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The start of the UC experience for our students was 
marked by Welcome Sunday in February, the first  
official event of O-Week. 

First year undergraduate students trickled through UC’s doors 
from about 9.00am, piled high with their bags and personal 
belongings. They received a warm welcome from our dedicated 
O-Week leaders who were on hand to show our Freshers and 
their families around. 

O-Week

Welcome Sunday



UC Frappe Fort June 2016  3

O-Week started with the ultimate ‘ice 
breaker’, learning the Fresher Dance. In 
some cases, the leaders were as much 
out of their comfort zone as the new 
students. The dance is a bit of fun to 
kick off the week. The more serious 
dancing competition took place at the 
intercollegiate Origins dance-off on  
6 March. The lead up to the event was 
not without controversy as the UC song 
had to be changed at the last moment. 
Nevertheless, UC placed second –  
a very exciting result.

By the end of O-Week, the new  
students had familiarised themselves 
with college life, university and the 
city of Melbourne, establishing new 
friendships along the way. Name tags 
were abandoned and the remaining 34 
returning students joined the graduates 
and O-Week leaders to complete UC’s 
cohort of 154. There was the usual flurry 
of photographs before the procession  
into Commencement Dinner which  
was held in the temporary dining hall 
located in the Recreation Centre.

The depth of talent of our students  
once again is amazing and inspiring.  
First year student, Jason Geddie, on 
guitar, accompanied 2nd year student 
and Music Representative, Lizzie John 
along with resident tutor/grad student, 
Dhivia Bhaskaran to sing ‘If I Ain’t Got 
You’ by Alicia Keys, for the musical 
interlude. The spirit of UC is reflected 
by the diversity of these three residents. 
Jason is from South Australia, Lizzie  
hails from Queensland, while Dhivia 
is from Malaysia. They are studying 
different degrees: Music, Arts, and the 
Master of Education and are at different 
stages in their tertiary experience, as 
both undergraduates and graduate.  
They performed in perfect harmony, 
however, for everyone’s enjoyment. 

Mother Nature once again turned  
on a glorious summer night and the 
students were able to spill out of the 
Academic Centre into the garden  
during the Commencement Tern  
which followed the Dinner.

peta Driscoll  
Dean of Students

Although the number of new students in 2016 was significantly less than in previous years (due to the UC 2017 
Project), our students enjoyed O-Week just the same, declaring it an enjoyable but exhausting beginning to the 
college year.

Commencing 2016

O-Week

Siti Suandi,  
Dhivia Bhaskaran, 

Ségoléne Zeller and 
Adeline Chew

Niamh Blackwood,  
Aimee Reed and Ellie Hodge

Max Dewez
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rebrand of uc

UC launched its new brand identity on 1 June with updated collateral and communications resulting from the 
branding workshops held in late 2015. Following approval by Council, the crest has been refreshed to reflect  
the ‘enhanced UC’ with the completion of the UC 2017 Project.

Retaining our essence in the modern world

Well-respected educational institutions 
around the world, including Ivy League 
colleges in America, have seen the  
need to bridge the gap between history 
and the place colleges inhabit in the 
modern world. Collectively, these 
forward thinking and leading Colleges 
are simplifying their crests to appeal  
to a modern audience. 

Whilst the core elements of the original 
crests are retained, there is a move 
away from scrolls, ornate graphics 

and traditional typography towards 
simplified graphics and clean lines. 

Accordingly, for the purposes of 
communicating in a modern way  
with our community, the College  
crest has been refreshed. 

The original College crest will still  
be retained and respected. It will  
remain on the three external masonry 
walls of the College fence, and 
be used in some forms of formal 
communication when appropriate. 

The University College Crest

The crest was adopted by the 
College Council in 1939, and was 
based on the arms of Girton College, 
a women’s college affiliated with 
Cambridge University. Many of our 
College founders and Dr Greta Hort, 
the founding principal, had links with 
Cambridge and Girton. The elements  
of the crest commemorate these  
links and two of the outstanding 
founders of the College.

The colours were adopted by 
College Council in April 1939.  
A small piece of material in our 
archives is documented as ‘the 
original blue of the College colours’.

The cross is for Dr Georgina Sweet, 
who guided the Women’s College 
Provisional Committee for almost 
twenty years from 1917 and whose 
personal gift of ₤1000 launched the 
Building Appeal in 1936.

The maroon crescents are from the 
family arms of Lady Stanley of Alderley, 
a pioneer of the higher education of 
women in nineteenth century England 
and benefactor and one time mistress 
of Girton College.

The black boar’s head is from the 
family of Mrs Eilean Giblin, who took 
over the Provisional Committee from 
Dr Sweet and was a guiding force 
behind securing the College land.  
She served as President of the  
Council from 1938 to 1940.

The motto Frappe Fort was 
interpreted by the College Council 
of the time as ‘Hit Hard – What you 
do, do with a will’.
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frOm the head Of cOLLeGe

the UC 2017 project

Since late December, work has been 
well underway on the UC 2017 Project. 
Due to required demolition work, we 
have a smaller cohort of 154 students. 
I would like to thank the students 
and staff for their ongoing patience, 
flexibility and good will as the Project 
has come to life. If you have been to 
College recently you will notice that 
things are looking very different each 
day, and we anticipate with much 
excitement what is to come next year. 

the 2017 UC Community

In 2017, University College will grow  
to a community of 320 students. This 
will ensure that more students have  
the opportunity for a supportive college 
experience. Every year far more eligible 
students apply for College places 
than we have available. Importantly, 
we will retain our strong ties with 
rural and regional Victorian students 
who currently account for 50% of our 
cohort. Approximately 30% of students 
at the University of Melbourne hail from 
overseas. We intend to continue to 
reflect this in our community in 2017. 
The College expects the remaining  
20% of the cohort will be made up  
of interstate and Melbourne 
metropolitan students.

philanthropy and scholarships

Since the College was founded in  
1937, we have been fortunate to benefit 
from a growing culture of philanthropy. 
Scholarships have always provided 
essential support for our students 
to overcome social and financial 
disadvantage and encouraged academic 
excellence. At this year’s Scholars 
Dinner one of those scholarship 
recipients, alumnus and Council 
member, Mr Matthew O’Keefe  
(2004-6) gave a moving account  
of the difference this support had  
made for him. In our audience was 

Miss Jill Williams (1960-61) one  
of the College’s longstanding and 
generous donors. Jill has responded 
to the overwhelming need to enable 
greater access to a college experience 
for today’s rural students. To that end,  
she is supporting two half-scholarships 
this year. The fortunate recipients are 
Indianna Wickes and Damian Nelson. 
These scholarships mark a significant 
milestone for the College and we are 
very grateful to Jill for her generosity  
in making this possible.

Dr Jennifer McDonald 
Head of College 

I wish to commend our new students on how well they have settled  
into the UC community and our student leaders for setting the positive 
culture for the year. The great thing about living at UC has always been 
that it gives students a high quality, personalised learning experience. 
This is continually evolving with enriched academic and wellbeing 
programs and new learning facilities under construction. Living at UC 
helps students build a strong network of friends for life. As the heart and 
hub of our community, the new dining hall will be where so many of these 
relationships are formed. There are so many opportunities at UC which 
give our students the chance to fully explore university life and enjoy  
it to the full. 

A great start to 2016

Damian Nelson, Jill Williams and Indy Wickes
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advancement

‘‘I am from a small country town two 
and a half hours north of Melbourne, 
which meant limited opportunities in 
the way of tertiary education. To study 
biomedicine in Melbourne meant I had 
to either live by myself or move into a 
college. Coming from a family of five 
children, college is a large financial 
burden for my family. 

It is often the case that parents and 
students can only afford one year at 
College, relying heavily on scholarships 
to be given an opportunity to return.  
This was an opportunity I couldn’t 
afford had I not received the Emeritus 
Scholarship from alumna, Dr Loris 
Figgins-Pierce. 

Through receiving the scholarship, I was 
able to get to know and learn from Loris. 
She helped pave the way for women in 
medicine by working as the first female 
orthopedic surgeon in Australia. This was 
at a time when the men in the surgical 
room would only ever ask her to make 
a cup of tea. She is an inspirational 
motivator for women like me.”

Second year biomedicine student and scholarship recipient, Dominique Atley, shared her story at Scholars Dinner: 

What a difference a scholarship makes

To say that I am grateful for my 
scholarship is an understatement.  
It has put me in the best position  

to succeed through living at UC.  
I know that I speak on behalf of all  
the students when I say thank you,  
your donations make a difference  
and are truly appreciated.”
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advancement

We have an opportunity to openly 
celebrate the willingness and generosity 
of our donors who continue to 
inspire and support our students to 
strive towards their personal best, 
while enjoying their time at College. 
Financially, the generosity of our donors 
lightens the burden of residential fees  
for our students and their families, for 
most of whom college may not be 
possible without financial assistance. 

It is important for our students to  
know that they can pursue their 
studies without the constant worry 
and distraction of seeking additional 
resources. We want them to make  
the most of their time at university  
and we look forward to their 
achievements as they pursue  
their aspirations and dreams.

At Scholars Dinner, we also celebrate  
the academic achievement and  
potential of our scholars, a group  
of talented and motivated University 
College young men and women. 

On the night, we were pleased to hear 
from our guest speaker, alumnus and 
Council member, Mr Matthew O’Keefe. 

Matthew was at UC from 2004-2006 
and is recognised by the UC community 
for his outstanding support of the 
College and our students. There was  
a great sense of achievement in the 
room as our scholarship program 
continues to grow and have a lasting 
impact on our students.

Inspiring and supporting our  
students through philanthropy
The annual Scholars Dinner, held on Thursday 17 March this year, is a favourite occasion amongst students and 
supporters as we celebrate the growing culture of philanthropy within our community. 

Hugh Beaton and Liz CorbettCaitlin Headon and Dr Ros Terry Rhiannon Van Vliet and Anne Robertson Nicholas Sleep and Penny Montgomery

Jane Winter-Irving, Max Murray, Barbara Murray and Anna Faye Julie Doyle and 
Sascha Neale

Ann Miller and Dominique Atley

The transition from secondary school to university brings a 
number of challenges which all students need to learn to manage. 
However, students from rural and regional areas can face the 
additional challenge of moving far from home without the support 
of family and friends as well as adjusting to a new environment. 
Choices for tertiary education are less accessible in country 
Victoria and to move to Melbourne imposes significant additional 
costs which may be a barrier for some students in achieving their 
educational goals. We feel privileged that in some small way  
we may be able to help someone achieve their dreams.”

Bill & Liz Corbett, supporters of the Betty Fulton Fund Scholarship



Ann Miller Indigenous Scholarship Michelle Kerrin

Barbara and Max Murray Scholarship Anna Faye

Betty Fulton Fund Scholarship Hugh Beaton

Campaspe Rotary Scholarship Nick Parsons

David Syme Charitable Trust Scholarship Nick Sleep

Deborah Seifert Scholarship Daniel Johnston

DMW Industries Doyle Family Scholarship Sascha Neale

Emeritus Scholarship Dominique Atley

Gates Buchanan Scholarship Olivia Carlyle- 
 Sclater

Jill Eastwood Scholarship Rebecca Pearce

Jill Williams Scholarship Damian Nelson

Jill Williams Scholarship Indianna Wickes

Leadership Scholarship Genevieve Blair

Leadership Scholarship Tom Wambeek

Lena McEwan Soroptimist  Rhiannon Van 
International Scholarship Vliet

Margaret Garson Medicine Scholarship Chris Walters

McGregor Family Fund Scholarship Sam Bolitho

McGregor Family Fund Scholarship Molly Fredle

McGregor Family Fund Scholarship Jayden Galbraith

Meredith McComas Scholarship Liam Byrne

Myra Roper Scholarship Samantha Glenn

QLS Group Wimmera Mallee Scholarship Daniel Michaels

Ros Terry Scholarship Caitlin Headon

Seavic Lodge No.8 Scholarship Jane Winter- 
 Irving

South West Scholarship Jayden Galbraith

Stewardson Walpole Samantha Glenn

The Ray and Joyce Uebergang  
Foundation Scholarship Anna Burnett

The Raymond Purves Foundation  
Scholarship Daniel Johnston

Tobin Brothers Foundation, Dr Aubrey  
Moss Educational Trust Award Zena Wareham 

Tweddle Scholarship Monica Ashton

Ursula Hoff Scholarship Andy Song

Wheeler Scholarship Francesca Griffin

YMF Kathy Avdiev Memorial Scholarship Jason Geddie

YMF Kathy Avdiev Memorial Scholarship Isaac Bartels

The following scholarships were awarded: 
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As a past UC scholarship recipient, I’ve experienced first-hand 
the generosity of our donors. The scholarship helped me stay 
at UC when I otherwise couldn’t have enabling me to benefit 

from the unique experiences and opportunities UC offers. I’m so proud 
of our community and am excited that many more students will be 
given access to the UC experience through the generous support  
of our donors.”

Matthew O’Keefe

advancement

Matthew 
O’Keefe 
in 2006

Gen Blair, Matthew O’Keefe and Tom Wambeek
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UC’s strategic direction – 
‘grow and enhance’ 
I thank the College Council for 
their ongoing commitment to the 
implementation of the College’s 
Strategic Plan: ‘Grow and Enhance’, 
through the UC 2017 Project. This will 
realise our vision for a forward-looking 
College and enhance our strengths –  
a vibrant academic community, close-
knit and caring culture, personalised 
and supportive learning environment 
and active engagement with alumni, 
the University of Melbourne and wider 
community. The new infrastructure  
will provide first class facilities and a 
strong funding base to support the 
endeavours of our community. 

Our focus this year is the successful 
completion of the UC 2017 Project for 
the start of the 2017 academic year. 
We will continue to build on our core 
learning and teaching programs, as well 
as broaden all opportunities for students 
while supporting them with the most 
advanced resources and IT support. We 
will enhance community engagement 
through an Alumni Outreach Program 
and the implementation of a Fundraising 
Strategy. We will also seek to enhance 
connections with schools and potential 
students, refining our message with a 
clear brand strategy. We continue to 
strive for best practice in terms of our 
governance structures and staffing. 

If you have visited UC recently you 
will know that already we can see the 
framework for the iconic new dining 
hall, a glimpse into the exciting future 
that lies ahead for our students and 
our community. With the growth 
of the College, we will ensure that 
more students have access to the 
transformative UC experience. This is  
an experience that many alumni claim 
to be a favourite time in their lives as,  
no doubt, many of you will agree.

Council renewal and  
succession 
I am delighted to welcome new 
members to Council. Professor  
Anne Lillis has been appointed as  
a representative of the Academic  
Board of the University of Melbourne. 
Anne holds the Fitzgerald Chair of 
Accounting and Heads the Department 
of Accounting at the University 
where she researches and teaches 
in Management Accounting. Anne’s 
enthusiasm to serve on Council, 
including as a member of the Finance 
and Audit Committee, is very much 
appreciated. 

Martine Botha has been elected as 
a representative of the past student 
members of the College. Martine  
was resident in College from 2008  
to 2010 while completing her Arts 
degree at the University of Melbourne. 

She has an Executive Master of Arts 
(EMA) and is currently completing a 
certificate of Finance and Banking 
at Swinburne University. Martine is 
employed at the State Library Victoria 
as a fundraiser, events and membership 
coordinator so we are pleased that she 
will contribute her abilities to the 
Fundraising Committee. 

Our student representatives in 2016 
are Ollie Harrison and Saskia Wallis. 
Both Ollie and Saskia are second 
year students studying Commerce 
at the University of Melbourne and 
we look forward to their invaluable 
contributions. 

thank you
I was reflecting recently that this year 
marks my 14th year as President of the 
University College Council, an honour 
I am grateful for, as I am deeply proud 
of our College and our community. It 
has been a remarkable journey for me 
personally, but I must say that this year 
is exceptionally exciting as we see the 
vision of the UC 2017 Project become 
a reality. I extend my thanks to all 
members of the UC community for  
your continued support and I look 
forward to sharing this journey with 
each of you.

anne Cronin
President of Council

Investing in our students 
and the College’s future 
PreSiDent’S rePort

frOm the president
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uc 2017 prOject

In late December 2015, work commenced on the UC 2017 Project, the largest capital works project undertaken 
since the College first opened its doors in 1937. 

UC 2017 Project update

Being a fresher all the 
way from NZ, UC has 

welcomed me into a community  
I am proud to call my home.  
The most exciting thing about  
the UC 2017 Project is that we  
will be able to open our little  
home to even more students.”

Michelle Lau 
1st Year Arts student, 
University of Melbourne

The old dining hall, Williams Wing and 
Roper Wing have been demolished.

The concrete slab for the new dining 
hall and tutorial spaces have been 
poured and cured. Most excitingly, the 
frame of the new dining hall has been 
craned into place – you can really see 
the dining hall coming to life now.  

In Semester 2, UC’s 2016 cohort will  
be the first to experience the iconic  
new dining hall which will be the  
new heart and hub of UC. 

The UC 2017 Project will also deliver 
new accommodation wings with  
190 new ensuite rooms. This will  
see an extra 120 College places for  
students in 2017 so the College, 
formerly of 200 students, will grow  
to a community of 320 students.  
The two existing courtyards will  
merge as one open green space 
for students to enjoy. This amazing 
transformation of UC will take place 
right before your eyes in 2016.  

Artist’s impression of the new rooms

Artist’s impression of the new rooms Demolition of old dining hall’
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We were honoured to have the 
Chancellor of the University of 
Melbourne, Elizabeth Alexander 
AM for the ceremonial ‘Turning of 
the Sod’ to mark the start of the UC 
2017 Project earlier this year. The 
Chancellor spoke fondly of her 
connection to UC, spanning back 
to her university days when she 
visited friends who lived at UC. 

Where’s my old room? 
Every time I visit College 

I’m excited to see the progress of  
the UC 2017 Project. I can’t wait  
for the new rooms which will be 
built to Passivhaus principles. I love 
that we are using exterior design 
elements of the original buildings so 
the result will be a cohesive whole.” 

Jane Peck (UC 1969-70) and  
member of Council

We were delighted to celebrate this 
milestone with the Chancellor and key 
stakeholders who helped to bring this 
project together, including – Kai Chen 
and Elise McLean from Lovell Chen,  
Dr Julie Wells and Vanessa Campbell 
from the University of Melbourne’s 
Chancellery Projects and Principal, 
Policy and Projects team, Stefan Seketa 
from CCS, Mark Howard and Paul Sroka 
from HWLE Ebsworth, David Bartlet and 
Greg Dennison from NAB, UC students, 
Council members and staff.

The Turning 
of the Sod

Dr Jennifer McDonald,  
Elizabeth Alexander and Anne Cronin

Wilhelm Burger talks  
with Elizabeth Alexander 

John Mathieson, Barbara Murray, Jane Peck, Anne Cronin, Elizabeth Alexander, 
Dr Jennifer McDonald, Marli Wallace and Sean Portelli

Jane Peck and Elizabeth Alexander

the turninG Of the sOd
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student cLub

Commencement and UC Ball 

The start of semester is always a 
busy time in the College calendar 
and this year has been no different. 
Commencement marked the official 
start of the College year and, as 
expected, the night was a huge hit. 
Laura McDonald and Eleanor Gleeson 
worked tirelessly since the end of  
2015, to pull off one of the best UC  
Balls in the history of College. Set in 
Albert Park, the theme for the evening 
was “A Night In The Park” – it was a  
truly unforgettable night!

Dance-off 

The highly anticipated “Origins” fresher 
dance-off has come and gone to a 
fantastic reception. Despite a forced  
late change of song two weeks before 
the dance, we still had huge enthusiasm 
for the event. This translated into a  
UC best ever finish of 2nd place. It was 
great to see after all the hard work that 

had gone into training. It’s surprising 
that the floor in the AC doesn’t have to 
be replaced after ten energetic freshers 
and three equally-energised second 
years spent two solid weeks practicing 
flat out for the big night!

sporting prowess

On the sporting front, UC are already 
well and truly making their mark on  
the Crescent. The boys took out the 
Cricket Cup for the second year in a  
row through some very strong team 
efforts and were more than happy to 
bask in the glory of victory. Meanwhile, 
just over the road at Princes Park, 
the softball girls put together their 
strongest season for quite a few years, 
the highlight being a 30-2 win over 
International House. In other sports, 
the squash team were unlucky to run 
into some incredibly talented players 
early in the tournament, while the 
girls’ soccer have recorded a few early 
season victories in an effort to go one 

better than last year where Queens 
just got over the line in the final. The 
intercollegiate rowing day is another 
event that we look forward to every  
year – there really is nothing like 
standing side-by-side with fellow  
UCers to cheer our rowing teams on!

thanks

Last but not least, I have to thank all 
the students for their willingness to get 
involved in everything UC has to offer. 
The relaxed and friendly community 
that we have here year after year is one 
that all the Colleges strive for and is  
only possible through the commitment 
to making sure that the students get  
the most out of their college years.  
It’s been a memorable 2016 so far  
and it looks like it’s only up from here!

tom Wambeek 
Student Club President 
2nd Year Commerce student,  
University of Melbourne

Students hit the ground running
StUDent CLUB PreSiDent’S rePort

UC dancers

What a start to the year it’s been! From sporting competitions to arts events and even the occasional piece of study, 
the semester has certainly flown past. The students have also had the best seats in the house to see the exciting 
transformation of UC from a smaller college of 150 students, to one which will have 320 students by the start of 2017. 

Jane Winter-Irving, Becky Pearce, Tess Nettleford, 
Dominique Atley and Saskia Wallis

Connor Randazzo, Emma Dragh, Elise Veneris, Lizzy Rogers, 
Lauren Powell and Hilary Jones
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Cricket 

The boys took out our first cup for  
the year, winning the cricket grand  
final against International House. 
Though the team got off to a slow start, 
losing to International House in round 
one, they soon found their stride to  
find a place back in the grand final. 
Captain Tom Pendlebury led the 
team brilliantly, with some great 
performances from Nick McCallum,  
Tim Jones and Hamish Blanden.

Softball 

Softball was first on the intercollegiate 
sporting calendar for the girls. Taking 
on the highly competitive Trinity team 
in round one, but unfortunately losing. 
The following week we defeated 
International House by 30 runs, more 
runs than UC have scored in a season, 
let alone a single game! Our consistent 
star performer Gen Blair, was smashing 
home runs, and Caitlin Reed’s pitching 
was something to be reckoned with. 
This game led us into the quarterfinal  
to take on Ormond. We held strong at 
the start, going into the third innings  
on par with runs. Unfortunately we  
lost our momentum and went down  
to Ormond, which meant this was  
the end of the season for UC softball. 

Squash 

Next up was mixed squash, and we all 
got to witness Ollie Harrison’s wicked 
skills. Unfortunately we lost our first 
game to Trinity, but Meghan de Boer 
and Nicola Fogarty both performed 

well and won their matches. Next up 
we wiped International House off the 
court, winning six of eight games. 
Unfortunately we met the relentless  
St Hilda’s in our quarterfinal, and lost 
quite significantly, but we still got  
to see Harrison battle it out with a 
national champion player, which was  
a spectacle for all the supporters. 

Hockey 

The hockey was a hard fought battle 
for the mens’ hockey team. Despite 
consistently strong performances by 
many players, particularly Hugh Beaton, 
Stuart Hart, and Zac Stuart, the team  
were unable to get away with a win. 
Going down in the first round to  
St Hilda’s 0-3. The team then went on 
to play Newman. While we were strong 
in the defensive end for the majority  
of the game, we unfortunately went 
down 0-1 to be out of the competition.  

Soccer 

The girls have had a tremendous season 
on the soccer field, with Tess Nettlefold 
and Meghan de Boer captaining the 
girls to the grand final. The team 
convincingly won all games leading 
into the grand final, unfortunately then 
going down to Queens, 2-1 in the final 
minutes of the match. The whole team 
put on a tremendous performance. 
Under high pressure we saw many runs, 
saves and determined tackles. The team 
were cheered on by an almighty loud 
UC cheer squad, lining the sides of the 
field as they battled it out.  

Athletics 

We witnessed many of our finest 
athletes at the intercollegiate athletics 
carnival this year. Tim Jones put in 
a strong performance, and made it 
through to the 400m and shot put 
finals, placing 4th and 2nd respectively. 
Zac Stuart also performed well, jumping 
193cm in the high jump and placing 
2nd. All athletes should be commended 
for their efforts and their willingness  
to compete for UC. 

Rowing

Thanks to all the dedicated UC 
supporters who came out to cheer on 
our rowing teams – it was a great day, 
with the girls rowing team winning  
B division, in the second final.

What a brilliant semester of sport it has 
been so far! We’d like to congratulate 
everyone for their efforts both on and  
off the track, and we look forward to 
what’s to come. 

Sam Bolitho and Zoe Burrows 
2nd Year Science student and 2nd Year 
Professional Communications student,  
University of Melbourne and RMIT

Teamwork
UC’s first semester has seen many admirable efforts on the sporting field. 

sports report

Top row: Koki Oka, Allina Rodriguez, Kasey Moravech, Alex Nemetschke, 
Cassie Walmsley, Meghan de Boer, Caitlin Read, Ellie Hodge, Lauren 
Raffensperger, Michelle Lau, Sabra Stratton, Tat Soller. Bottom row: 

Sylvia Lustig, Miranda Hunag, Niamh Blackwood, Gen Blair, Aimee Read, 
Fran Griffin, Tess Nettlefold, Emma Dragh and Becky Pearce.

 Hugh Beaton and Derek Lieu



This year we have turned our attention 
to strengthening our relationship with 
the various environmental committees 
at the University of Melbourne. In 
particular, our focus has been on the 
release of the University of Melbourne 
Sustainability Charter. With the release 
of the charter our Committee has given 
support to the ‘Fossil Free Melbourne 
University’ group, who are pressuring 
University of Melbourne to move 
away from fossil fuel investments 
towards more sustainable measures. 
The Sustainability Committee believes 
this a crucial part of our relationship 
with the University of Melbourne, as 
it is becoming increasingly crucial to 
pressure larger organisations to respond 
to the worsening climate crisis.

UC’s Sustainability Committee remains 
committed to developing programs 
that will assist in the enhancement 
of the College’s sustainability agenda 
and ensure our College’s ecological 
footprint is minimised as much as 
possible. Furthermore we are working 
in coordination with the Intercollegiate 
Sustainability Committee to ensure all 
colleges on the Crescent are adopting 
similar environmentally conscious 
standards. 

lily Raynes  
Sustainability Representative 
2nd Year Arts student, 
University of Melbourne

Sustainably speaking

Sam Adler

Lily Raynes

As UC looks towards the future, so too does our Sustainability Committee. 

sustainabiLity
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Meg de Boer, Tim Jones, Lily Raynes, Becky Pearce, 
Francesca Griffin, Sam Adler, Monica Ashton,  

Bridget Mulholland and Emma Dragh
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cOmmunity service

Community Service is defined as ‘voluntary work intended to help people in a particular area’. Here at University 
College we are dedicated to raising both awareness and money for a number of causes that are important 
within community, and within our wider society. Through a number of fundraisers and volunteering events, 
the Community Service Committee at UC plans to increase the interactions between the College and the wider 
community.

Throughout this semester there have 
been a number of valuable events that 
students have engaged in. Some of 
these events include:

•	 ‘Live Below the Line’ is an important 
initiative that effectively raises both 
awareness and money for people 
living in poverty. From the 2nd to 
the 6th of May many UC students 
participated in the challenge; living 
off just two dollars a day for five 
days, highlighting the difficulty that 
many people face without access to 
adequate food sources.

•	 Many	students	at	UC	have	also	
signed up, as a team, to compete in 
the Melbourne Charity Race, ‘Wings 
for Life World Run’, an active way of 
raising awareness and much needed 
funds for spinal cord research.

•	 Other	important	events	at	UC	this	
semester include the Melbourne 
University Blood Bank, which is a 
simple and effective way of giving 
back to the community through 
blood donations.

•	 The	committee	has	also	discussed	
many other important issues within 
the community, particularly coming 
into the colder months, and have 
decided to run a ‘Winter Woollies’ 
campaign throughout this semester. 
We aim to collect warm clothes, 
blankets and any other items to assist 
those that are homeless throughout 
the cooler months this year.

The UC Community has demonstrated 
a great willingness to participate in 
all community events throughout the 
year so far, and we are very grateful 
for the commitment and generosity 
from everyone who has donated to 
these worthwhile causes. The College 
support network has proven invaluable 
in helping the Committee successfully 
achieve their goals, and we are very 
appreciative of all your support!

Caitlin headon 
Community Service Representative 
2nd Year Biomedicine student 
University of Melbourne

UC volunteers build community spirit

Participating in Live Below the Line was the perfect 
opportunity to give back to help those less fortunate. 
The main aim of this campaign is to stop the cycle  
of poverty and increase education and job 
opportunities in poverty stricken countries.” 

Dominique Atley, 2nd Year Biomedicine student,  
University of Melbourne

Becky Pearce, Sam Adler, Dominique Atley,  Jane Winter-Irving, Lily Raynes, Francesca Griffin and Max Dewez
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Regardless of these changes the SCR 
had a great start to the year. The SCR 
might be smaller than usual but it 
does not stand back in terms of its 
social program and involvement in the 
general college community. We are a 
diverse group and formed a cohesive 
unit during our orientation week where 
we had a paella evening at College, 
a relaxed night at the Queen Victoria 
night markets and an action packed 
evening of laser tag at Strike. Once the 
semester picked up speed, the SCR 

provided academic support through 
the fortnightly Sunday study sessions 
where a quiet space, coffee cart and 
the motivation of studying together 
generally resulted in great productivity. 

A range of opportunities exist for 
graduate students to expand their 
networks beyond the borders of UC by 
participating in the numerous events 
organised by the graduate student 
association at University as well as the 
intercollegiate social events organised 

by the different middle common rooms 
around the Crescent. Within our own 
borders the members of the SCR can 
easily integrate with the broader College 
community by partaking in Fireside 
Chats, discussions over dinner during 
High Tables and more formal events 
such as Commencement Dinner and  
the College Ball. 

At UC, graduate students are privileged 
to be involved in the social program 
of the Student Club and I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank the 
Student Club for making the College a 
welcoming and appealing environment. 
On the other side I also want to 
express my appreciation to the resident 
tutors and graduate students for their 
contribution to the College community. 
I am sure it has been an enriching 
experience for all.

Wilhelm Burger 
President, Senior Common Room 
PhD student, Department of  
Chemical and Biomolecular 
Engineering, University of Melbourne 

Graduates 
enjoy the  
benefits  
of College

seniOr cOmmOn rOOm

The UC 2017 Project has resulted in a few minor changes in the normal operation of the Senior Common Room.         
We did not have as many visiting academics as usual since the academic apartments were used as accommodation   
for undergraduate students. Furthermore, the graduate community is somewhat divided since half of the graduate 
students are living in the graduate apartments.

Max Gottlieb, Tommy Hsiao, Simon Robson, On On and Molly Fredle

Molly Fredle, Monica Ashton, Erin Macauley, Stephan Burger and Wilhelm Burger
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feLLOWs hiGh tabLe

CeLeBrAting ACADemiC 
exCeLLenCe

Fellows 
High Table

These students were invited to attend 
High Table on Tuesday 8 March where, 
at the pre-dinner drinks, they were 
presented with either a Fellows Medal 
or a Fellows Award. Fellows Medals 
were awarded to the highest achieving 
undergraduate and graduate student 
in 2015. Each student that achieved an 
80% average was awarded a Fellows 
Award. Some of the high academic 
achievers are no longer living at UC,  
but nonetheless we enjoyed welcoming 
them back for the evening.

Fellow and Associate Professor Dawn 
Gleeson presented Fellows Medals 
to the highest achieving graduate, 
Amelia Fraser and undergraduate, 
Daniel Johnston. In addition, College 
Council President, Mrs Anne Cronin, 
acknowledged the individuals who 
received a Fellows Award.    

University College encourages all 
students to do their best. Fellows 
High Table is a significant event 
on the College calendar where we 
acknowledge and celebrate students’ 
academic successes. Impressively, in 
2015, 42 students achieved an average 
mark of 80% across all subjects.  

Fellows Lecture
High Table was followed by the inaugural 
Fellows lecture. Associate Professor Dawn 
Gleeson presented a fascinating talk entitled 
‘Genetics and You’, in which she described  
the most recent developments in genetics  
that might impact an individual in all stages  
of life from conception to old age. This was  
an absorbing and wide ranging lecture where 
the large audience of Council members  
and current and returning students were  
challenged to imagine an imminent revolution 
in medical treatments and procedures. 

Raheel Abrejo 
Samuel Adler 
Emma Armstrong 
Emma Austen 
Amber Barton 
Micaela Biggins 
Rosy Burbury 
Liam Byrne 
Owain Davies 
Tony Deng 
Jack Edwards 
Amelia Fraser 
James Gales 
Jess Gregory 

Francesca Griffin 
Chelsea Griffiths 
Samuel Harvey 
Emma Hurley 
Pip Hodge 
Emma Hollis 
Rebecca Holmes 
Daniel Johnston  
Ed Kermode 
Will Kermode 
Jordan Koder 
Meghan Lambert 
Winky Lee 
Georgia Lewis 

Matilda Mahoney 
Lucy Marks 
Daniel Michaels 
Fin Montgomery 
Kate Morell 
Alex Nemetschke 
Sophie O’Donnell 
Rebecca Pearce 
Iain Simpson 
Dave Simpson 
Will Stewart 
Mitch Stent 
Thomas Wright 
Wai In (Christie) Yung 

CongrAtULAtionS to FeLLowS AwArD reCiPientS:

Dawn Gleeson

Congratulations to Daniel 
Johnston and Tom Wright 
who have been named on the 
Dean’s Honours List in Science 
and Commerce respectively, 
for outstanding academic 
achievement in 2015. They 
achieved this award because  
they were ranked in the top 3%  
of students in their year. 

Becky Pearce, Professor Anne Lillis and James Gales

Daniel Johnston



employability skills
Facilitated by Roberta Vassallo, 
Workforce Planning Consultant for 
the City of Darebin, the Employability 
Skills workshop helped to demystify job 
applications and interviews for students. 
Roberta shared valuable insider tips 
about what to do and what to avoid 
in order to successfully apply and 
interview for a job. 

After attending the workshop, students 
felt more confident and prepared to 
tackle the mysterious world of job 
seeking. Thank you Roberta!

UC celebrated Careers Month in 
April with two key events; the 
Employability Skills workshop 
and 5 Years Out event. Both were 
designed to help students prepare 
for future pathways.

Careers month

Roberta 
Vassallo

Trang Phan, Marie McKee and Roberta Vassallo

Sam Wright, Ségoléne Zeller, 
Michelle Lau and Hugh Pollard

Ségoléne Zeller, Michelle Lau, Hugh Pollard, 
Derek Lieu and Gen Blair

careers mOnth
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careers mOnth

5 Years Out 

Kate Cameron  
2008–2009

Kate holds a  
Bachelor of Arts 
(English Literature  

and International 
Studies) and a Doctor of 

Physiotherapy. She is now employed 
at Austin Health in a rotating grade 1 
position.

Jack Eddie  
2009–2011 (Student 
Club President 2011)

Jack resided at 
University College 

for three years while 
studying for a Bachelor 

of Arts (Politics, International Studies 
and Criminology). After travelling, he 
returned to Australia to study a Master 
of Social Science (Policy and Human 
Services). Jack has just started working 
for the Victorian Department of Treasury 
and Finance in the Department’s 
Housing Affordability Taskforce.

Sophie Clark  
2011-2012 (Social 
Secretary 2012)

Sophie studied for 
a Bachelor of Arts 

majoring in Linguistics. 
She contemplated 

teaching but finally settled on a  
Master in Speech Pathology. Sophie 
now works as a speech pathologist  
in the acute and subacute hospital 
setting working with adults.

Martine Botha 
2008–2010  
(Member College 
Council from 2015)

Martine studied for 
a Bachelor of Arts 

majoring in English  
and German during her three years at 
UC, including, a semester on exchange 
in Germany. Martine went on to 
complete an Executive Master of  
Arts at the University of Melbourne. 
Martine now works in philanthropy  
and sponsorship at the State Library.

Tony Bose 2011–2012

While at College  
Tony studied 
for a Bachelor 
of Biomedicine, 

majoring in 
Microbiology and 

Immunology. As a Chancellor’s  
scholar, Tony gained automatic access 
to graduate medicine, his chosen 
pathway. Now three years into this 
degree, he is on Psychiatry rotation  
at the Royal Melbourne Hospital.

Zoe Grant 2011

While at College Zoe 
studied for a Bachelor 
of Biomedicine. 
She completed her 

honours year in 2015. 
She is now excited to be 

in the first year of her PhD candidature 
at the prestigious Walter and Eliza Hall 
Institute of Medical research.

Michael Botha  
2011–2012  
(Treasurer of the 
Student Club 2012)

Michael studied 
Science, majoring 

in Zoology. He had 
originally intended to study veterinary 
science or medicine but now is focused 
on completing a Juris Doctor.

Trang Phan  
Current graduate 
student 2016

Trang lives at 
University College.  

He completed a 
Bachelor of Commerce 

(Corporate Finance) in 2008 and 
Bachelor of Law in 2011 at the  
University of Adelaide. After a brief  
stint as a lawyer, Trang left law practice 
to pursue a career in academia. He is 
now doing a Master of Human Rights 
Law at the University of Melbourne.

I found last night 
particularly useful as 
Sophie was on a similar 

university pathway as me, since 
I am studying linguistics and am 
interested in a career as a Speech 
Pathologist. It was also comforting 
to hear from other students that they 
were unsure of what they wanted  
to do after university, as this too  
has crossed my mind many times.” 

Jane Winter-Irving, 2nd Year Arts 
student, University of Melbourne

Tony Bose, Martine Botha, Kate Cameron, Jack Eddie, Michael Botha, Zoe Grant, Sophie Clark, Jin Lv, Adeline Chew and Trang Phan
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advancement

access and Diversity

Philanthropy has been a vital part of 
the College since its foundation as 
University Women’s College. Access 
and diversity have been central to UC’s 
founding vision. There is a growing 
need for increased scholarship funds 
as UC relies on philanthropic support 
from its community of alumni, parents 
and friends. Our continued partnerships 
with our supporters stand in the great 
tradition of fostering the education of 
our young people to realise this vision.  

annual appeal

The Annual Appeal provides an 
opportunity for alumni, parents  
and friends to support ongoing 
scholarships and endowment funds  
and to provide for capital projects 
including the UC 2017 Project. In 2015, 
just over $240,000 was raised from 
alumni, parents and friends. Overall  
a 4% participation rate was achieved, 
with alumni from the 1950s being  
our most supportive donors, followed 
by those from the 1960s, 1940s and  

1970s respectively. Interestingly, 
although not surprisingly given our 
history as the first women’s College  
in Victoria, 70% of our donations in  
2015 were made by women. 

Bequests

The Georgina Sweet Society,  
established in 2010, acknowledges  
and thanks those members of the 
College community who remember the 
College in their will or estate planning.  
I wish to thank and acknowledge  
Ms Joy Atkinson MacDonald, a long-
time supporter of the College, for her 
recent bequest. Joy passed away in 
November 2015 and we are grateful for 
her generous gift to UC. Bequests like 
Joy’s are a great way to leave a lasting 
legacy for the College. I encourage all 
members of our community to join with 
our 22 members to date and consider 
making your mark on UC by providing 
for the College in your will and  
thus becoming a member of the 
Georgina Sweet Society.

Conclusion

Our Head of College, Dr Jennifer 
McDonald is working closely with 
Council and the Fundraising Committee 
to plan for the College’s programs 
and facilities and in the light of the 
increased target of the University of 
Melbourne Campaign – ‘I Believe’. UC’s 
role is to continue to evolve to meet 
the changing demands and challenges 
our students are faced with today. 
The College depends on the ongoing 
philanthropic support of the whole UC 
community so as to continue to attract 
and support a diverse range of talented 
students, provide first-class facilities and 
programs and maintain our buildings 
and gardens. We are all part of UC’s 
history. Through philanthropy we  
can continue to invest in our young 
people and the College’s future.

gemma egelton 
Advancement manager

Enabling access to the UC experience

Accessing the UC experience:
It’s about opportunity. 

It’s about making an impact.

It’s about what you can do now to  
make it possible for a student in 2017.

www.unicol.unimelb.edu.au/donate

indy wickes,  
Jill williams Scholarship recipient



Graduates

Students this year have come from all 
over Australia and the world, engaging 
in a number of different areas of 
study such as Engineering, Medicine, 
Teaching, Law, Sciences and the Arts. 
Each has brought with them an array  
of experiences and personalities that 
has helped make the UC community  
as colourful as ever. 

The year got off to a start with N-Week 
and we participated in a number of 
events to break the ice and get to know 
one another. A highlight was a visit to 
the Queen Vic Night Market where 
we battled the crowds and sampled 
a number of Melbourne’s cultures 
through food and music. We then 
finished off the week with a night  
of laser tag, drinks and late night  
burgers in the city. 

Once the academic semester started  
it was time to hit the books. A great 
asset at our disposal has been the  
study sessions every second Sunday 
afternoon organised by the Dean of 
Studies, Marie McKee, with the help of 
resident tutor, On Zhi. The determined, 
collaborative and often caffeine-fuelled 
atmosphere has definitely aided us 
in meeting assignment deadlines – 
although the promise of wine and 
cheese afterwards doesn’t hurt either.

But it’s not all work and no play for us. 
Even with everyone’s busy schedules, 
we always find time to catch up and 
relax, as well as take part in a number  
of College events. UC’s emphasis  
on having an inclusive community 
between the undergrads and grads has 
meant that we’ve developed strong 
friendships throughout the College. 

Overall, semester one has been  
a very enjoyable experience and 
we have been aided no end by the 
wonderful support that the UC staff  
and community provide their  
graduate students. 

Matthew Bye  
Graduate Representative 
Master of Global Media Communication 
University of Melbourne

A diverse graduate cohort
Despite a smaller number of students than previous years, the 2016 UC graduate student cohort still remains 
as diverse, vibrant and dedicated as ever! 

Joining the UC community 
introduced me to a world 
that most people only 

dream of experiencing. Living 
in such a close community, you 
inevitably form amazing friendships. 
Choosing to live and study at UC  
was one of the better decisions  

I’ve made in life.”

Stephan Burger, PhD student, 
Department of Chemical and 
Biomolecular Engineering, 
University of Melbourne
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uc abrOad

During my time in Aarhus I stayed at a 
college called Vilhem Kiers Kollegium, 
with both Danish and international 
students. The people were so lovely  
and we became really close, it felt  
like coming home to a family. 

Going on exchange is an amazing 
opportunity for self-growth because 
it forces you to step out of your  
comfort zone, broadens your mind 
and opens you up to new perspectives 
and views. It provides a chance to 
develop valuable connections with 
people that will last a lifetime and to 
learn from others. It is an emotional 
experience that is rewarding and 
worthwhile. I cannot describe my love 
for the vibrant, young cultural hub of 
Aarhus and its people. Exchange is such 
an enriching experience in terms of 
personal development; becoming more 
independent, self-reliant, emotionally 

mature, and open minded. Experiencing 
a different style of learning and gaining 
a broader perspective also facilitates 
critical thinking and academic growth. 

The connections made on an individual 
level are extremely important to me 
and I have learnt a lot from the Danish 
people and their culture. This can 
be applied on a larger scale to the 
relationship between Aarhus University, 
the University of Melbourne and UC.  
In an increasingly globalised world  
it is important to promote and 
strengthen these connections as  
there is always so much to learn  

from others; experiencing, 
understanding and appreciating 
different cultures is important in 
fostering young capable, well-rounded 
citizens. The Dannebrog Foundation 
and University College offer an 
opportunity to do this which I think is 
very special. Thank you again to the 
Dannebrog Foundation, University 
College and everyone who made this 
scholarship and experience possible  
and I look forward to continue to assist 
in this program being such a success. 

My experience on exchange in 
Aarhus, Denmark for the second 
semester of 2015 is one that I will 
value highly for the rest of my life.  
I was the lucky recipient of the 
2015 Greta Hort Scholarship at 
UC (funded by the Dannebrog 
Foundation) and the exchange  
was an amazing opportunity that 
I would not necessarily have been 
able to experience otherwise. 

HannaH HoTKEr

(UC student 2014 - 2015)

Hannah Hotker with visiting 
primary school students in 2015

Hannah with fellow students in Denmark

uc
abroad



UC Frappe Fort June 2016  23

uc abrOad

After University College I finished off  
my Aerospace Engineering and Business 
degrees at RMIT and then began writing 
to space engineering companies all  
over the world to see if anyone would 
take me on. Eventually I got a job in  
The Netherlands and Germany working 
on the YES2 mission, where we snagged 
the Guinness World Record for the 
largest man-made thing in space –  
a 32km piece of kite string that we used 
to (attempt to) bring back a payload 
from space without using rocket fuel. 
After being unable to stay due to 
visa technicalities, I moved to the US 
where I completed a PhD in Aerospace 
Engineering. This mainly involved 
playing with wheeled and flying robots 
and making them avoid obstacles using 

mathematical concepts stolen from 
insects. I then worked at NASA Goddard 
for several years, preparing for a future 
robotic satellite-repair mission, and 
finally returned to The Netherlands  
to marry the girl I met on a sketchy 
dance floor here many years ago.

Highlights for me have always come 
from working in a team, pulling long 
hours, to get an experiment done.  
The most memorable of these is easily 
our YES2 test flight in the European 
Vomit Comet – an aircraft that flies 
along parabolic trajectories (going  
up and down steeply) to simulate 

weightlessness. Some of the time  
we had to concentrate and make  
sure we pressed a button at the right 
time whilst not floating away, but most 
of the time we were doing somersaults 
and supermans.

My fondest memory of being at UC  
was of telling freshers what to do 
through a megaphone, during O-Week. 
I also have favourable flashbacks  
of Terns, Naughton’s hot dogs and  
$1.50 pots of Geelong Bitter, wearing  
a penguin suit to support the chicks’  
footy team as a mascot, impersonating 
High Table speeches from academic 
deans at the soiree night, and mostly 
just having friends right down the hall.  

I’m still in contact with my UC mates, 
Ange Madden, Nic Kennedy, Dave 
Slutzkin and Cath Young and try to 
catch up with them when I’m back  
in town. 

something interesting that people 
might like to know about you… 

Whilst in the US, as a cultural 
experiment, I ate at 127 different  
chain restaurants from the Wikipedia  
list. I don’t know why. But it sure was 
a great talking point with locals. They 
love to discuss the pros and cons of 
wherever they get their burgers from.

“I believe that UC definitely 
shapes you as a person. UC  
is your entire community at a 
time in your life where you are 
learning new things, meeting 
new people, living in a new 
city,and deciding who you are.” 

anDrEW HySloP

(UC student 1999 – 2001)

I now live in The Hague, in The 
Netherlands, with my wife Eliane. I 
work as an Attitude and Orbit Control 
Systems Engineer at the European 
Space Agency (ESA) – ESTEC. This is 
a fancy way of saying that I help make 
sure that ESA’s new satellites will point 
in the right direction and will be in the 
right place at the right time. I recently 
just joined an a cappella group – Pitch 
Control – to fill in some spare time, 
and am hoping later this year to fulfil a 
lifelong dream of riding in a fighter jet; 
because how awesome would that be? 

Andrew and Eliane
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Bringing Rome home and building Jerusalems

Lynne has a wealth of knowledge, 
particularly in Theology as she is 
a former Associate Lecturer of the 
Faculty of Divinity from the University 
of Cambridge, and lecturer in Lincoln 
Theological College. She has also 
lectured in Philosophy and Art History 
for the Cambridge University Board of 
Continuing Education and nowadays 
enjoys lecturing for the U3A, both in  
the UK and in Melbourne. 

In April, Lynne treated us to her 
insightful seminar, ‘Bringing Rome 
Home and Building Jerusalems’.

Many people in medieval Western 
Europe desired to go on pilgrimage 
to Rome and on to Jerusalem. As the 
capital of the Roman Empire, Rome 
had high social and spiritual prestige 
and culture. Rome‘s seven hills were 
renowned for being the city of the  
Pope and the burial place of many 
saints. In addition, Jerusalem was a 
place of profound spiritual prestige.  
The Temple of Jerusalem was the 
centre of Jewish religious life; it 
contained the Ark of the Covenant, 
signifying the presence of God in  
this place. For Christians, it is revered 
as the place where Jesus lived, died 
and rose again. It’s no wonder that 
many followers desired to visit these 
cities but not all could afford the cost 
and risks of such an arduous journey. 
Lynne’s talk reviewed the fascinating 
range of buildings and works of art that 
replicated the holy sites to allow for 
spiritual pilgrimage closer to home.

The first church known to be built in 
England in the Roman style, was St 
Peter’s Church in Monkwearmouth, 
in the far north of the former Roman 
Empire. Abbot Benedict visited Gaul 

and returned to Monkwearmouth with 
a team of masons to build a church 
in honour of St Peter in 673. Lynne 
provided many examples of Roman 
references in churches across Western 
Europe. Places of worship were built 
to incorporate Christian imagery 
and architecture included mosaics, 
octagonal and circular shaped buildings 
and antique columns. References to 
Jerusalem included objects associated 
with the Old Testament Temple, such  
as the seven branched candelabrum,  
whilst copies of the Holy Sepulchre 
were most common and many have 
survived. These replicas were not 
focused on exactitude but rather 
bringing the holy places to mind and 
providing opportunities for pilgrimage 
experiences closer to home.  

Continuing with tradition, alumna and College Fellow, Dr Lynne Broughton, presented a seminar at the College 
during her bi-annual visit from the UK. 

visitinG feLLOW
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aLumni reuniOn

Dr Jennifer McDonaldDr Martha MacIntyre, Dr Rosemary Kiss, Diane Logan, Janet Walstab and Rosemary Blake

Standing: Yvonne Turner, Dr Lynne Broughton, Dr Rosemary Kiss, Dr Lyn McKenzie, Janet Walstab and Alison MacPhail
 Front row seated: Ms Elizabeth Grove, Dr Martha MacIntyre, Dr Jennifer McDonald and Mrs Rosemary Blake

Dr Lynne Broughton, alumna and Fellow of the College visits UC every  
two years and as Lynne and many of her closest UWC friends are turning  
70 this year, they held an event at College to mark the occasion. It was  
a great opportunity for alumni to reconnect at College whilst taking  
a trip down memory lane. 

A celebration of turning 70

I’d like to thank everyone involved for today’s celebration,  
both for the chance to catch up with people (some of whom  
I had not seen since about 1967), to relive old memories and  
for the lovely food and wine and welcoming atmosphere.  
We all had a splendid reunion, and are all set for our 80th!”
Alison MacPhail

Alison MacPhail
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Why do you think you were elected 
to Council? What do you bring to  
the College Council?

Whilst at UC I was heavily involved in 
college life. I absolutely loved my time 
there and felt the College provided a 
great environment for both personal 
and academic development. I was and 
still am a great advocate for residential 
living, and both my younger brother and 
cousin subsequently have attended UC.

I currently work at the State Library 
in the Foundation Department. In 
my time here I’ve developed a firm 
understanding of fundraising, donor 
relations and communications and 
marketing and would like to assist UC  
as it strengthens its ties with alumni  
and embarks on this exciting stage  
of redevelopment. 

What do you like most about 
University College and our 
community?

I felt that UC was a college where 
everyone really was encouraged to be 
themselves. It was a very relaxed and 
accepting atmosphere, and a place 
where diversity was encouraged and 
celebrated. I loved the opportunity to 
get involved in everything from the 
play, to ball committee and rowing. 
Cooperation, communication and 
collaboration are all skills that you 
develop in these co-curriculars and 
have stood me in good stead for 
working life. 

What was your first job?

My first job was at Bush Heritage 
Australia, where I worked in the 
fundraising and marketing team. 
Although I only worked there for five 
months before moving to the Library, 
it was a great experience as the staff 
and supporters were all extremely 
passionate about the organisation  
and preserving Australia’s unique 
ecosystem. It felt great working for an 
organisation that was so value driven, 
and I derived a great sense of purpose 
from the work. I feel very lucky to  
have that same feeling working at  
the State Library, where I also work  
in philanthropy and sponsorship. 

Who’s influenced your career  
most and why?

I’d have to say my parents. Although 
they both have a medical background 
and have never really understood  
the humanities space, they’ve always 
taught me to work hard, persist and 
finish what you start. 

What’s the best piece of advice  
you could give someone?

Support the arts, drink good wine, 
exercise outdoors and make someone 
laugh every day – even if it’s yourself! 

What’s your greatest business 
achievement?

I’d have to say growing the Friends  
of the Library supporter base by  
30% in my three years at the Library. 
We’ve undergone a rebrand, developed 
an exciting calendar of events and 

essentially done a complete program 
overhaul. It’s been wonderful to  
be so hands-on with this process,  
and it’s enabled me to work with  
various teams across the Library 
and collaborate with other cultural 
institutions such as Museum Victoria 
and the National Gallery. 

Where is your favourite holiday 
destination?

Brandfontein – our family’s beach house 
in South Africa. It’s an isolated stone 
cottage set into a mountain near Cape 
L’Agulhas. We always have family and 
friends staying with us, so the days are 
spent on the beach, playing Scrabble 
and star gazing next to an open fire.  
It’s a holiday in every sense of the word. 

name one person you’d like to have 
dinner with and why?

Probably Justice Michael Kirby. I  
saw him speak at the Writers Festival  
a few years ago and thought he was  
an outstanding individual with a  
razor-sharp intellect. I’m sure he  
enjoys a glass or two of red wine too!  

Favourite quote or motto?

“Do something that  
scares you every day”
(Eleanor Roosevelt) 

Martine Botha
COUNCIL MEMBER 

cOunciL member prOfiLe



cOmmunity

Enduring College Friendships
In late 2015, alumna Dianne Keage (1973-1975) approached the College 
to discuss the possibility of hosting a ‘reunion’ of sorts for her group of 
friends from UC. Dianne married fellow alumnus, Peter Keage (1975) and 
they have stayed in touch with many friends from their College days.  
On Saturday 13 February, UC hosted a private ‘casual picnic’ in the 
Academic Courtyard for a group of past students and their families.  
The group generously donated $500 to the Scholarship Fund to thank  
the College for hosting their event.

A million thanks! Thank you so much for all your meticulous 
organisation – we had a delightful time and I couldn’t believe  
how quickly four hours sped by!” Dianne Keage
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Mother’s Day 
at UC
For students who live away from 
home, Mother’s Day is usually 
celebrated with a phone call from 
hundreds of kilometres away or a 
Skype call. This year, students were 
encouraged to invite their families 
to a special Mother’s Day brunch at 
UC. In addition to a delicious hot 
brunch there were a few special 
treats for our students and their 
families to indulge in. This event 
was a reflection of our supportive 
and inclusive community at UC.

1975

Deborah Ingham, Francesca Griffin and Hope Ingham

Dominique Atley and Christine Atley Rhiannon Van Vliet and Deb JonesAdam Black, Nicola Black and Madeline Smith

2016
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VALE
Vale Betty 
Marginson 
aM

On 18 December 
2015, University 
College mourned 
the passing of 
Betty Marginson 
AM, who made 
innumerable 

contributions to UC, local government 
and aged care services.

Betty was President of the UC Council 
from 1986 – 1991 and retired from 
Council in 1993. She was made a  
Governor of the College in 1989. 

Betty’s achievements outside of 
UC read as an impressive list of 
accomplishments; she was admitted  
as a Member of the General Division  
of the Order of Australia (AM) in 1993. 
She was awarded the Queen’s Jubilee 
Medal in 1977, and the Centenary of 
Federation Medal in 2001, as one of  
two hundred women listed on the 
honour roll of ‘Women shaping the 
nation’, for her contributions to local 
government and services for the aged.

This list of achievements fails to  
capture the vast scope of her work; 
thousands of hours of meetings, 
debates, letters, phone calls, 
submissions and reports. Neither  
does it portray her effects on others,  
or her strong sense of personal values.

Betty Marginson believed in the  
power of government, together  
with active democratic citizens, to 
transform society for the better. Her 
outlook – liberal, secular and classless 
– and her commitment to the self-
empowerment of all persons, was  
well fitted to community work. She 
could relate freely to all without 
erecting barriers.

Ray and Betty Marginson were long  
time supporters of UC. Our thoughts  
are with Ray and the Marginson family.

Vale rhonda 
Wall nee 
Ferguson 

Born in 1946, 
Rhonda was the 
first child of Jack 
and Esma Ferguson 
and was raised 
in Wangaratta 

with her younger brother, Ross. 
She was both a keen student and 
sportswoman, excelling in tennis and 
squash. With dedicated study, she won 
a Commonwealth Scholarship to the 
University of Melbourne in 1965, living 
in University Women’s College until 
her graduation in 1968 with a BA and 
Diploma of Social Studies.

Her first job after university was at 
the Children’s Home section of the 
Department of Social Welfare. In 
1974, Rhonda left Melbourne to travel 
overland through Africa to London, 
where she found work as a borough 
social worker in Barnet, and enjoyed 
travels in Europe. On her return in  
1976, Rhonda was employed at Lifeline 
as a senior social worker. These roles 
were the first of many where her social 
work skills improved many lives and 
inspired those around her. 

Vale Kerry 
Share 

Like most of her 
friends at University 
Women’s College 
and Ormond 
College in 1972, 
Kerry was from the 
country (Benalla). 
She was enrolled 

in an Arts degree studying English, 
Psychology, Philosophy and Modern 
Government(Politics). She revelled in 
the intellectual challenges of her  
course and was a great writer.

After graduating from university Kerry 
worked at the Baillieu Library and then 
went on to work for the Department 
of Immigration, where was highly 
regarded. She married Adrian Battanta, 
and they had a son named Joseph. 

Vale Dr olive logan 

Dr Olive Logan was born in 1918 and 
passed away in December 2015. We 
were saddened to learn of Olive’s 
passing as she was our last living alumna 
from the very first intake of students 
in 1937. Olive studied Medicine at the 
University of Melbourne, and went on 
to pave the way for many women who 
have followed, and continue to follow 
in her footsteps. Olive was a notable 
woman with a memorable handshake 
– strong like her character. We were 
fortunate to catch up with Olive at a 
College luncheon in 2013 and heard 
stories from her days at University 
Women’s College. 
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Engaging alumni

Come to Melbourne and visit 
University College to get a  
genuine feel for College life. 

Sunday 21 August 2016

Free food and drinks 

Open 10am-5pm

University College
A friendly relaxed and supportive 
community 

40 College Crescent, Parkville VIC 3052 
www.unicol.unimelb.edu.au

With 320 college places in 2017, 
there has never been a better 
time to apply to UC.

sunday 
21 august 

2016OPen DAy

In light of the UC 2017 project, we will be hosting fewer events this year. however, 2017  
will mark our 80th anniversary and we look forward to celebrating this milestone with you.  
an 80th anniversary calendar of events will be published in the next edition of Frappe Fort.

UC will be hosting the following alumni reunions in 2016:

1956, 60 Year Reunion, Monday 18th July, Luncheon from 12-2pm

1966, 50 Year Reunion, Tuesday 23rd August, High Table Dinner from 6pm

If you would like to catch up with your College friends at these reunions or are interested in hosting a similar  
event or reunion, please contact Gemma Egelton, Advancement Manager: g.egelton@unicol.unimelb.edu.au


