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celebrating the essence of uc

head’s report

This year, we have enjoyed outstanding 
academic results as well as successes on 
the sports fields, while there has been 
no shortage of talent in the performing 
arts and students’ creative endeavours. 
Our students continue the tradition of 
leadership, and have built on a culture  
of contribution and service. 

The community service committee has 
been involved in a range of activities 
collecting toiletries for the St Mary’s 
House of Welcome and books and 
magazines for the Royal Melbourne 
Hospital. A number of them are now 
working with ‘Crossing Borders’ to set 
up a shared meal program for refugees 
in Brunswick. Sustainability remains an 
important focus for the Student Club. 

Most importantly, we have  
been surrounded by fine young 
men and women with whom  
it has been an absolute pleasure 
to engage. 

As Head of College, seeing our students 
develop intellectually, have informed 
opinions, grow as young men and 
women and become excited about  
their futures is a joy to behold. 

As we seek to build on our success,  
I have been privileged to work with the 
College Council in realising our vision 
for the UC 2017 project. This will provide 
more talented students an opportunity 
to be part of the UC experience without 
losing our collegiate community. 

As the biggest capital works project 
undertaken since the College doors  
first opened in 1937, it will no 
doubt be quite a challenge. But the 
commitment of the Council and the 
staff is extraordinary. Importantly, the 
response from our students and alumni 
has been so positive and supportive. 
It is wonderful to feel their excitement 
and pride in the future of UC. We thank 
all those who continue to support the 
College and welcome your feedback 
and questions as we progress with  
this important endeavor. 

Our focus will always remain on the 
quality of the student experience. In  
his valedictory address, third year 
student Zak Kapakoulakis talked about 
his experiences and memories with  
the ‘one big family’ that is UC and  
of the wonderful opportunities he has 
been given here. He described UC  
as ‘something special’, saying it would 
not be the same if it were not for the 
people as they are the ones who make 
UC so memorable. Zak concluded that 
he and his peers were incredibly lucky  
to have had the opportunity to spend 
some of the best years of their lives in 
this remarkable place. We look forward 
to maintaining that culture as we 
embrace the future of our collegiate 
community. 

Dr Jennifer McDonald 
Head of College

in recent years our students, staff, council and alumni have fostered a 
community that many talented and wonderful students are constantly 
eager to join. We consistently receive far more applications than 
available places. our community is welcoming and friendly and  
takes great pride in celebrating the success of others. 
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student club

UC’s second semester of sport was 
outstanding to say the least. With 
early preparation comes great reward, 
and this was no more evident than in 
the most highly anticipated sporting 
win this year, 2015 Boys’ footy. Early 
training sessions from last semester 
paid off with all the boys in fine form. 
We managed a swift victory over long-
term rivals IH in the Grand Final. Special 
thanks go to coaches Tom Lanyon and 
Patrick McDonald, as well as captain 
Tom Coburn, whose experience and 
expertise on the field was a significant 
factor in the team’s success. 

Swimming has also been the talk 
of the town as of late, with strong 
performances by the UC crew who 
took out 4th place. Particular mention 
goes to Rebecca Holmes, whose natural 
talent in the water was on fine display  
as she effortlessly broke records for 
almost every event she was in. 

We also performed strongly in other 
sports, taking out a 3rd place in Girls’ 
Netball and Tennis, as well as a current 
4th position in sport overall, pointing 
towards the remarkable sporting  
talent that is spread amongst the  
cohort this year.

Social events continued to grow 
from strength to strength, with active 
participation and enjoyment amongst 
a large proportion of the student body. 
UC Day was particularly enjoyable, 
with bouncing castles, fairy floss, 

and popcorn complementing the 
abundance of UC jerseys, face paint, 
and rugby jumpers that students had 
donned to celebrate their beloved 
college. I cannot give enough praise  
to our social secretary, Hannah Guest, 
who has performed her role this 
year with the utmost dedication and 
discipline, and ensured that every 
student has had a magnificent time  
at all social events this year. 

Arts and ICAC events have also been 
in full force. The annual Student 
Production of ‘Avenue Q’ was  
incredible, with extremely strong  
vocal performances and acting, as 
well as superb directing from Patrick 
Abraham. I can honestly say that it  
was my favourite UC Production  
out of the three that I have witnessed 
during my tenure. 

UC was also fortunate enough to have 
some talented future directors assist 
us in our short film submission, which 
ultimately allowed us to take out a 1st 
place in the Intercollegiate Film Festival. 

The UC crew at ‘Battle of the Bands’, 
led by James Gales, was outstanding. 
Seven talented musicians played some 
stunning renditions of both modern 
and old school tunes. Unfortunately, 
competition was tough and we did 
not place. However, UC students had 
a great deal of fun witnessing such 
electrifying performances.

We are now in the throes of handing 
over to the new executive, as well as 
organising O-Week leaders for next 
year. The Student Executive is looking 
like a fine group that, led by Tom 
Wambeek as President, will no doubt 
continue to build and strengthen upon 
the amazing communal culture that 
we have at UC. I cannot thank the 
College Council, Jennifer, Peta, Marie 
and everyone else at UC enough for 
allowing me to be a part of this amazing 
College over the last three 3 years. It 
has been an enjoyable and insightful 
experience being President and 
Treasurer over my time at College,  
and seeing all facets the student  
body has to offer. 

The friendships I’ve made, the activities 
I’ve been able to participate in, the 
opportunities that have been offered  
to me; everything I’ve been able to  
do at College is something I highly 
treasure as I move onto the next  
stage of my life. I am no doubt going 
to be close to tears when I leave UC, 
though I can assure everyone that I  
will be poking my head in to see how 
this amazing community evolves over 
the next few years. Thank you once 
again for everything and for making  
my university years some of the best  
of my life so far.

aaron saw 
Student Club President 
3rd Year Commerce student 
University of Melbourne

semester 2 of 2015 has been truly memorable, continuing the excellence 
in participation and achievement across all aspects of the student club.

A Wonderful Year

Hannah Guest, Fred Harrison, Rosie Smith, Seb King, Alina Rodriguez, Ed Benson, 
Becky Pearce, Eric Bolitho, Tilly Mahoney, Aaron Saw and Sam Adler
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uc 2017 project

As outlined in the last edition, in 2014 
the College Council completed a 
master plan to prepare the College  
for a remarkable and sustainable future.  
We expect this transformative project to 
be completed by the commencement 
of the 2017 academic year. The College 
is now ready to realise this vision with 
building works set to commence in 
December 2015. We are excited to  
share with you these artist’s impressions 
of the new buildings designed by  
Lovell Chen Architects. 

This major redevelopment presents 
a unique opportunity to reimagine  
the College:

• Prioritising	the	needs	of	our	students
now and in years to come; and

• Enhancing	our	commitment	to
excellence as a residential college.

To view the complete project plan, 
please visit our website: www.unicol.
unimelb.edu.au/masterplan

university college is committed to providing the best possible college experience for our students to ensure 
that they are getting the most from their university years. as a key strategic objective, the uc 2017 project will 
ensure more students can access and participate in the uc experience without losing the vital essence of our 
collegiate community.

Artist’s impression of the 
extended Sweet wing 
and the new courtyard

Artist’s impression of the new 
frontage on College Crescent

Enhancing the future of UC for our students 

It’s about future proofing the College.  
We want it to remain a place where people  

want to go: to live, to learn, to grow.”  
Matthew O’Keefe (UC 2004-6) and member of Council
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Why doEs this projECt 
mattEr?
giving more students access to  
the UC experience 

Our first priority is the students. Demand 
for places at UC currently exceeds 
supply, with many talented students 
missing out on a place. All indications 
show that demand will remain strong. 
By creating an additional 120 places we 
will enable more students to enjoy the 
immeasurable benefits of a collegiate 
education experience at UC to support 
their university studies. Experience in 
Australia and overseas has shown that  
a community of around 320 students  
is an appropriate size for strong 
personal community engagement.

addressing the needs of students

In response to the evolving needs 
of students in the 21st century, the 
UC 2017 project will have enormous 
benefits. A larger cohort at UC ensures 
greater diversity of students, enriched 
academic and well being programs and 
enhanced facilities to support students’ 
living and learning needs. Flexible, 
modern facilities and ensuite rooms are 
not only primarily attractive to students, 
but also to conference and apartment 
guests, thereby supporting these two 
important additional revenue streams. 

The new buildings will be certified 
according to Passivhaus standards to 
improve sustainability and reduce the 
College’s environmental impact. 

The College also needs 
to remain competitive. 
With the growth of 
the University of 
Melbourne, other 
colleges around the 
Crescent have grown 
in size and enhanced 
their educational 
offerings and facilities. 
In addition, commercial 
providers have recently 
entered the student 
accommodation 
market in unprecedented numbers.  
UC must grow, we simply cannot  
afford to fall behind.

First-class facilities,  
first-class College

Another important reason we are  
doing this is because the College 
currently spends a great deal of funds 
repairing and maintaining the Roper, 
Syme and Williams wings. Due to the 
austerity of the post war modernist  
era, these buildings have not aged  
well. The rooms in these wings are  
not popular with students and have 
reached the end of their useful life. 

They are no longer cost effective.  
To ensure we are offering students  
first-class facilities, it is time to 
redevelop these wings and build 

upgraded new student rooms. The 
names of these three wings will be 
retained in the new buildings, reflecting 
the important contribution by Susie 
Williams and Myra Roper as Principals 
and the Syme cousins as founders  
and benefactors of the College.

We have consulted widely and 
listened carefully to the feedback 
of our students. Double bed rooms 
and ensuites are in great demand on 
College Crescent. Our new buildings 
will feature improved rooms, more 
functional study and tutorial spaces  
to better meet the needs of current  
and future students.

The iconic  
new dining  

hall will become  
the heart and hub 

for our community, 
a place to gather  

as one on both 
formal and informal 

occasions. 

It’s a step in the right direction  
for UC. If we’re going to compete  

with other colleges, we need to have the 
facilities to match. We need first-class 

facilities for a first-class College.”
Ed Benson, 2nd year, Student Club Vice President

Enhancing the future of UC  for our students 

Artist’s impression of 
the new dining hall 

uc 2017 project
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The current dining hall is too small  
to accommodate our student cohort.  
It was built in 1953 to cater for  
126 residents. As we now have 200 
residents, the College community 
cannot gather as one in the dining  
hall and the kitchen is not adequate  
to meet the College’s catering needs. 

One of the most important aspects of 
living in College is sharing meals – at 
High Table dinners, Commencement 
and Valedictory Dinners and informal 
occasions such as lunch or Sunday 
brunch. So many friendships have been 
forged and meaningful conversations 
enjoyed over a meal. The new light-
filled, conservatory-style dining hall will 
become an iconic feature of UC and 
the hub for our community on both 
formal and informal occasions. With 
a capacity of 400 it will comfortably 
accommodate the College’s current 
and future needs and provide a 
spectacular, highly sought after venue 
for University and corporate functions 
during our conference season. 

how will the increase in size impact 
on our College culture?

The redevelopment will increase the 
size of the College from 200 to 320 
residents. After extensive research 
of college life and consultation with 
our student representatives, we are 

confident this will not dilute the essence 
of our friendly, relaxed and supportive 
community. Many students and alumni 
speak of UC being a ‘down-to-earth’ 
College and a place for people to 
belong. We want to retain that – we  
are proud of our culture and committed 
to ensuring we do not lose what makes 
us UC. The physical features of College 
popular with students – the gardens 
and heritage buildings – won’t be lost. 
The classic conservatory design will 
ensure these features are preserved  
and enhanced. 

Why has the College chosen this 
architectural design?

For generations of UC students, the 
most popular buildings on campus have 
been the heritage buildings built in the 
1930s. Even in today’s modern world, 
students value and respond to the ‘old 
world’ experience of a college setting. 
The new wings will be built in the style 
of the original Ellis and Sweet buildings. 

This will unify the College architecturally 
and enhance the sense of place for our 
students. The exterior building design 
is stylistically derived from the 1930s 
Henderson master plan and will create 
a commanding presence on College 
Crescent. The conservatory style of 
the dining hall is based on the classic 
conservatories of Edinburgh and  
Kew Gardens. 

The expanded internal courtyard creates 
a unifying island within an island which 
protects residents from the three public 
roads encircling the College while 
maximising garden spaces. 

The response to the designs from our 
2015 cohort has been overwhelmingly 
positive and there is much excitement 
about the impact these developments 
will have at UC. 

how has the project been funded?

The project has been funded from 
borrowings with a budgeted cost of 
$28M. In a climate of low interest rates 
it is viable financially to secure this 
funding now rather than in the future. 
We are grateful to the University of 
Melbourne for their outstanding support 
in working with the College over the 
past two years to help bring the project 
to fruition as part of the Melbourne 
Student Accommodation Program. 

I’m sure it will be great for future students to have 
access to the updated facilities. Double beds  
and ensuites are a massive plus!”
Aaron Porter, 2nd year

The new buildings will look stunning. I like the  
design and keeping with the old style. The  

more ensuite rooms, the better!
Andrew Bowman 1st year

Aaron Porter and Dom Atley Lily Raynes and 
Georgie Evans

Tanisha Wijesinghe

uc 2017 project



What is the timeframe?

Work on this project commences 
in December 2015. Construction of 
the new dining hall and kitchen will 
be completed in time for Semester 2 
2016. In the interim, the College dining 
hall will be located in the Recreation 
Centre with temporary kitchen facilities 
adjacent on Elm Walk. The extended 
Sweet wing, new Roper wing, and 
expanded internal courtyard will be 
completed in February 2017 for the  
start of the academic year. Fraser  
wing, the Graduate and Hewitt 
apartments, the Academic Centre  
and Recreation Centre will be  
retained in the foreseeable future.

how will the College manage  
the impact of building works  
on students?

Fortunately the building works will be 
contained to the north east corner of  
the College grounds and separated  
from the rest of the College, thereby 
minimising disruption to the main 

courtyards and buildings. Nevertheless, 
we will work closely with our students 
to monitor and minimise any impact 
on their College experience from 
the building works in 2016. Constant 
communication with our student leaders 
will ensure the College is aware of any 
concerns and manages them effectively. 
We will also be proactive, going the 
extra mile to show our appreciation to 
our students for their understanding 
and cooperation for any inconvenience. 
Together with our student leaders, we 
have come up with a range of special 
treats: the coffee cart, soft serve ice 
cream cart and favourites such as sushi, 
chicken parma and banoffee pie are  
high on the list! A party will also be  
held at the Circus Oz Spiegeltent  
after Commencement Dinner. 

retaining the essence of UC 

Students are at the heart of everything 
we do and this redevelopment 
maintains the strong sense of 
community which is the College’s 
hallmark. This is fundamental for our 
community who are passionate about 
retaining the College’s traditional ethos 
and key strengths. In addition, it will 
provide growth and enhancement to 
ensure the College continues to meet 
the needs of its students and retains  
its reputation as a forward thinking 
College and a leader in its field. 

For further information please refer  
to our website: www.unicol.unimelb.
edu.au/masterplan
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It’s exciting to see UC investing in the  
future. It looks like there’ll be great  

spaces for future students to enjoy!” 
Fran Griffin, 1st year

uc 2017 project

COLLEGE  CRESCENT
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Aaron Porter,  
Tom Coburn,  
Leo van Veenendaal 
and Fred Harrison

Alina Rodriguez and Mitch Stent

Mercedes Stewart, Nick Hocking, Ally Lacey, Chelsea Griffiths,  
Sam Johnson, Kate Morrell, Sean Hanrahan and Tom Green.  
Front: Georgie Parker, Georgia Lewis, Yuzuha Oka and Emma Hurley

Chantal Evett and 
Chris Chiappazzo

Aaron Saw

Tilly Mahoney 
and Gill Deed

Tom 
Coburn 

and Paraag 
Bhatt

Emma Austen, Katelyn 
Gervasoni and Jess 

Gregory

Annie Drake and 
Rebecca Radny
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valedictory dinner

a valedictory dinner to remember

In many homes, the dining table is 
where family comes together, and at 
College, it is no different. Over five and 
a half thousand students have attended 
High Table at UC and shared their 
stories over many meals. It is impossible 
to know how many student events and 
announcements have been made at 
High Table over that time or the number 
of achievements at UC that have been 
recognised. A moment’s reflection 
is enough to realise that University 
College provides a rich environment for 
our students to reach their potential, 
both personally and academically. 
Most of these achievements have been 
celebrated at High Table in some way.

In his Valedictory address, Zak 
Kapaloulakis recognised that “UC really 
is a special place”. Most importantly, 
he reflected that to him, UC is most 
memorable because of the wonderful 
people he has met here. Kapa, as he 
is affectionately known, expressed his 
gratitude for the opportunities that 
living here afforded him. We are grateful 
for his contribution over three years 
through his work as an O-Week Leader 
and Food Representative but also 
because he embodies what UC stands 
for. He is welcoming, friendly, and laid 
back. Kapa has been a great asset to  
UC for three years and was a fitting 
person to give the last student  
address in the dining hall.

This year, the Head’s Leadership  
Awards went to worthy recipients 
Student Club President, Aaron Saw,  
and Vice President, Edward Benson.  

The year has gone very smoothly and 
this can be attributed to their willingness 
to work collaboratively with the 
administration, students and staff at UC. 

The Valedictory Award is nominated by 
the more senior students (those that 
had been here for more than one year) 
to the person from that group who  
had best represented student concerns, 
had been positively involved in student 
administration and had made the most 
significant contribution to the student 
body as a whole. Suitably, Edward 
Benson received this year’s Valedictory 
Award. A gentle giant, Ed has a calm, 
no-nonsense approach and gets along 
with everyone. As Student Club Vice 
President, he also received the Head’s 
Award, and the students were aware of 
this. This indicates that Ed’s contribution 
to UC, not just in his role as Vice 
President but as a general resident  
of the College, has been exceptional.

The recipient of the SCR Award is 
to be someone who is involved but 
whose efforts and work is sometimes 
‘behind the scenes’. They also support 
the efforts of the resident tutors. SCR 
President Wilhelm Burger presented this 
award to second year student, Patrick 
Abraham. Pat started the year as an 
O-Week Leader, directed the Student 
Production ‘Avenue Q’, filled in as  
coach of the netball team (when 
needed) and has been a positive 
influence around College.

Was the College Chant sung with more 
gusto this year because it is the last 
time we will “Strike’em!” in this dining 
hall? While we close 2015 with another 
successful valedictory, and say goodbye 
to the dining hall we all know and love, 
we are all very much looking forward to 
the exciting changes 2016 will bring. We 
look forward to a similarly noisy chant 
at the first Valedictory Dinner in the new 
dining hall in Semester Two, 2016.

Mrs Peta Driscoll 
Dean of Students

valedictory dinner was very special this year. While the annual event is the college’s way of bidding farewell to 
students who are leaving university college, it was the last formal student dinner in the current dining hall. 

Ben Wade, Avinaesh Kandasamy, Ed Benson, 
Will Young, Richard Crabtree, Dom Powell, 

Mubtasim Murshed, Jake Curtis and Seb King

Dr Jennifer 
McDonald  
and Ed Benson

Dr Jennifer 
McDonald and 
Aaron Saw



graduate report

What an amazing year! With the 
end of semester two quickly 
approaching, the uc motto “hit 
hard” has never been more evident 
amongst the grads. exams, thesis 
and assignment deadlines have  
kept the graduates busy, especially 
over the last few months.

hit hard!
The graduate study sessions every 
second Sunday, organised by the  
Dean of Studies and the lovely resident 
tutor, Georgie Towers, have been 
consistently full. With wine, cheese,  
and our beloved coffee cart as our 
incentives, these sessions provide  
grads with a quiet study space to work. 
After dinner on these nights the grads 
congregate in the SCR for a catch up  
and study break, after a productive 
afternoon.

During this semester we have worked 
hard but have also had some lovely 
College events to attend. UC Day 
and Pathways Dinner are two nights 
that come to mind. The UC Ball gave 
everyone a reason to dress up and  
let their hair down for a night. College 
spirit was apparent with current 
residents, past residents and residents 
from other Colleges on the Crescent 
mixing and mingling. UC Day was the 
day to wear our colours with pride  
and celebrate everything we as the  
UC community have achieved this year. 

Pathways Dinner kicked off Careers 
Month here at College. This was one  
of many events organised by UC to  
help students make connections  
with experts in their field of study.

National pride and country rivalries  
have stirred up discussion during the 
cricket, netball and rugby World Cups 
held this year. The welcomed addition 
of Foxtel to the SCR has meant early 
mornings and late nights for the most 
dedicated rugby fans.

All in all, this year has been a great  
one for the UC grads and would not 
have been as successful without the 
amazing support UC provides their  
post-graduate students.

Erin Macaulay  
Graduate Representative 
Master of Genetic Counselling student, 
University of Melbourne 
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Rebecca Greenop, Matthew Bye, 
Jasper Wolfe, Rachel O’Dwyer 

and Leo van Veenendaal
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senior common room

The fortnightly study sessions, which 
were marked by high attendance and 
productivity, continued with great 
success. Additionally, engaging Fireside 
Chats were held, of which one was a 
brief overview of UC’s rich history  
with the College Archivist, Ian Forster. 
The timing for such a talk was perfect, 
since another piece of history will 
be added to the archives with the 
upcoming Master Plan Project. Semester 
Two started with a lot of excitement 
with the announcement of the Project.

Whilst the SCR was used significantly 
more over the past year, (partly due  
to the SCR’s investment in Foxtel), I  
am sure we are all looking forward  
to the new developments with Master 
Plan Stage 1 and will make ourselves  
at home as soon as possible.

Outside our own borders, the Middle 
Common Rooms of other Colleges 
hosted a wide variety of social 
intercollegiate events. In 2016,  
the current intercollegiate graduate 
social program will be expanded to 
include sports days and potentially  

an academic program, which might  
range from group study sessions to 
tutorials and academic workshops. 

The SCR is in the process of establishing 
a link with the Graduate Student 
Association (GSA) at the University  
of Melbourne. I would like to thank  
our Graduate Representative, Erin 
Macaulay, for all her efforts to build  
the relationship and for arranging 
interactive sessions with representatives 
from the GSA to determine how the 
link can benefit the future graduate 
community at UC. Erin’s involvement  
in this capacity is definitely not 
overlooked and will greatly benefit  
the SCR in the years to come.

The year ended in style with the 
Valedictory Dinner and the ‘Farewell  
to the Dining Hall’. Valedictory Dinner 
was a great opportunity to reflect on  
the year at UC and also to recognise  
the contributions of specific individuals 
to the broader College community.  
On behalf of the SCR, I would like  
to congratulate Patrick Abraham as  
this year’s recipient of the Senior

Common Room award. His involvement, 
enthusiasm and support throughout 
the year embodies the UC culture and 
promotes cohesion between different 
parts of the College community.

Last but not least, I would like to express 
my appreciation for the involvement  
of the SCR members over the past 
year in supporting the undergraduate 
students academically and contributing 
to the community we all call home.

Wilhelm Burger 
President, Senior Common Room 
PhD Student, Department of Chemical 
Biomolecular Engineering, University  
of Melbourne

AcADemIc LIvIng At Uc
the senior common room was once again a hive of activity. it was the 
perfect space for social and academic interaction for graduate students, 
resident tutors and visiting academics. 

Cindy Nah, Dhivia 
Bhaskaran, Wilhelm 

Burger, Koki Oka,  
Alex McCluskey,  

Georgie Towers, Stephan 
Burger and Liam Byrne

Patrick Abraham and Wilhelm Burger
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After a tender process in November, 
Contract Control was selected as the 
builder by the Council and the building 
works will commence in December.  
The construction of the buildings will 
take 15 months, with the anticipated 
completion date in February 2017.  
I trust you will enjoy reading more  
about this exciting project in this  
edition of Frappe Fort. 

On behalf of the Council I am delighted 
to acknowledge two very special 
awards received by members of the UC 
Community. Alumna (1946-1949) and 
benefactor, Dr Margaret Garson was 
recently awarded a Doctor of Medical 
Science at the Melbourne Brain Centre, 
in recognition of her outstanding 
contribution to medical research and 
teaching, as detailed in this edition of 
Frappe Fort. Professor Chris Wallace-
Crabbe is a Governor of the College who 
has had many involvements in College 
life over the years, most recently in 

Creative Writing, Art and Design Week. 
One of Australia’s great poets, Chris was 
recently awarded the Melbourne Prize 
for Literature and we congratulate him 
on yet another significant achievement. 

The University College community was 
saddened by the passing of alumna 
and benefactor, Lesley ‘Bunty’ Moreton 
(1943-1944) in June. In October we 
mourned the passing of alumna, Dr 
Margaret Williams-Weir (1956-1959).  
As the first Aboriginal student to  
graduate from an Australian University, 
Margaret went on to enjoy an eminent 
career in education and the Navy in 
Australia and Canada. We were fortunate 
to reunite with Dr Williams-Weir and  
her husband Bill in 2014 when she  
gave the address at Scholars Dinner. 

In closing, I thank my colleagues on 
Council for their voluntary work and 
commitment to the College. It has been 
a busy year with much discussion and 

deliberation to ensure the College is 
well positioned for the future. Important 
decisions have been made which has 
seen the UC 2017 project become a 
reality. The contribution of our retiring 
2015 student members Mr David 
Simpson and Ms Mercedes Stewart  
has also been appreciated. 

Finally on behalf of the College Council, 
I wish to record my appreciation to 
the Head, her management team and 
staff for their dedication, efforts and 
outcomes achieved over the past year.  
It is encouraging to know that the work 
we do today will secure the future for 
our College tomorrow. I extend my  
best wishes to all of our UC community 
as the year comes to an end and look 
forward to sharing further details 
with you of the major developments 
ahead in 2016.

anne Cronin
President of Council

FroM thE PrEsiDEnt oF CoUnCil
twelve months ago, i reported in the december 2014 edition of Frappe 
Fort that the council had approved the visionary lovell chen master  
plan for the college. a year on, much has happened and the project is 
about to become a reality. 

president’s report

Ed Benson, Dr Jennifer McDonald, Prof Sheila Fitzpatrick, 
Mrs Anne Cronin and Aaron Saw 

Lizzie John
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Before Professor Fitzpatrick achieved global recognition 
for her renowned historical work on the Soviet Union, she 
was a resident at UC. We are sure there were many friendly 
faces for her homecoming. But many new faces too, and the 
first remarks she made in her speech was at her pleasure of 
seeing not just old friends gathered at the dinner, but also  
the chance to speak with the College’s current residents.

In her address, Sheila spoke of her extraordinary life and 
career. Since her time at UC she has studied and worked  
at some of the most prestigious universities on both sides  
of the Atlantic. Publishing numerous books and winning 
countless accolades, she has earned a place for herself 
amongst the most esteemed historians working today. 

Her life has truly been one of global adventure, something 
everyone who was present on the night can attest to.  
Perhaps most significant of all was her time working as a 
student in the archives of the Soviet Union during the Cold 
War – a time when international visitors such as her were 
monitored by secret agents of the Soviet state, which she  
has covered in her memoir A Spy in the Archives.

But a homecoming this truly was. Sheila reflected on the 
nature of home, and what it means for those who spend  
their lives travelling the globe, and having the sort of 
adventures she has. Working now at the University of Sydney 
after decades of travelling, Sheila considers herself a ‘returned 
expatriate,’ and spoke about the meaning and significance of 
place and memory, even after many years and many places 
travelled. It was a valuable lesson for all those gathered,  
of all ages, in the community we are building together.

liam Byrne 
Resident Tutor, PhD candidate in History,  
University of Melbourne

The Returned Expatriate
this year’s president’s dinner saw the return of many 
college alumni for a very special evening, including  
an address by professor sheila fitzpatrick. 

Aaron Saw and  
Prof Sheila Fitzpatrick

Sue McLean and  
Gemma Egelton

Manon Neyrat and Marli Wallace

Prof Sheila Fitzpatrick
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The students of what was then 
University Women’s College 
experienced great intellectual and 
physical freedom for their times; this 
was cultivated by the philosophy of  
‘a liberal discipline’ adopted by the  
first Heads and which is still maintained 
to this day. Many of the founding 
women’s arguments for establishing 
the College centered on differentiating 
‘college’ from ‘boarding house’ and 
highlighted the nature of a collegiate 
lifestyle with a focus on the quality  
of the student experience. 

While the dining hall’s function has 
remained constant over the years, its 
location has changed. The current 
dining hall was built in its present 
location sixty two years ago. Where 
it comfortably accommodated the 
College’s 126 students in 1953, in  
2015 it can no longer do so with 

over 200 students. Apart from minor 
maintenance works, it has also not  
been refurbished since that time. 

The dining hall remains the heart 
and hub of our close knit community 
where there is seamless interaction and 
integration between undergraduates, 
graduates, resident tutors and staff.  
Even visiting academics who stay for 
short periods of time feel included  
and remark on this inclusive quality.

It was only fitting, therefore, that 
we should give the dining hall an 
appropriate send off. The wider 
community had the opportunity  
to hear from Mr Kai Chen and Mrs 
Anne-Marie Treweeke from Lovell  
Chen architects. They presented the 
visionary Master Plan for the College 
which will provide the foundation  
for the College’s enhancement  
and growth in the 21st century.  

They provided a brief overview of the  
master plan, including the wonderful 
new dining hall and kitchen.

President of Council, Mrs Anne Cronin 
celebrated the occasion with a toast  
to the dining hall. Students, alumni  
and supporters of the College were  
all in attendance to mark the 
memorable occasion. 

fareWell

Farewell to the dining hall
the dining hall has always been at the centre of formal and informal college and alumni life. originally it was 
located in what is now the heritage room and from the outset provided a place where social contact was invaluable 
in fostering a strong sense of community and the development of the individual. 

Kai Chen and Dom Powell

Mary McBurnie
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this year the uc community service committee strived to make a 
difference in the local and international community. 

community service

Semester One saw a number of 
students participating in the ‘Live  
Below the Line’ Campaign to raise 
money for institutional development 
in developing countries. A number of 
students undertook the challenge of 
living on $2 a day to raise money and 
awareness about poverty in the world 
today. The UC Community Service 
Committee also met with MPs around 
Melbourne before the release of the 
new budget to try and discourage  
cuts to aid. 

Semester Two began with a collection 
of toiletries for a local homeless  
shelter, St Mary’s House of Welcome. 
Having access to showers, soap, 
shampoo and other sanitary items, 
are often a luxuries taken for granted. 
Unfortunately, these comforts are  
not available to everyone living in our 
local community. The Community 
Service Committee set up a competition 
between UC corridors to collect 
toiletries to donate to the shelter,  
which resulted in a sizable donation. 

Alongside collecting toiletries, the 
Committee ran a competition to  
collect books and magazines to  
donate to the hospital for patients  
to entertain themselves when they  
do not have visitors. This drive was 
similarly successful.

To finish a successful year of community 
service at UC, over a dozen students 
participated in the ‘Vampire Shield’, 
donating blood to the Red Cross. 

At the end of my tenure as Community 
Service Representative, I can say that 
I am proud of the commitment of all 
members of UC for their generous 
support. Whether it be through their 
moral support or active participation, 
the Committee has embodied the  
UC spirit of love and compassion, 
making an enormous effort to give  
back to the community.

tate soller 
Community Service Representative 
2nd Year Arts student

students making a difference

“The Committee  
has embodied the 

UC spirit of love and 
compassion, making 

an enormous effort  
to give back to  

the community.”

Patrick Abraham and Lilly Cahill

(Top row) Bridget 
Mulholland, Leah Hotker, 

Tess Nettlefold and 
 Lily Raynes and (bottom 

row) Alice Wivell, Sam 
Thomas, Sam Adler and  

Libby Murray

Tess Nettlefold and Lily Raynes
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aCadEmiCaLLy 
spEaKiNG
dr dashiel Lawrence,  
acting dean of studies

employability and career  
pathways became september’s  
theme, as the college played  
host to three vocationally  
focused events: the annual 
pathways dinner, an after  
dinner conversation with  
global employability expert,  
rob lawrence, and an evening  
of careers skills Workshops. 

the annual pathways dinner 
again proved a standout success as 
senior students mixed with industry and 
research leaders to gain insights into 
pursuing a successful and meaningful 
career. Keynote speaker Darrell Wade, 
CEO of the Intrepid Group, the world’s 
largest adventure travel company, 
delivered a colourful address in which 
he encouraged students to think 
laterally about their career pathways. 

In 1983 Darrell lacked a compelling 
career direction after leaving University 

College and completing his Commerce 
degree at the University of Melbourne. 
Together with fellow UC alumni, 
Geoff Manchester, the two set out 
on a six-month tour of Africa with 12 
backpackers and a converted truck. 
Their successful journey spawned a 
small-scale travel company.

After a slow start the company 
expanded and today the Intrepid Group 
consists of over 20 businesses, carries 
over 250,000 passengers a year and 
turns over hundreds of millions of 

dollars. His message – be bold and 
consider the unconventional pathways 
in your careers – inspired the audience. 

The evening provided a unique 
opportunity for senior students to  
meet one-on-one with guests drawn 
from a diversity of fields including 
veterinary science, public policy, 
art curation, financial planning and 
corporate strategy. Students acquired 
new contacts and gained fresh 
perspectives on how to embark  
on their working lives.

Ed Benson, Darrell Wade, Penny Jordan and Aaron Saw

Iain Simpson, Prof Lorena Brown 
and Tom Green

Carl Larson and Tom McGain

Ron See, Michael Lynch  
and Carly Heislers

Ellena Flahvin, Sue Cramer  
and Georgia Lewis
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The outstanding artistic, photographic and creative writing 
talents of the College were again on display during Open Day 
and in August. This year’s collection was adeptly organised by 
Ellena Flahvin, the Student Club’s Art and Design representative. 
The Creative Writing entries were organised by Vice President, 
Edward Benson.

The College was fortunate to have Dr Julie Cotter, an art scholar, 
documentary-maker and specialist in 19th century artist Tom 
Roberts, open the collection and judge the prizes. We gratefully 
acknowledge the generous support of Di Bresciani OAM who 
donated $1500 for the Di Bresciani Prize for Excellence in 
painting. We are also grateful to Dhivia Bhaskaran, the College’s 
resident tutor in creative writing, who judged the creative  
writing entries. 

“We’ve lost her,” say the words crouched by the chair.
I look into their eyes, disguised. “What?”
But the ignorant cages are opened now
And she’s no longer losing, but lost.

Life moves and I’m fine no I’m not. I am.
With each breath taken, I lose her more.
Cling to the frailty of paper memories,
dwell on possibilities truly gone.

Numbers grow and I’m losing life, losing
time. On and on the tempo, I abuse
time then it’s gone: refuse from train windows
scattered in the regrets of my history.

My vision is not lost in myopia,
but the sight of my emotions is blind.
I chase them from bottle to bedroom,
find the boy with the wanton smile.

Can I only see the details that are
his design: laugh, face, smile, and covert eyes?
I bathe in his reefs, pools, and rocky shores.
Is the ocean then lost, or am I?

Surely my exposed cage is songful now?
But something, he sighed, cannot be denied:
“I’m going to find myself,” he hushes.
Why must birds fly to find something inside?

Time can never be found, it is always
sliding though fingers like a fraying rope:
burning the palms until they let go,
lose the rope, bite the bullet, or is it dust.

I’m flung on the pavement to melt and dissolve,
an abandoned icecream on a balmy night.
But this night sees ruddy life seeping
from newfound voids. Losing sight, losing life.

And I realise: when he lost him I found me.
And when I lost her I found her; re-known
and re-told. For things lost can’t leave an absence,
vacuums are impossible in the soul.

“We’ve lost her,” say the words crouched by my head,
but they’d found me, prostrate on the ground.
The ignorant cages are actually
words, and now I am both lost and found.

lost, by Emma hollis, 1st Year Arts

this year’s winners were:

tiara le Calvez – Di Bresciani Prize for Excellence in Painting 

nicola Fogarty – Design Prize

Ellena Flahvin – Art Prize 

Emma armstrong – Photography Prize 

alice Wivell – People’s Choice Prize 

lizzie John – Short Prose Prize 

Emma hollis – Poetry Prize 

CrEatiVE Writing anD art anD DEsign WEEk 

Dr Julie 
Cotter



after dinner conversation:  
rob LaWrENCE
as a part of careers and employability 
month, the senior common room 
hosted rob lawrence, a director of 
prospect research and marketing 
and one of australia’s foremost 
international education researchers 
and market strategists. 

Each year Rob interviews thousands  
of students, academics and employers  
for market research into higher 
education. His research has seen  
him work in more than 45 countries.  
In a fascinating After Dinner 
Conversation, Rob shared his insights 
into how students can enhance  
their employability and become 
competitive in the jobs market in  
the twenty-first century. 

In addition, he offered reflections  
on emerging careers and the areas of  
the economy set to experience global 
growth. The evening was especially  
well attended by the College’s 
international and Study Abroad  
students, many of whom are keen  
to pursue international careers. 

employability and 
careers seekers skills 
the college’s annual expansion of 
vocational workshops and events 
continues to be well received by 
students. 

An evening of employability training  
was held in the Heritage Room as part  
of Careers Month. Shaun Coulton, a 
youth employment specialist from 
Finger Print Me Academy, discussed  
key strategies for crafting professional 
cover letters and resumes that  
engage employers. 

A third workshop unlocked the  
secrets to networking for employment. 
Shaun, former LinkedIn employee and 
educator, rounded off the night by 
detailing the value of LinkedIn as  
a networking and researching tool 
before providing invaluable tips on  
how students can maximise their  
profiles to find employment. 
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FirEsidE rEport: history oF UC
in the first fireside chat of the semester university college archivist,  
ian forster, delivered a special presentation on the history of uc. 

Drawing on his extensive knowledge of the topic, Ian gave a fascinating talk 
with the aid of a range of photographs and other interesting historical materials. 
He told those assembled of the long and tenacious campaign to establish UC, 
enlightening us on the many fascinating personalities connected to its early 
history. He even challenged us all to find the original foundation stone –  
a hidden gem of the history of our College!

liam Byrne 
Resident Tutor, PhD candidate in History, University of Melbourne

aCadEmiC aChiEvEmENt 
CELEbratioN

at the council high table in  
august the college congratulated 
our high achieving students on 
their semester one results. 

Students who achieved two or  
more H1s or Higher Distinctions 
were rewarded with a $50 voucher 
and letter of congratulations.

Congratulations to Patrick 
Hennessey who achieved the 
highest average grade in his 
semester one results.

study, chat and chill 
sunday study sessions continue  
to be a centerpiece of the senior 
common room’s vibrant social  
and academic life. 

Every second Sunday, graduate 
students and resident tutors head  
to the Heritage Room to study in  
quiet company. While it can be easy  
to lack motivation during graduate  
or PhD studies, by studying together, 
the graduates gain a sense of 
camaraderie and find inspiration 
to revise lectures, write essays and 
overcome procrastination. 

The coffee cart and snacks work 
wonders as inspiration for the long 
afternoon of study. After dinner 
everyone reconvenes for a more 
relaxed end to the evening in the 
Senior Common Room. There they 
are rewarded with a movie or relaxed 
conversation and a glass of wine. 
These evenings help the graduate 
cohort come together to strengthen 
friendships and maintain the strong 
community UC is known for.

georgie towers 
Resident Tutor and Senior Common 
Room member

students scored  
two or more H1s  
or HDs67

students received  
a full complement  
of four H1s or HDs.15

Emma Austen  
and Zhi  

Xiang On
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visitors

Over the past six years they 
have developed a workshop and 
performance piece called ‘Living in 
Between’, which uses storytelling and 
interactive activities to explore the 
issues around refugees and racism.  
They have won a number of awards 
for their work and have delivered 
workshops and presentations 
throughout Tasmania and Melbourne. 
The group exemplifies how young 
people can empower themselves as 
well as educate their community  
about the impacts of racism.

This group of young people stayed  
at University College in early October 
and held workshops for our residents. 
The workshops were well attended,  
with many finding the workshops 
incredibly beneficial. Jasper Wolfe, 
Masters of Teaching, remarked: 

“It was a really rewarding 
experience, unexpectedly  
moving and insightful.”

The group, established in 2008,  
aimed to give a voice to Culturally and 
Lingusitically Diverse (CALD) students 

who had arrived in Australia as refugees, 
asylum seekers and migrants. A small 
group of young CALD students at a 
Hobart college realised that much of the 
racism they and their family members 
were experiencing was the result of 
systemic ignorance and misinformation. 
So they started to tell their stories to 
their schools, university groups, TAFE 
classes and community groups. 

Since then the group has expanded  
and developed. Over 220 young  
people have been involved, from 
countries such as Sudan, Congo, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Bhutan, Burma, 
Ethiopia, Egypt, China, Thailand, Iran, 
Pakistan, India, Chile, Poland, Italy, 
Vietnam, Uganda, Burundi and Kuwait.

With young people telling their own 
stories, they gain skills in English, public 
speaking, team work and organising 
a project. A number of SAR members 
have taken on the paid role of project 
officer for the group and received 
valuable work experience. Many SAR 
graduates have moved into full time 
work or enrolled in further study. 

For many people this is their first 
experience of getting to know another 
culture or hear the story of someone 
who has had to leave their home as 
a refugee. The feedback the group 
receives from participants proves that 
this group is having a real impact on 
changing people’s ideas and reducing 
racism. The safe and open environment 
that SAR engenders seems to be the  
key to challenging prejudice and 
effectively educating people about  
the issue of racism. 

More information about the project can 
be found at www.afairerworld.org 

students against racism
tasmanian group students against racism are passionate about building 
understanding in the australian community about refugees, what the 
refugee journey is like and the impact of racism on young people. 

“I used to feel isolated and 
misunderstood but SAR made 
me feel valued and that I had 
something to give back to 
Australia. It gave me power 
because people wanted to  
hear my story and listen to  
what I was experiencing.  
Now I am in my final year of 
University, Hobart is my home 
and I am a part of Australia.” 
Nene, SAR member
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Daniel Johnston, Seb King, Angus Rose, Emma Armstrong, 
Grace Miller, Andrew Bowman and Sam Adler

Fran Griffin, Dom Atley, Christie Yung and Emma Armstrong

Standing: Fran Griffin, Daniel Johnston, Grace Miller, Seb King, 
Emma Armstrong, Angus Rose, Lizzie John, Eleanor Gleeson and 

Richard Crabtree. Kneeling: Christie Yung, Andrew Bowman, Jane 
Gould, Sam Adler, Dom Atley, Laura Rawlings and Jordan Koder

uc production



It seemed a mammoth task with only 
two and a half weeks to put the whole 
show together, including learning the 
required puppetry. However, it was 
made both possible and enjoyable,  
due to the passion and commitment 
from all involved. 

While the themes of the musical initially 
seemed risqué, the coming-of-age  
story of a man departing College to 
discover the real world, ultimately, 
couldn’t have been more appropriate  
to the predominantly College audience.

The audience was particularly receptive 
to the comedic bickering between Rod 
(Jordan Koder) and Nicky (Sebastian 
King), who were hilarious in the 

spotlight with their incredible portrayal 
of best friends living together. 

The show ran smoothly with well 
timed lighting, especially as the lighting 
managers (Dom Powell and Lily Raynes) 
were given just two days to learn the 
show and the lighting set up as well.  
In addition, the band was phenomenal, 
led by the highly experienced Musical 
Director, Isaac Bartels. 

The nerves of opening night dissipated 
half way through Act 1, with each cast 
member realising just how much they 
loved performing for their peers, who 
watched the show with enjoyment.  
Act 1 closed with a spectacular solo  
of leading woman, Kate Monster  

(Lizzie John), who stole the show with 
her flawless vocals and expert puppetry. 

The immense talent of the students 
at University College was highlighted, 
and most importantly, the show 
was instrumental in forging lasting 
friendships within the cast and crew. 
The show wouldn’t have been possible 
without the hard working production 
team, particularly the Producer, Jake 
Curtis. The experience was enriching  
for all those involved and I am extremely 
honoured to have directed an amazing 
show with incredible friends. 

Patrick abraham 
Director, 2nd Year Science

everyone’s a little bit…

uc production
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I wish I could go back to college.
In College you know who you are. 
You sit in the quad, and think, 
“Oh my God! I am totally gonna go far!” 
– Princeton

In August, ‘Avenue Q’ the musical was held at Union House theatre, the University of melbourne. the very talented 
cast and crew produced one of the most successful productions in University college history. 

Angus Rose
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aLiCE WhitEhEad
(UC resident 2013 – mid 2014)

My exchange took me to glasgow, 
scotland in semester two, 2014. 
Following my semester there, i 
travelled through Eastern Europe.  
i started in Finland, looped down as 
far as slovenia and then back across 
to the Uk (mostly by train). going in 
second semester seems to magically 
give you really long holidays both 
before and after you go.

The purpose of my exchange was to 
live and study somewhere new. I love 
the process of uprooting and getting 
to know a new place. Exchange was 
something I had planned on since I 
started university. I decided against 
a gap year and instead opted for this 
as an alternative. I liked the idea of 
studying abroad, it helps you really 
become a part of the place without 
feeling like too much of an outsider  
(as you often do when travelling). 

Glasgow is full of hidden shops and 
cafes, a bit like Melbourne. It’s a great 
city for culture. During the semester  
I lived in an apartment with four other 
exchange students. It was nice to 
have people around you in the same 
situation, and to do the touristy  
things with. 

I think coming to UC helped me  
realise how much fun it can be  
making a home away from home. 

It was a fantastic experience. If anyone 
at UC is thinking about going they’re 
welcome to ask me any questions.

uc abroad

UC abroad

i did an exchange program for one 
semester in Manchester at the end  
of 2014. i lived in ronson hall, a 
small but cosy hall of residence that 
caters for international kids. Everyone 
who stayed there was on an exchange 
program and was from all walks of life. 

I travelled to Amsterdam, Paris, Nice, 
Monaco, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leeds, 
London and Finland. Highlights of my 
exchange were probably experiencing  
the northern lights in Finland and 
stepping into The Hall of Mirrors  
in Versailles, which was where The  
Treaty of Versailles was signed. 

My exchange came about when I  
was discussing doing an exchange 
program with a couple of friends.  
We decided to attend an information 
session and the rest is history. 

I hoped to accomplish several things  
on exchange; travelling the world on  
the pretext of studying, learning more 
about my area of study (chemical 
engineering) from different angles,  
and stepping out of my comfort zone.  
I am very thankful that I had the 
opportunity to travel overseas to see  
the world and immerse myself in a 
different culture, and I can say that  
I have accomplished the goals I  
set out to achieve. I went overseas 
on my own, but met so many people 
in Manchester that I can safely say 
Manchester feels like a second home. 

If you have the opportunity to do 
an exchange, JUST DO IT. There is 
nothing quite like travelling the world 
to broaden your perspective on life and 
improving your communication skills. 
Don’t make the mistake of travelling just 
to take a picture so that you can post 
it on Instagram or Facebook. Instead, 
immerse yourself in their culture,  
soak in the sights and sounds, meet  
new people and form relationships. 

Worldly experience is invaluable 
and learning the tact to deal with 
people of different cultures is an 
essential skill in the real world. 

GEraLd ChaN 
(UC resident 2013 – mid 2014)
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uc abroad

Coming from a small country  
town of about only 14,000 people  
in western Victoria, i travelled  
down to Melbourne to spend my  
first two years out of high school  
at UC and to study at rMit  
University. i considered this a big 
transition, and it was at the time.

This year however, I travelled across 
the Pacific to California on a science 
research visit as a part of the PhD I’m 
currently undertaking at Melbourne 
University. This was an even bigger 
transition than the one years prior. 

I was fortunate enough to spend three 
weeks at the NASA Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory (JPL) in Los Angeles. The  
lab is where some incredible pieces  
of space exploration have been 
designed and built including the Mars 
rover (“Curiosity”) and the Voyager 
spacecraft (1 and 2). On top of that,  
I spent two weeks at Stanford University 
located in the famous Silicon Valley. 
This experience was something I had 
never thought possible coming from  
a small country town. 

The main purpose of the trip was to 
attend the first science-team meeting 
for the recently launched NASA satellite 
OCO-2 (Orbiting Carbon Observatory 2;  

launched July, 2014), an impressive 
scientific instrument designed to 
monitor Earth’s carbon dioxide as well 
as its forests, agriculture and other 
ecosystems. 

Perhaps of greater benefit was  
the opportunity to meet and work 
alongside some of the greatest scientific 
minds in Earth-system research today. 
This included leading researchers in 
fields such as ecology, plant physiology 
and climate change. It was interesting  
to see how devoted these people  
were to their work and the cause  
they believed in. There seemed to  
be an underlying competitive tone  
to everybody’s day, particularly at 
Stanford, but during my short stay  
this seemed to motivate individuals  
to conduct better science.

The trip came about from the great 
contacts my PhD supervisor has, and 
the current work I’m doing in my 
PhD, which focuses on how Earth’s 
ecosystems take-up and cycle carbon 
dioxide from the atmosphere. 

It was a solo adventure, forcing me to 
put myself out there and interact as 
much as possible with the people I met 
at both Stanford and JPL. At Stanford it 
was inspiring to meet some very driven 

mid-twenties people, which of course 
(as I was in Silicon Valley) included some 
entrepreneurs looking to make it big.

At JPL I met a diverse group of people 
from all around the world at all different 
stages of their careers, and heard great 
stories of their scientific discoveries  
and controversies, including one  
slightly unnerving story of the night  
a mountain lion came down to JPL  
to feast on the resident deer. 

From this trip I discovered that there  
is a whole other world out there, 
and it’s full of inspiring people doing 
really valuable and interesting work. 
Importantly, these people are still just 
people, and I now recognise there are 
no real limitations to what any single 
person can achieve.

I think the experiences I had at UC 
provided a key stepping-stone in my 
transition from high school to bigger 
things, and coming to this realisation. 

Finally, I had the discovery that putting  
a satellite into orbit is really hard!  
NASA’s new satellite OCO-2 is named 
as such due to what they call a “launch 
vehicle payload fairing anomaly”, 
in layman terms, the first carbon-
observing satellite OCO(1) ended up  
at the bottom of the Antarctic ocean. 

This experience was something  
I had never thought possible 
coming from a small country town.”

aLEX NortoN
(UC resident 2009 – 2010)
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uc abroad

i went on exchange to Durham 
University in Durham, England  
from august 2014 to July 2015. i 
travelled to a number of different 
places while i was there. i spent a 
couple of months traveling around 
Western Europe. i also spent some 
time traveling around scotland  
and England.

I wanted to break up my degree a  
little bit and spend some of it in  
another country. Going on exchange 
meant that I could do this without 
adding any extra time to my degree. 
I decided to go to Durham because 
it has a very good history program 
and I thought it would give me the 
opportunity to focus on some areas  
of study that I wasn’t able to in 
Melbourne. I also thought attending 
university in a small town like Durham 
would be a very different experience 
than university in a big city like 
Melbourne.

I had the chance to meet a lot of 
interesting people from all over the 
world during my exchange; which 
means I now have friends to visit all  
over the world. 

I had the opportunity to do an internship 
at Durham University Museum of 
Archaeology and Durham Castle,  
which meant that I got to spend time 
working with a museum curator and 
learning about how museums run. 
This also gave me the chance to meet 
a number of archaeologists, heritage 
workers and conservation specialists.

I’d say my time at UC definitely 
impacted on my time abroad. The 
experience of moving to Melbourne 
and living at College helped me while 
traveling by myself and settling into  
life in a new country. I also had the 
chance to catch up with some friends 
from UC whilst overseas. It was always 
nice to see a friendly face from back  
in Australia.

While I was away I think I also learnt the 
value of spontaneity. Not everything 
went to plan while I was on exchange 
and I had to learn to accept that a lot 
more than I ever had before. Some 
of the things that came up at the last 
minute or came about as a result of  
my original plans falling through were 

the most enjoyable. This meant I got  
to travel to places and meet people  
I wouldn’t have anticipated.

Durham is quite a small city and unless 
you know of the university it is probably 
not a place a lot of Australians would 
have heard of. This is such a shame 
because it is probably one of the most 
beautiful towns in England. Walking 
through Durham often felt like walking 
back in time. The cathedral, castle  
and river made it an absolutely 
breathtaking city.

I would strongly recommend 
going on exchange or 
studying overseas to anyone 
who is thinking about it. It’s 
a challenging but extremely 
rewarding experience. I think  
I came back from my time 
overseas more prepared to  
finish my degree and ready 
to move onto the next step, 
whatever that is. 

savaNNah matUsiK
(UC resident 2013 – mid 2014)
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aWards

When Margaret Garson graduated from 
medical school in 1951, the professional 
barriers for women ambitious enough 
to contemplate specialist training were 
significant. Embarking upon clinical 
specialist training was particularly  
hard, so when she was denied entry  
to training in obstetrics, Margaret 
decided to specialise in haematology  
and pathology. 

A decade later, having finished her 
haematology training, Margaret travelled 
to Texas, USA with her young family 
and husband, who was on a scholarship 
to study plastic surgery, with an 
accompanying spouse visa that did not 
enable her to work. With the generous 
assistance of her husband’s boss’s wife, 
Margaret obtained a research fellowship 
with the University of Texas Medical 
Branch, a National Institutes of Health 
grant, a working visa and childcare. 

Her arrival in Texas followed the 
University of Pennsylvania School of 
Medicine discovery of the Philadelphia 
Chromosome – the identification of 
a translocation between two human 
chromosomes that resulted in an 
oncogenic fusion associated with a 
range of leukaemia – something the 
director of her research unit was keen  
to discover more about. Margaret was  
sent to the Rockefeller Institute in New 

York to learn the techniques needed  
for chromosomal research. Fascinated  
by this emerging field she immersed 
herself in the literature and, setting out 
to learn all she could, developed an 
expertise in cytogenetics. 

On her return to Melbourne four years 
later, the Professor of Medicine at  
St Vincent’s Hospital in Melbourne, 
Carl de Gruchy, asked Margaret to help 
establish a cytogenetics laboratory at 
the hospital. Over subsequent decades, 
she led the development of a centre of 
cytogenetics and trained generations of 
cytogeneticists and haematologists at 
the hospital. Eventually becoming the 
Victorian Cancer Cytogenetics Centre, 
the laboratory developed a statewide 
expertise and a leadership role in the 
field. To this day the Centre continues  
to conduct important research and  
plays a critical role in the diagnosis  
and treatment of haematological and 
other cancers across Victoria. 

Margaret’s early entry into, and 
leadership of, the development of 
cytogenetics in Victoria enabled cancer 
patients across the state to benefit 
from techniques that have improved 
the diagnosis of their disease, the 
development of a prognosis and 
have been used to monitor disease 
remission or relapse. Equally, her 

dedication to training successive 
generations of specialists produced a 
community of expertise and a diaspora 
of cytogeneticists and haematologists 
across the world. Margaret’s award of 
Officer of the Order of Australia was 
made in recognition of her distinguished 
service to medical research and to 
education – the two streams that  
feed the pool of clinical practice. 

Margaret was a student at University 
College from 1946-1949. She is an 
engaged alumna and one of our 
longest serving supporters. Margaret 
also established the Margaret Garson 
Medicine Scholarship to support UC 
students who are studying medicine. 
Margaret Garson’s contributions to 
medicine, as a role model for women  
in research, through her leadership in 
the establishment of cytogenetics as  
a new field of medical research in 
Victoria and as a mentor and teacher  
to generations of medical scientists  
have been fundamental to the 
development of cancer treatment 
services in Victoria. 

Award of Doctor of medical  
Science (Honoris causa) to  
Dr Margaret garson ao 
uc alumna, dr margaret garson was recently awarded a doctor of medical 
science at the melbourne brain centre on tuesday 10th november 2015. 

did yoU KNoW?
alumnus, businessman and donor to the College,  
mr sandy mcGregor (1988-1990) and his wife  
mrs Eliza mcGregor were lucky at this year’s 
melbourne Cup as joint owners of the winning 
horse, prince of penzance.

it was a melbourne cup for the history books, as michelle 
payne became the first female jockey to win the famous 
race. sandy and eliza are generous supporters of the  
Qls group Wimmera mallee scholarship which enables  
a student from the Wimmera mallee region to have 
access to the uc experience.

Dr Margaret Garson AO  
and Ms Elizabeth Alexander AM

Sandy McGregor  
and Michelle Payne
Photo by Scott Barbour, 
Getty images
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sports report

At one of the favourite sporting events 
of the year, the Intercollegiate Rowing 
Regatta, the UC Girls’ Rowing Team 
were very close to winning, narrowly 
coming second place to St Hilda’s.

We managed to make the Girls’ Hockey 
grand final, played under lights at night 
with a vibrant UC crowd cheering on a 
superb performance by the girls. 

The Boys’ Footy team played a stellar 
game in the grand final against 
International House, winning by only  
a few points. Liam Byrne stood up in  
the last half of the game and helped  
the lads battle on, helping us to defeat 
the team that had beaten us in the 
grand final in recent years. 

The Girls’ Netball teams were able 
to knock out some top teams from 
the competition, including Ormond 
and Queens, however were unable to 
make the grand final. Special mention 
goes to Michelle Kerrin for an amazing 
performance on the court. 

UC’s basketball talent was on show  
at the Melbourne University courts,  
with both teams making it to the top 
four, narrowly missing out on playing 
in the grand finals. Stand out players 
included Koki Oka, Luke Stahelski  
and Chantal Evett. 

Tennis was the last sporting event for 
the year, with the UC team making it  
to third place. UC’s own Student club 
Vice President, Edward Benson, and 
female singles player, Meg de Boer,  
led the UC side strongly. 

All in all, it was a very successful year  
for UC sport in 2015. We want to wish 
all the best to Samuel Bolitho and  
Zoe Burrows, the UC Sports 
Representatives for 2016. 

alina rodriquez and Fred harrison 
Sport Representatives 
2nd Year Environments students

Well it’s definitely been one of the 
most successful years UC has had 
when it comes to sport! 

SportIng sUCCEss
Isaac Brambley
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We are focusing on a list of proposals 
for the College to consider as next year’s 
developments come to fruition. The 
proposal addresses key concerns such 
as food wastage and sustainable water 
usage, heating and cooling within the 
Passive House principles. The proposals 
are designed to express current students’ 
concerns in the hopes that existing 
funding held by the UCSC could be 
utilised to minimise the College’s 
environmental footprint. 

The Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden 
continues to be a success; students 
harvested masses of beautiful vegetables, 
from cabbages and carrots to kale and 
cauliflower. A most successful harvest 
season! The UCSC is now looking for 
ways to ensure that we are making a real 
and effective impact on the behaviours 
of students by increasing awareness of 
sustainable living for both members and 
non-members alike, for years to come!

Ellie Packham  
Sustainability Representative 
2nd Year Arts student

sustainability

SUStAInAbLY SpeAkIng
for the uc sustainability committee, semester two saw a focus on growing the relationship with footscray 
north primary school, and setting up a framework for the next year’s committee. the fulfilling experience of last 
semester’s project has left us with a desire to focus on the impact we can have on those outside the college and 
within the surrounding community. 
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development

development corner

It’s immensely encouraging to see 
the momentum building within 
Advancement at University College. Our 
students are the true beneficiaries of 
your support and the UC Scholarship 
Program helps students to meet the 
financial demands of living at College. 
As you are aware, the UC experience  
is invaluable by supporting students 
within a friendly and relaxed community 
whilst they study in Melbourne. 

As the year is drawing to a close, it 
is a good time for reflection; to see 
what worked well, to find room for 
improvement and to consider how  
we can achieve more for our students 
and supporters throughout this time  
of transformation for UC. I was reading 
through feedback from students who 
received scholarships this year and 
wanted to share some of their  
thoughts with you.

“The financial support offered through 
this scholarship has been invaluable.  
It’s allowed me to cover the last part 

of the residential fees, aiding me in my 
long term goal of supporting myself 
through UC after a gap year working in 
2013, and several jobs in the meantime. 
This has been incredibly beneficial for 
me and my family, and we are very 
grateful for your generosity.” 

“There is no way to fully express 
the gratitude for your generous 
contribution. It effectively gave me  
the opportunity to return to a second 
and final year here at University College, 
a year as joyous and rewarding as the 
first….the financial support significantly 
assisted the transition from rural to 
inner city life, and the distance between 
Melbourne and my family. The last two 
years here at UC have been incredible 
and would not have been possible 
without you!”

“Your generosity has helped me 
immensely in my academic endeavours. 
The scholarships I received from you 
have helped me to engage in my studies 
with one less worry on my mind.” 

“I can’t wait to go home and tell all  
my family and friends about the year 
that I have had and I would like to 
say thank you for all of your support, 
particularly through the scholarship. 
Your support helps tremendously,  
for me and for my family.” 

“Receiving the scholarship has relieved 
financial pressure that would have 
otherwise meant increasing my work 
hours and sacrificing study and university 
work. Your donation has allowed my 
family and I to afford a second year  
at College and the opportunities that 
come with living at the university.” 

It is evident that financial support 
through scholarships makes a 
difference. The students are incredibly 
grateful and their time at UC is 
enhanced by the experience. Thank you 
and I look forward to partnering with 
the UC community further in 2016. 

gemma Egelton
Advancement Manager

mr g Addison 

mrs S Addison 

mrs S balderstone 

mr D beauchamp 

mrs n binding 

mr r binding 

Dr g blanch 

mrs J blencowe 

mrs A bolitho 

mr S bolitho 

Lady m boston of 
Faversham 

mr n boyd-clark 

Dr D bresciani oAm 

mr L bresciani 

mrs p buchdahl 

mrs n burns 

mrs I chambers 

mr m chambers 

Dr c cheers 

mr r cross 

mrs D Demack 

ms A Duncan 

ms g egelton 

mrs J ellis 

mr D eltringham oAm 

mrs J eltringham 

mrs L Falloon oAm 

ms D Farrell 

mr p Farrell 

Dr L Figgins-pierce 

mrs n Ford 

mrs p Ford 

Dr m Freeman 

mr S Freeman 

Dr r glow oAm 

ms A Harcourt 

mr r Harcourt 

mrs J Hedstrom 

mrs J Holmes 

mrs J Horseman 

mr r Horseman 

mrs L Howden 

Dr e Hurrell 

Dr J Hurrell 

Dr A Jabara 

Dr e Jensen 

mrs g Jensen 

Assoc prof c Johnston 

ms m kelso 

mrs b kendall-White 

Dr D koder 

Dr S koder 

miss n Leek 

ms r Livock 

mrs Y Loof 

ms m macritchie 

mr k manoussakis 

mr J mathieson 

Dr J mcDonald

mrs e mcgregor 

mr S mcgregor 

mrs S mcLean 

ms n mcLennan 

mrs D millar 

miss A miller 

mrs o milne 

Dr J mitchell 

Dr A moffatt 

prof m monk 

Dr e morrison 

miss b morton 

ms H murray 

mrs b o’keefe 

mr p o’keefe 

mrs A oppenheim 

mrs D parker 

mrs g pavlovski 

mr L peris 

ms n peris 

mrs J pettitt 

ms J phung 

ms A pipkorn 

mrs c power 

mrs J pretty 

mrs c rathjen 

mrs A robertson 

mr b rogers 

ms H rowley 

mr g ryles oAm kSJ 

mrs J ryles oAm 

Dr m Smith 

mrs J Stewardson 

Dr r Stewardson

mrs A Stewart 

miss e Stone 

mr J Strang 

Dr r terry 

miss Y turner 

mrs m Wallace 

mrs J Walstab 

mrs g Walter 

Dr b Wambeek 

mr c Warrell 

Dr m Wheeler 

rev r Wheeler 

Dr b Williams 

mrs v Wilson 

mrs p Wood 

ms S Yong 

mrs m Zuiddam 

Arnhem Investment 
management pty Ltd

August pty Ltd

Australian 
communities 
Foundation

David Syme charitable 
trust

DmW Industries  
pty Ltd

ecycle Solutions  
pty Ltd

perpetual trustee 
company Limited

rotary club of carlton

the Invergowrie 
Foundation

the raymond purves 
Foundation

Youth music 
Foundation of 
Australia

14 anonymous donors

thank you to our 2015 donors

thank you to all the donors who have supported the 2015 uc annual appeal – the response has been terrific. 
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council member profile

johN mathiEsoN 

Why do you think you were chosen 
to join Council? What do you bring 
to the College Council?

I think my many years of experience in 
management and trading in financial 
markets and then venture capital 
investing was considered to be able 
to contribute to the Council. Plus of 
course, I was a past resident at the 
College in the 1970s and was keen to 
reconnect and make a contribution. 

Soon after I joined the Council, the 
previous Treasurer discovered a keen 
interest in travelling and I unexpectedly 
became Treasurer within my first year on 
the Council. That was quite unbelievably 
more than 4 years ago now.

What do you like most about 
University College and our 
community?

Where do I start! Firstly my time at  
UC, while it may have left the senior 
staff with a few headaches, left me  
with many great memories and a 
number of lifelong friends. 

At a Council level, the experience has 
been very rewarding. The exceptional 
Senior Staff and Councillors, both 
current and previous, have been 
a pleasure to work with and learn 
from. Meetings are professionally and 
inclusively managed, with everyone 
making a valuable and welcomed 
contribution. 

I particularly enjoy attending student 
related functions such as Academic 
Dinners and Pathways Dinner, where 
there is an opportunity to engage 
with current students. I also get the 
opportunity to relive my youth and  
bore the students with College war 
stories from the 1970s!

And finally the culture of respect and 
collaboration established and nurtured 
by the Head and her senior team 
permeates everything at the College, 
making it a pleasure to become a  
small part of the College again. 

Who’s influenced your career  
most and why?

I think a gentleman that I met only a 
handful of times, Gary Rosengren. He 
was the HR man at AMP in Melbourne 
who interviewed me in 1979. He said to 
me – we have two positions – one in 
the accounting department or one in 
the money market. I knew little about 
what that meant then and threw myself 
unprofessionally at his mercy. He said 
– “you look like a money market type 
to me”. He turned out to be an astute 
judge and I owe that man a great deal!

What’s the best piece of advice  
you could give someone?

Never underestimate the importance 
of critical thinking. The truth and the 
facts are important – do not accept 
everything you are told or you read 
in today’s world without question.

What’s your greatest business 
achievement?

Hopefully it is still coming!

Where is your favourite holiday 
destination?

I will travel anywhere, anytime, for 
any reason – holiday or work. If you 
complain to me about hating airports 
you are complaining to the wrong 
person! In my experience there is no 
such thing as a bad travel destination – 
well not yet anyway! 

name one person you’d like to  
have dinner with and why?

Probably no one person, but any 
significant historical figure who holds 
the key to an unsolved mystery or about 
whom the facts or circumstances are 
still much debated today would be 
interesting – e.g. perhaps someone 
like Jesus Christ, or other key Biblical 
figures. Of course if I came back from 
dinner armed with the truth no one 
would believe me anyway!

My time at UC left 
me with many great 
memories and a number 
of lifelong friends.”

coUncIL member, treASUrer 
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reunions

Thankfully UC provided name badges, 
not that we think we’ve changed much! 
Though as we arrived at UC, current 
students were returning from “Chooty” 
(we found out that’s Chicks Footy), we 
did think they looked awfully young!

The Heritage Room was filled with 
laughter and chatter as people caught 
up with each other, in many cases after 
more than 28 years. Following a group 
photo, the tour of UC provided many 
trips down memory lane. We wandered 
past our first year rooms, recalled meals 

in the dining hall, past events in Leitch 
Hall and exclaimed about the new 
facilities including the gym and the  
art and design studio.

Whilst planning the reunion and 
throughout the night, I recalled building 
those friendships at UC in 1985 that 
were formed during a pivotal time as 
we moved out of home and started uni. 
I remembered alumni who were there 
when we arrived and who followed us 
in the next few years as friendly people. 
Contacting 1985 freshers and catching 

up after so long was surprisingly easy 
and definitely worthwhile. Many thanks 
must go to UC for hosting us and to  
the current students for putting up  
with the ‘noisy old people’ that Saturday 
night. After pre-drinks and a tour of  
UC, we moved on to Naughtons where 
the catch-up continued. We hope to 
have a 35th and/or 40th reunion in  
the coming years to do it all again.

Jen Eddy (Dhillon)

on saturday 29th august, thirty 1985 freshers returned to uc for a 30 year reunion (the number of attendees purely 
coincidental). alumni came from malaysia, darwin, sydney, throughout victoria and across melbourne.

1985 FreSHer reUnIon

Wendy Bardsley

Kerry Thomas and Dayanna Torres
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reunions

Bhama Kangatheran Anne Corry and Mary Sawyer Bob Tolliday

Kerry Thomas, Helen Bourke, Geoff Norton and Carla Gill Jia Hwei Lee

Jackie Pollock

Tina Pesavento

Kerry Webster, Mary Sawyer 
and Jackie Pollock

Lachlan Milne and Libby Gobbart
Jia Hwei Lee and 

Mei-Ling Teoh

Jen Eddy

Sue Sciacca



vale
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Margaret is a member of the Malera/
Bandjalang People from rural northern 
NSW. At the time, Margaret didn’t  
know anyone who had previously 
attended university, but she had a 
passion for learning, a curious mind  
and a determination to succeed. 
Margaret didn’t have any academic  
role models back then and many 
obstacles, nonetheless she was a 
determined trailblazer. 

In a life changing event, Margaret 
became the recipient of a full 
scholarship organised by a fellow 
student of the College, Mrs Janet  
Ristic, who persuaded the Principal,  
Miss Myra Roper, to award the 
scholarship to attend University 
Women’s College. As Margaret 
explained, “I was always a person  
of great courage and University 
Women’s College helped me to 

cultivate that courage. I’m grateful for 
the opportunity that changed my life”.  
Both Mrs Ristic and Dr Williams-Weir 
became role models for the kind of 
spirit we seek to inspire in our students.

As one of the first Aboriginal students 
to study at a university in Australia, 
Margaret felt it was important not to  
fail in her educational journey; there 
were a lot of people looking on and  
she knew her success could open  
doors for others. 

Margaret graduated from the  
University of Melbourne in 1959; the  
first Aboriginal student to graduate  
from an Australian University. An 
eminent career in education and the 
Navy in Australia and Canada followed.

We were fortunate to reunite with  
Dr Williams-Weir and her husband,  
Bill, in 2014 when they stayed at the 

College. Dr Williams-Weir reflected,  
“It is a great honour to return to the 
College because it had meant so much”. 
More than fifty years had passed in  
a flash, yet Dr Williams-Weir’s time in 
College had left an indelible imprint  
on her life. 

vaLE dr marGarEt WiLLiams-WEir
on october 1 2015, university college mourned the passing of a  
life-long educator and alumna, dr margaret Williams-Weir.

congratulations 
chris Wallace-crabbe 
Friend and supporter of UC, Professor Chris 
Wallace-Crabbe, has become so deeply embedded 
in the australian literary scene that he is now 
considered one of australia’s great poets. 

Chris has taught and written poetry in the US, Italy, and 
for many years at his local alma mater, the University of 
Melbourne. Chris recently received further recognition  
after being awarded the Melbourne Prize for Literature. 
The award, which is worth $60,000, is in recognition of his 
outstanding contribution to Australian literature and cultural 
and intellectual life. While his body of work spans more than 
thirty books, his individual voice remains consistent. 

Chris continues to write; stating that he is looking at the 
prospect of another long poem that will explore the meaning 
magic has for all sorts of people. The College and our 
students are fortunate to have worked with Chris and his wife, 
Ms Kristin Headlam, in recent years for the Creative Writing 
Competition which is held during Art and Design Week. 
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uc staff

mEmbErs oF thE  
CoLLEGE CoUNCiL
office bearers
President: Mrs A Cronin, BSc 
BBus(Acc) MAICD FAIM FCPA 

Deputy President: Professor 
P Harris, BSc(Hons) PhD 
Southampton

Treasurer: Mr John Mathieson, 
BCom Melb. MAICD

Secretary to Council:  
Dr J McDonald, BA(Hons) 
MEd(Stud Well) PhD Melb. 
DipEd FAIM MACE

appointed by the  
academic board
Professor Margaret Sheil, 
BSc(Hons) PhD NSW FTSE 
FRACI

Professor Rachel Webster, 
BSc(Hons) Monash MSc 
Sussex PhD Cambridge

appointed by graduate 
Women victoria
Dr B Murray, MA Monash  
PhD Monash DipT(ATTI) 

elected by the governors
Mrs Jane Peck, BA Melb. AICD 

Mr Matthew O’Keefe, BCom 
Melb. 

elected by the past student 
members of the college
Mrs Marli Wallace, BCom 
Melb. DipEd Melb. MEd(Stud) 
Monash

Ms Cheryl Power, BSc MSc 
DipEd GradDipWH MASM 

Mr John Mathieson, BCom 
Melb. MAICD

Ms Claire Harman, BA Melb.

appointed by the council –  
from among the principals 
of the secondary schools  
of victoria
Mr Matthew Maruff, BA Melb.  
DipEd Monash

co-opted to the council
Mrs A Cronin, BSc BBus(Acc) 
MAICD FAIM FCPA

Ms Kathryn Bellion, BA LLB 
MBus GradDip IR/HRM

Professor P Harris, BSc(Hons) 
PhD Southampton

Ms Monique MacRitchie,  
BA MA MIB

elected by the students  
of the college
Mr David Simpson

Ms Mercedes Stewart

ex officio member of  
the council
the head of college
Dr J McDonald, BA(Hons) 
MEd(Stud Well) PhD Melb. 
DipEd FAIM MACE

stUdENt  
EXECUtivE
president
Aaron Saw

vice-president
Ed Benson

secretary
Tilly Mahoney

treasurer
Eric Bolitho

social secretary
Hannah Guest

icac representative
Seb King

international 
representative
Rosie Smith

female sports 
representative 
Alina Rodriguez

male sports  
representative
Fred Harrison

female first year 
representative
Rebecca Pearce

male first year  
representative 
Sam Adler

CoLLEGE staFF
head of college
Dr Jennifer McDonald, 
BA(Hons) MEd(Stud Well)  
PhD Melb. DipEd FAIM MACE 

dean of students
Mrs Peta Driscoll, BEd  
Victoria College

dean of studies
Ms Marie McKee, BA DipEd 
Monash

business manager 
Mr Sean Portelli, BBus RMIT 
FIPA

finance manager
Ms Kelly Fung, BCom  
La Trobe CPA

accounts officer
Ms Pui Shan Kwok, BCom  
La Trobe CPA

advancement manager
Ms Gemma Egelton

marketing coordinator 
Ms Sarah Allen

trusts and foundations 
coordinator
Ms Kylie Paine

administration  
coordinator
Ms Dayanna Torres

house, events and 
conference manager
Mr Tim McBain  

guest services officer
Ms Gina Cahayagan

librarian
Mrs Carolyn Brown BEd 
(Librarianship) Melb.

archivist
Mr Ian Forster, BHA NSW MA  
(Archives & Records) Monash

facilities manager
Mr Leo Raffaele, Assoc Dip 
Bus Mgt Holmes Assoc Dip 
Construction Mgt Canberra

maintenance officer
Mr Henri Seneque 

gardener
Mr Ian Robertson, Assoc Dip 
Hort Melb. Burnley

food services manager
Mr Gavin Duncan 

catering and functions 
coordinator
Mr Daniel Hart 

head chef
Mr Alfonso Buitrago

trade cooks
Mr Gagandeep Singh  
Mr Andy Tran 
Mr Adrian Gualano

kitchen staff
Ms Debra Azzopardi 
Ms Lucy Saliba 
Mr Kevin Williams

rEsidENt tUtors
Dhivia Bhaskaran
Stephan Burger
Wilhelm Burger
Liam Byrne
Alexander McCluskey
Cindy Nah
Koki Oka
Georgie Towers



‘uc has allowed me to make 
the transition to university and 
life in melbourne seamlessly. 
i have made lifelong friends. 
uc has been an amazing 
experience.’

2nd Year, Biomedicine Student

‘living at uc has 
exceeded all my 
expectations. my 
friends have made 
this an incredible 
experience for me.’ 

2nd Year, Arts Student

‘uc has really helped me. the 
tutorials are a great help and 
i always find myself seeking 
advice from resident tutors 
when it comes to assignments 
and other general issues.’ 

1st Year Commerce Student

‘uc encourages students 
to emerge from their shell 
and immerse themselves 
in a range of activities as 
well as their studies.’

2nd Year, Science Student

‘at anytime you can pop in to the 
dining hall and find someone to 
talk to. it’s where you procrastinate 
but also where you have great 
conversations – and can eat all  
the toast your heart desires.’ 

1st Year, Arts Student

open day
open day 2015 was a  
great opportunity for  

visitors to take a tour and  
hear why students love uc.Rosie Smith and Tess Nettlefold

Peta Driscoll Jasper Wolfe and Nick Hocking

Shawn Vos and Marcus ChongMitch StentGen Blair

Tom Green, Yuzuha Oka 
and Mercedes Stewart

Danial Broderick, Michelle 
Lim, Georgie Parker and 
Nick Hocking

Jack Edwards and Alice Wivell


