THE GEORGINA
SWEET SOCIETY

Leave a lasting legacy
Gifts in Wills allow University College to plan
with confidence, invest in resources and most
importantly, award scholarships that enable
more students to have the chance to experience
college life.
In the past, bequests by generous and passionate
supporters such as Dr Georgina Sweet and
more recently, Dr Lena McEwan and Meredith
McComas, have only become known after their
passing. Sadly, the College has been unable to
say “thank you”. It is for this reason that the
Georgina Sweet Society has been established
– to create a means of saying “thank you” to
people who have included gifts to University
College in their Will.
Your support is greatly appreciated and
will make a significant contribution towards
enriching the University College experience for
future generations of students and perpetuating
and strengthening Georgina Sweet’s vision.

The Georgina Sweet Society
In a very real sense, University College owes its
existence to Dr Georgina Sweet, both in terms of
the time she gave to the College and her more
tangible gifts.
Besides the generous £1,000 donation to launch
the Building Appeal in 1936, she also made a
number of donations-in-kind including chairs
for the new student room, books for the library
and a microscope for the laboratory. In 1938, she
endowed one of the first University Women’s
College scholarships.
Her bequest to the College following her death
in 1946 included silver, some beautiful pieces of
furniture and a substantial sum of money.
It is in recognition of Georgina Sweet’s long and
distinguished service and devotion to the College
that the Georgina Sweet Society has been
established.
think if Georgina Sweet could see
“ IUniversity
College today - the growth,

community culture and passionate resident
body - she would be immensley proud.

- Anon

”

Dr Georgina Sweet, DSC, OBE
(1875 - 1946)
Dr Georgina Sweet was a driving force behind
the establishment of University Women’s
College. She devoted a great deal of her time
and energy to the concept of a college for
women and to its initial struggle to survive.
Dr Sweet was a brilliant academic. She was the
first woman to be awarded a Doctor of Science
at the University of Melbourne. In 1920 she was
made an Associate Professor in Zoology at
the University of Melbourne. She also had the
distinction of being the first woman to serve on
the University of Melbourne Council.
Her long association with University Women’s
College began in 1917 when she was appointed
Chairman of the Provisional Committee:
a committee of inquiry into the need for
a women’s college. Thus began a 20 year
“campaign” which overcame significant
opposition, secured the current triangular site
(in 1933) and eventually achieved the opening
of the College in 1937. She was acting President
of the College Council in 1938 and served on
Council until 1944.

For more information about leaving a gift
in your Will to University College, please
complete this form and return via post to the
College, or contact:
University College
Advancement Office
P: +61 3 9349 9113
E: community@unicol.unimelb.edu.au
First name:
Last name:
Address:
City:

State:

Postcode:

Country:

Email:
Phone:

I would like more information about
leaving a bequest to University College
Please call me to discuss my bequest
I have included University College in
my Will

Please return this form to:
University College
Advancement Office
40 College Crescent
Parkville VIC 3052
Australia

40 College Crescent
Parkville VIC 3052
Australia
+61 3 9349 9113
www.unicol.unimelb.edu.au

