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Since 1937, generations of students have been proud to be part of our welcoming, 
inclusive and vibrant University College community. At University College, we are 
dedicated to providing opportunities and support for our students to assist them  
in negotiating their way successfully in a rapidly changing, complex world. 

We understand that graduate study can be an intense experience and our support within the  
College community ensures that you can focus fully on your priorities while we take care of your  
day to day needs.

As a graduate student, your life at College can be customised just the way you want it. You might  
find yourself engaging in intellectual dialogue at our Fireside Chats with guest speakers and 
distinguished visiting scholars, participating in social, sporting or cultural activities or simply  
relaxing with fellow graduates in the graduate lounges and Senior Common Room. 
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Welcome
to University College

University College provided the perfect environment  
for me to focus on my graduate degree. 
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2 University College

UC has such a relaxed and friendly feel  
to it. I settled in really quickly and  
the convenience of being so close to Uni  
was a huge bonus for me.
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As the pioneer college for 
women’s education at the 
University of Melbourne, University 
College has always been 
characterised by a spirit of equality 
and diversity. Established as a 
residential College for women, it 
became co-residential in 1976 
and currently there are roughly 
equal numbers of male and female 
residents. Students come from 
a wide range of backgrounds, 
including rural and regional 
Victoria, interstate and overseas. 

The College Motto ‘Frappe Fort’, 
translates literally as ‘Hit hard’ 
although the founding College 
Council preferred to interpret it  
as ‘What you do, do with a will’ 
– this remains a key message for 
our students today. So ‘hit hard’ 
we shall. At UC we are passionate 
– with a driving enthusiasm for 
learning, sharing and life. It is a 
community which thrives on the 
dedication, support and creativity 
of its members.

The College provides a friendly, 
comfortable and stimulating home 
where intellectual discussions 
are shared, life-long friendships 
are forged and each student is 
given the resource, support and 
opportunity to realise their full 
potential.

The University  
         College
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Experience
The collegiate system is at the heart of a good University’s success, providing students 
the benefits of belonging to both a large, internationally renowned institution and to 
a smaller, interdisciplinary, academic college community. University College enables 
students from different cultures, countries, subjects and age groups to come together, 
inspire each other and share ideas. Being a part of University College can add a whole 
new dimension to your experience of graduate study. 
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Education:  
         Making your mark at University College

Current graduate students have 
found the environment at UC to 
be very conducive for self study, 
group discussions or research. 

Tutoring and mentoring 
opportunities
As a graduate student, there are 
opportunities for your involvement 
in tutoring undergraduates in your 
specialised field of study. This 
tutoring scheme is flexible and 
suited for students who find value 
in teaching, sharing knowledge 
and mentoring younger students. 

Academic workshops  
and seminars
You can take advantage of the 
practical workshops that UC 
organises each semester. Career 
orientated workshops and the 
Pathways Dinner are conducted 
to assist you to explore future 
career possibilities.

Senior students at UC also 
enjoy talks and discussions with 
distinguished academic visitors in 
what we fondly call our Fireside 
Chats. Our academic visitors 

come from all over the world 
and bring with them external 
perspectives and knowledge 
on their expert areas. These 
fascinating discussions and  
close personal interactions are 
beneficial for the community,  
not only socially but also 
academically, as they allow us  
to explore beyond the confines  
of our own subject.

While the University is responsible for all teaching and assessment, the College plays a 
crucial role in supporting our students. At University College, there is a Dean of Students 
and a Dean of Studies who are both available for consultation and support. 
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The Academic Centre
The Academic Centre has 
modern facilities including a 
library designed for private study 
or working in groups. Students 
appreciate the extensive collection 
of books available in the library; 
a collection that concentrates 
on maintaining an up-to-date 
collection of graduate textbooks. 
Your subject textbooks and 
reference books can be  
requested and purchased by the 
College for your use throughout 
the semester which is a huge 
money-saver for our students.

The Academic Centre comes 
equipped with computers, 
printers, scanners and broad-
band internet. Residents have  
24 hours access to the Centre.

This modern facility includes 
tutorial rooms that are used 
throughout the semester for 
student tutorials and academic 
seminars. It also includes two 
music practice rooms and a 
lounge discussion area with  
a beautiful grand piano for  
master-classes and chamber 
music performances. Our  
music students find much  
support from one another  
as they spend many hours 
practising in the music rooms.

Design and architecture students 
have access to a design studio 
equipped with computers and 
work areas for their projects.

The Academic Centre has been 
highly rated among students as 
the tutorial rooms are tailored 
to suit different group sizes and 
provide a conducive environment 
for teaching, intellectual 
discussions and collaborative 
group work. 

Scholarships
University College offers a range 
of graduate scholarships to 
students awarded on the basis 
of academic results, personal 
qualities, leadership, community 
contribution and financial need. 
We are committed to ensuring 
that the college experience 
will remain accessible to our 
students providing them with 
opportunities to participate and 
be a part of the excellence and 
growth of the College. We have 
a diverse and growing number 
of scholarships which are used 
to provide assistance to new 
students, returning students as 
well as graduates. Details of our 
scholarships are available on 
our website. If you would like 
further information on the financial 
support that is available to our 
students, please contact the  
Dean of Studies. 

Your subject textbooks and reference books can be 
requested and purchased by the College for your use
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The great thing about UC is that the help from  
staff and tutors is there if and when you need it. 
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LifeatUC
University College is a comfortable, friendly and exciting place to be. At UC, we value 
diversity and promote student participation across all fields of endeavour, including music, 
sports and the arts. Our excellent facilities and range of programs and activities reflect our 
emphasis on a rewarding, positive and memorable college experience for you.  
The College provides the framework – but the students do the rest!

The College has its own tennis, 
netball and basketball court 
and residents enjoy catching 
up with friends in many of our 
beautiful courtyards. Graduate 
students have their own graduate 
lounges and access to the Senior 
Common Room – your very own 
sanctuary to relax by the fireplace, 
read newspapers or have a chat 
with friends. 

After a hard day’s work, you can 
chill out and relax in the TV room 
where we have Foxtel (Pay TV), 
or work up a sweat in the fully 

equipped gym. For the creative 
inclined, there is a design studio 
and a music/band room where 
you can unleash your creative  
or musical prowess.

College students have very 
different schedules. This only 
makes life more interesting! 

As a graduate student at UC, you 
get the best of independent living 
– organising your own study time 
and social life but also having your 
daily needs taken care of such as 
having your bathrooms cleaned 
and your meals prepared.

Depending on how involved you 
want to be in the sporting, arts 
and social scene at College, you 
have plenty of options. Get active 
and join in the sporting activities 
such as football, netball or even 
rowing. Hone your musical talents 
by joining in the soirees, college 
productions and impromptu 
performances.

There is always something 
happening, someone to talk to 
and something to do or learn  
at University College.
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There are so many inspiring initiatives 
going on at UC. Being a graduate 
student, my level of involvement 
with the activities was completely  
up to me.
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Accommodation:  
home away from home
Accommodation at University 
College is amongst the best at 
the University of Melbourne and 
we are conveniently located 
adjacent to the main campus 
just a few minutes walk away. 
Set amidst lush landscaped 
gardens, the graduate rooms 
are generous in size, with large 
windows overlooking the College 
grounds or the beautiful Elm 
Walk. Graduate students have 
the luxury of living in one of the 
38 ensuite rooms with double 
beds. All ensuite rooms are 
fully furnished with bed, desk, 
wardrobe, bookcase and come 
equipped with private telephones 
and internet access. 

The Graduate Lounges are a 
fantastic space for graduates to 
get away from the hustle and 
bustle of college life and simply 
chill out and enjoy the facilities 
which include a fully equipped 
kitchen, dining table and chairs, 
TV and comfy couches. 

Food glorious food
We are very proud of our food 
culture here at UC. Unlike many 
other colleges, UC has our own 
team of chefs and catering staff 
and they are managed by a Food 
Services Manager who ensures 
that every meal is of high quality 
and nutrition. Breakfast, lunch  
and dinner are served every day  
in our Dining Hall during semester. 

As part of our sustainability efforts 
and our desire to enrich students 
with all aspects of education, UC 
now has a flourishing Kitchen 
Garden that is managed by our 
Gardener assisted by the Facilities 
and Maintenance team. Residents 
who have been involved in the 
care of vegetable beds have 
seen the fruits of their labour 
supplementing the College’s  
daily menu. 
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     community

We are aware that the demands  
of a graduate student’s course 
can be intensive. At University 
College, you will receive much 
care and support not only from 
fellow students and staff but  
from the Dean of Students  
and the Dean of Studies who 
are both actively involved in 
providing guidance, advice  
and support to all. 

We are not about to smother you 
with attention as we fully respect 
your privacy and your ability to 
make your own life choices, but if 
you need help, a shoulder to lean 
on or a listening ear, we are here.

You will find that the hierarchical 
structure of a larger, more 
traditional college does not  
exist at UC. Friendships are  
forged across all age groups, 
year levels and cultures. Equally, 
relations with graduate students, 
tutors and staff are open,  
friendly and collaborative. 

UC has been a non-denom-
inational College since its 
establishment and we welcome 
students of all faiths and none. 

A number of our alumni are  
also actively involved in the life  
of the College. Past students  
who have graduated and gone 

on successfully to become 
scientists, politicians, doctors 
and entrepreneurs are regularly 
invited to attend High Table 
Reunions and other events such 
as the Pathways Dinner. These 
events provide current students 
an opportunity to network with 
people who are professionals  
in their area of interest. 

We celebrate diversity at University 
College. Our students come from 
all over Australia and from around 
the world. Different cultures, 
backgrounds and disciplines 
mean that there is so much  
more to inspire you. 
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The UC

No man is an island, definitely not when you’re part of the UC community. We are a 
close-knit bunch and the essence of being in a college environment means that you  
will not be left to fend for yourself. 
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Giving back
Student leadership initiatives 
include programs run by the 
Community Service Committee 
where students are involved in 
fund raising efforts such as a sushi 
lunch to raise funds for disaster 
relief , or ‘Live Below the Line’ 
where participating students live 
on a budget of $2 a day in an 
attempt to experience what it is 
like to live below the poverty line, 
at the same time raising funds for 
the Global Poverty Project and 
Oaktree Foundation. 

UC going green
Sustainability is the buzz word 
in our world today and UC is 
very much a part of that effort 
to reduce our carbon footprint, 
encourage recycling, reduce  
water usage and waste and 
educate the community on ways 
to live a more sustainable life in the 
College and beyond. With typical 
UC passion and commitment 
our student led Sustainability 
Committee has developed a 
Sustainability Strategy for the 
College and is working hard  
to drive behavioural change. 

10 University College
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Melbourne

From the tranquil settings of the College, a quick 10 minute tram ride 
takes you to the centre of the lively and cosmopolitan city of Melbourne 
where extraordinary surprises wait to be discovered. Trawl through the 
many walkways of the city, from busy Chinatown to fashionable Collins 
Street. Enjoy an aromatic spiced latte in a trendy café along Degraves 
Street, get together with friends for an evening out along the Yarra, 
pick through bargains at the popular Queen Victoria Market, catch a 
blockbuster production at the Princess Theatre or transport yourself to 
Little Greece for some delicious souvlaki. The possibilities are endless. 

The City of Melbourne holds many exciting events throughout the year. 
Marvel at artistic performances at the Fringe Festival in Spring, be a 
spectator in the centre court match at the Australian Open in Summer, 
laugh out loud at one of the shows at the Comedy Festival in Autumn 
and enjoy friendly rivalry with mates at a footy game in Winter. 
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Living 
in

According to The Economist Intelligence Unit’s liveability 
poll in 2011, Melbourne is the most liveable city in the 
world. It is easy to see why.

Living so close to 
Melbourne city has its 
perks. I enjoyed visiting 
the city with friends 
and soaking up what  
it had to offer.
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Applying to UC

We encourage applications from 
students of all races, faith and 
social backgrounds. The Head  
of College, Dean of Students  
and Dean of Studies take into 
careful consideration every  
single application. 

We like to get to know our 
applicants. After you have 
submitted the application, we 
will be in touch with a Personal 
Questionnaire prior to your 
interview with the College.  
We will also request your 
nominated referees to submit 
a report which will be returned 
directly to the College. 

Now for the interview – this is a 
very important process of your 
application. It is the chance 
to showcase your intellectual 
flexibility, aptitude for your subject 
and academic commitment as 
well as your desire to be a part 
of our community. An interview 

will be arranged at a mutually 
agreeable time and if you are 
interstate or overseas, a Skype 
or phone interview may be easily 
arranged. 

To submit an application,  
simply do so via the Intercollegiate 
Office website (www.colleges.
unimelb.edu.au) or fill in an 
application form, nominating 
University College as your first 
preference. To allow sufficient 
time to complete all requirements 
of the application process, we 
do not have a closing date for 
submission. However you are 
strongly encouraged to submit 
your application to the College as 
early as possible and preferably 
by the end of December of the 
previous year. 

The application should be 
accompanied by two passport 
photos and the application fee. 

Please note that you should 
advise the College immediately of 
any changes to your information 
provided in your application, for 
example a change of contact 
details etc. 

The application process at UC is 
a very personal and careful one. 
Should you have any concerns 
or if you require more information 
regarding the application process, 
please contact the Dean of 
Students. 

Remember that we do not have 
a blueprint for the ideal student. 
University College students come 
from every imaginable background 
and bring with them a vast range 
of skills, experience and interests. 
The common factor amongst our 
cohort is the thirst for knowledge, 
unparalleled enthusiasm for their 
academic work and the desire to 
get the most out of their time at 
University College. 

The perfect way to find out what UC is really like is to visit us and get first-hand accounts 
of being a resident at UC from other graduate students. Meet with current students 
and consult with our Dean of Students about College life or our Dean of Studies on the 
courses that interest you. Individual tours by our students can be arranged upon request 
at a time that suits you. 
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Frappe Fort – what you do, do with a will
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14 University College

University College

40 College Crescent, Parkville
Victoria 3052 Australia
ph +61 3 9347 3533
fax + 61 3 9347 1549
studentenquiries@unicol.unimelb.edu.au
www.unicol.unimelb.edu.au
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