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FroM the heaD

head’s report

One of our earliest residents, Mrs 
Lesley Falloon OAM, who entered 
the College in 1938, one year after it 
opened, spoke fondly of her memories 
saying “I couldn’t have chosen a better 
entrance to adulthood than through the 
gates of University Women’s College.” 
Together, she and Mrs Anne Cronin 
OAM, President of Council, performed 
the opening ceremony, followed by a 
performance by Trio Bresciani. 

The College Dining Hall represents  
a signature space in any college; it 
defines the size of the college and is 
the most celebrated and frequented 
space. It is a place where there is always 
someone to talk to, for lively debates 
and everyday banter as we gather for a 
meal. For students these conversations 
help them discover new insights and 
perspectives which have the power 
to transform the way they see the 
world. That is why we have built this 
extraordinary space, so that we continue 
to cultivate these conversations at the 
heart of the college experience. Our 
beautiful new dining hall has quickly 
become the heart and soul of UC as  
our students have readily embraced it.  

The soaring structure was designed 
by Lovell Chen architects in the style 
of a classic conservatory set amidst 
the beautiful gardens that have always 
defined this College. It is built according 
to Passivhaus principles, the most strict 
energy efficiency standard in the world.  
Developed in Germany, these building 
standards cut energy consumption 
by 60-80%. They do this by building 
a very tight envelope or exterior to 
the building to insulate it well. This 
prevents the leakage of air and heat 
found in normal buildings which are 
very inefficient, making it necessary to 
expend energy for heating and cooling. 
By contrast, in Passivhaus buildings there 
is minimal need for heating or cooling 
yet the building retains a comfortable 
and consistent indoor temperature. 
The long term benefits are reduced 
operating costs and energy efficiency. 
Our new dining hall is living proof that 
it is possible to have a very comfortable 
living experience in an incredibly 
sustainable environment. In an era of 
climate change when building systems 
are responsible for a huge percentage  
of greenhouse gas emissions, we are 
proud to be making our contribution  
to this global social challenge. 

On behalf of the College community  
I would like to congratulate President  
of Council, Mrs Anne Cronin OAM who 
was recognised in the Australia Day 
Honours for her service to community 
health and to medical research 
organisations. Anne has served on  
the Council of University College since 
1990 and has been President since  
2002. Her leadership of the College 
has seen the achievement of many 
significant milestones. As she steps 
down from the role of President 
later this year, we thank Anne for her 
outstanding contribution which will  
long be remembered and appreciated. 

I look forward to seeing you at the 
College throughout this special  
80th anniversary year. 

Dr Jennifer McDonald 
Head of College

To launch our 80th anniversary year, in March we were delighted to 
welcome over 550 members of the UC community to the opening of 
the new Syme Dining Hall. Current students, parents, alumni, Council 
members, colleagues from the University of Melbourne and the wider 
College community joined in to celebrate this pivotal moment in the 
history of University College. 
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student club

o-Week, Commencement  
and UC Ball 

The start of the College year has 
proven to be extremely busy; O-Week, 
Commencement and the UC Ball 
kicking the year off with a bang. 
O-Week was incredibly exciting, with 
all the new Freshers being welcomed 
into College by the friendly staff 
and dedicated O-Week Leaders. 
Commencement was a hit in the  
new Syme Dining Hall, with wonderful 
musical performances from Michael 
Dawson, Jayden Galbraith, Andy  
Song and Angus Mackintosh, and a 
terrific tern afterwards planned by 
our Social Secretaries Katlin Leon and 
Sascha Neale. The annual UC ball was 
held at The Park overlooking Albert  
Park Lake, with the theme “Garden 
Party”. This was a magical night 
organised by Indianna Wickes and  
Ella Thomas and their ball committee – 
it was truly unforgettable!

College Milestone: opening of  
Syme Dining hall

The opening of the new Syme Dining 
Hall was spectacular, with speeches 
from students in the early years of  
UC, to splendid musical performances. 
It was a lovely evening celebrated  
with alumni, past students and  
current students.

Fresher Dance-off

This year’s Fresher Dance Team 
was truly amazing – run by Phoebe 
Hindhaugh, Emily Webb Ware, Michelle 
Lau and our very own ICAC Rep Max 
Dewez. The long-awaited Origins 
Dance-Off was fantastic, with many 
UCers showing our dancers their 
support. Despite not placing in the top 
three (a very contentious result) the 
dancers were spectacular – their dance 
to Sigala’s Sweet Lovin’ was something 
they, and us, will never forget. 

Sporting prowess

So far, 2017 has seen wonderful 
success on the sporting field, from 
both the boys and girls. To kick off, 
the girls did terrifically in Softball, 
despite not making the finals, they 
showed wonderful sportsmanship and 
dedication to learning a new sport. The 
boys’ cricket team took the second 
division title for the third year in a row, 
which is a terrific effort from them. The 
girls’ soccer team tore up the pitch with 
their first win against JCH 12-nil, and 

then a close loss to International House. 
Finally, their last game was their best, 
despite a loss to Trinity, knocking them 
out completely. Boys’ hockey proved  
to be one of our better teams over  
the last few years, however not making 
it to finals.

thanks

Finally, I would like to offer a big thank 
you to all the people, staff and students, 
who have made the first semester of 
2017 full of amazing events, memories 
and achievements. A special thanks to 
all of admin, especially the new Dean  
of Students Liz, for their admirable work 
so far this year – and of course the 
Head of College Jennifer, for assisting 
the Student Club in their efforts to make 
UC as inclusive and welcoming as ever. 
We sadly said goodbye to our past Dean 
of Students – Peta Driscoll – however 
not to worry, she is always happy to  
pop in and say hello occasionally.  
Here’s to the rest of the year being  
as unforgettable as Semester 1. 

rhiannon Van Vliet 
Student Club President 
2nd Year Arts student  
University of Melbourne

2017 has already brought a lifetime of memories, accomplishments and 
events that all of the students have relished. Our community has also grown 
from a group of 150 students to a family of 240 in a matter of months. 

Student Club President’s Report

Welcome 
Sunday

Fresher Dance-off

Andy Song and Rhiannon Van Vliet
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Over 500 guests, including alumni, 
supporters, students, parents and staff, 
attended the celebration. Dressed in 
academic gowns, students greeted 
alumni and supporters throughout  
the evening. Mrs Lesley Falloon OAM, 
a UC alumna from 1938, took the 
audience on a walk down memory  
lane. Laughter filtered through the  
room as she fondly reflected on her 
time at University Women’s College.

“It was an absolutely magnificent 
atmosphere at this College, everybody 
wanted us to learn, everybody wanted 
this place to be the best possible. 
So, I can say from the bottom of my 
heart, that I couldn’t have chosen a 
better entrance to enter adulthood 
than through the gates of University 
Women’s College.”

The dining hall was officially opened 
by Mrs Anne Cronin OAM (President of 
Council) and Mrs Lesley Falloon OAM 
(UWC 1938) before the crowd was 
entertained by Trio Bresciani, plus  
one (thanks to alumna Dr Di Bresciani 
OAM and her husband Lino). With 
alumni from all decades of University 

Women’s College and University 
College in attendance, students were 
excited to have the chance to hear 
about College life before their time.

Head of College, Dr Jennifer McDonald 
concluded the evening by thanking 
everyone for their time in joining her  
to celebrate the momentous occasion. 

In late March, the College community marked a new chapter in University College’s history with the opening 
of Syme Dining Hall and the launch of the 80th anniversary year.

uc 2017 proJect

OpenIng Of SyMe DInIng HALL  
AnD 80TH AnnIverSAry LAUnCH

Amy Zhou, Emily Sun
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Be a part of UC history – contribute to the Syme 
Dining hall Chair Fund 

Every chair will have a plaque with your nominated name on it.  
Please contact the Advancement Office on +61 3 9349 9113 or 
community@unicol.unimelb.edu.au.

“Overseas Academic Link (OAL) and University College have built a 
strong and positive relationship over the years and the new Syme 
Dining Hall will become the heart and soul of the College. The 
diversity of UC’s cohort and the great quality of their students has 
positively influenced my decision to contribute towards this fund. 
I’m looking forward to visiting in the near future to see the Syme 
Dining Hall.“ – Serene Yong 

2015 Student Club President Aaron Saw, 2016 Student 
Club President Tom Wambeek and current Student  
Club President Rhiannon Van Vliet

Matilda Macleod, Mikaela Gill, Katlin Leon 

UC alumni

Trio Bresciani, plus one

Jamie Coningsby, Eric Putland,  
Guy Gillespie and Ben Stiassny Amber Meyer

Tim Jones and Derek Lieu
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It is with great pleasure that the College 
acknowledges the achievements of 
three alumni who were recognised in 
the 2017 Australia Day Honours list.  
Dr Martha Kent OAM, Mrs Susan Nixon 
OAM and Dr Emma O’Brien OAM were 
all awarded the Medal of the Order  
of Australia. 

The College community was deeply 
saddened by the recent passing of a 
number of members of our community. 
We acknowledge the contribution  
of Dr Robin Stewardson and remain  
in his debt for the knowledge and 
foresight he brought to the Council. 

We remember Dr Mary Wheeler, 
who was a valued member of our 
community for over forty years. We 
were also saddened to hear of the 
passing of Professor Homer Le Grand. 
We acknowledge Debra Azzopardi,  
who was a valued member of staff  
who gave to the College in her own 
unique and generous way. Gone  
too soon were Emily Blackwood,  
a student in College from 2015 to  
2016 and Eleanor Farrington who  
lived at College in 2010 and 2011  
while studying Nursing at ACU. 

On behalf of all members of Council  
as well as the extended University 
College community, I wish to express 
my sincere appreciation to the Head 
of College and to her management 
team and staff. The past 18 months 
in particular have been an incredibly 
productive and active time in the 
College’s history. Dr McDonald and 
her staff have displayed impeccable 
resilience and tenacity in pursuing  
the College’s strategic objectives  
and the Council wish to convey  
their congratulations.  

Mrs anne Cronin oaM
President of Council

FroM the preSiDent oF CoUnCil
As many of you will have observed, the UC 2017 project is well underway 
with the development of the new roper and Sweet Wings. This will see an 
additional 120 students living at UC, adding to the diversity and vibrancy 
of the College community. We are very appreciative of the understanding 
and support of all those associated with the construction project. In 
particular, I wish to thank the students and families for their continued 
cooperation and enthusiasm. While it has been a huge construction 
project to undertake, once completed it will be transformative for the 
College and the benefits will extend long into the future.  

president’s report
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UC 2017 PRoJeCt UPdate 

uc proJect 2017

Since late March, the builders have 
been working on protecting the 
structure from the elements, by first 
installing blue tarps over the roof and 
now by installing windows and roof 
‘SIPs’ (Structural Insulated Panels). SIPs 
are one of the most environmentally 
responsible building systems available. 
A SIP building envelope provides 
continuous insulation, is extremely 
airtight, allows for better control over 
indoor air quality, reduces construction 
waste, and helps save natural resources. 
SIPs are being used as part of the 

College’s goal to adhere to Passivhaus 
principles with this project.

Passivhaus buildings are built to the 
most strict energy efficiency standard in 
the world; this means that they require 
minimal heating and cooling with 
ventilation systems that consistently 
supply fresh air without causing any 
unpleasant draughts. This will enable 
our students to be comfortable indoors, 
during all four seasons of the year. 

We are very excited to be one of the first 
institutions in Australia to implement 

Passivhaus principles in our buildings.  
In an era of climate change when 
building systems are responsible for  
a huge percentage of greenhouse gas 
emissions, we are proud to be making 
our contribution to this global social 
challenge. 

If you missed the grand opening of  
the Syme Dining Hall in March and 
would like a tour, please contact us  
at reception@unicol.unimelb.edu.au  
or on 03 9347 3533. 

The completion of the Syme Dining Hall in early March was a significant milestone for the UC 2017 project. The 
event was suitably marked by a grand opening event which also served to launch our 80th anniversary celebrations. 
Our builders, architects and project managers are now focusing on delivering the 190 ensuite rooms in Semester 2.  

The top floor loft rooms The roof of the new Roper Wing

The roof of Syme Dining Hall
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senior common room

While we plan lots of activities, we also 
study and provide academic support. 
Fortnightly Sunday study sessions 
returned from last year. These study 
sessions give graduate students and 
the RTs a quiet space with a coffee cart 
and snacks to fuel their productivity. 
RTs also provide consults for new 
graduate students so they have the 
academic support they need to 
achieve well at university. 

On top of academic and social support 
at College, the members of the SCR 
can attend events or workshops hosted 
by the university or a middle common 
room at one of the other colleges on 
the crescent. We support each other 
by attending these events to expand 
our networks whilst at College. 

As SCR members, the resident tutors 
and graduate students can interact  
at High Table with guests from 
different academic backgrounds.  
This gives members an opportunity 
that is not normally provided outside of 

College living. Because many of  
our members are international, 
they can take advantage of the vast 
history and network the College has 
to offer. On top of the networking 
opportunities, our graduate students 
can partake in UC events and activities 
hosted throughout the academic year. 
Many of our members attend UC Ball 
and participate in a variety of sports. 

I would like to thank the UC Student 
Club for creating a welcome 
environment for our graduate 
members and making them feel  
a part of the community. To all the  
SCR members, I would like to express 
my gratitude in making academic 
guests and other members feel 
welcome into our community. This  
is an exciting time for UC and I know 
we are all proud to be a part of it.

Molly Fredle 
President, Senior Common Room 
Master of Biosciences student, 
University of Melbourne

SenIoR Common Room

The Senior Common room has more new members than in previous years, bringing lots of change to our growing  
UC community. With two of our resident tutors living at the Swanston Street Campus and most graduate students 
in the apartments, the SCr works hard in making every member feel a part of the community. We are constantly 
learning from each other and spending time together. Movie and pizza nights are very popular and gives us all  
a nice break from studying. 

Grads 1.jpg

Caption: Mollie Farrell, James Hutcheson, 
Zak Kapakoulakis, Anasha Flintoff, Sher 
Maine Tan and Molly Fredle

Grads 2.jpg

Caption: 

Molly Fredle, On Zhi, Sher Maine Tan and 
Mollie Farrell

Zak Kapakoulakis, Mollie Farrell and  
Sher Maine Tan
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Prior to this year’s dinner, students and 
staff gathered in the Giblin Courtyard 
for a pre-dinner function, mingling 
and taking photos. As this was the first 
Commencement Dinner held in Syme 
Dining Hall, there was much excitement 
surrounding the highly anticipated event.

The dinner included a delicious three-
course meal, followed by two acoustic 
performances by UC students. The 
audience was serenaded by first year 
students, Angus Mackintosh and Michael 
Dawson singing ‘Tears in Heaven’. 
Second year students Jayden Galbraith 
and Andy Song also teamed up to 
deliver a crowd-pleasing rendition of 
‘Stand by Me’. With Jayden on drums, 
Andy working the room with his vocals 
and guitar, and the audience joining 
them for the chorus, it made for an 
unforgettable evening.

Although the event was slightly delayed 
due to the opening of the Syme Dining 
Hall, the night was the perfect way to 
kick-start the academic year.

CommenCement 
Dinner
Our annual Commencement  
Dinner is a chance to celebrate  
the beginning of another academic 
year for our students.

commencement dinner

Right side: Liam Barbary, Edo Anzon, Oliver 
Adler, Jordan Bleicher, Albert (Bert) Elton

Left side: Robbie Arnold, Bri Baird,  
Hannah Bates, Jack Baer and Eve Asquith 

Andy Song and Jayden Galbraith

James Hutcheon, On Zhi, Anasha Flintoff 
and Sher Maine Tan

Fraser Ryan and 
Abbie Westley



The 90 guests in attendance were a 
combination of students, donors and 
supporters of UC. They heard from  
Ann Miller Indigenous Scholarship 
recipient, Michelle Kerrin, who spoke 
about the importance of her scholarship 
in her ability to continue her studies  
at University.

The audience was also treated to a 
performance by YMF Kathy Avdiev 
Memorial Award and McGregor Family 
Fund Scholarship recipient Jayden 
Galbraith, who played a piece on the 
drums. “On behalf of all the scholarship 
recipients here tonight, I would like 
thank everyone for their support. If it 
wasn’t for your generosity, some of us 
would not be able to attend university  
in Melbourne,” said Mr Galbraith.

Head of College, Dr Jennifer McDonald 
thanked both the donors and the 
students for their involvement in  
the UC Scholarships Program. 

“With the increase in capacity at 
University College later this year 
from approximately 160 students 
in 2016 to over 300 in 2018, the 
College will also see a increase in 
the number of students needing 
financial assistance in the future  
and we thank our generous donors 
for their important role in this 
program”, said Dr McDonald.

The University College Scholarship 
Program is now closed for 2017,  
and will reopen for 2018 in second 
semester.
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advancement

SCHOLArS DInner
In mid-March, University College 
hosted the 2017 Scholars Dinner at 
University House, the University 
of Melbourne, which saw 37 
scholarships awarded of values 
between $1,500 and $20,000.

Max Murray and 
Nena Sawyer

If you or someone you know would like to become involved in  
the UC Scholarships program as a student or as a donor, please 
contact the Advancement Office on +61 3 9349 9113 or  
community@unicol.unimelb.edu.au
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advancement

Scholarship Recipient

Ann Miller Indigenous Scholarship Lalatuai Grogan

Ann Miller Indigenous Scholarship Michelle Kerrin

Barbara and Max Murray Scholarship Nena Sawyer

Betty Fulton Fund Scholarship Hugh Beaton

David Syme Charitable Trust  
Scholarship Conor Delahunty

Deborah Seifert Scholarship Nicholas Sleep

DMW Industries Doyle Family  
Scholarship Eric Putland

Dr Elizabeth Shaw Scholarship Matilda Lyons

Gates Buchanan Scholarship Jack Woods

Gippsland Scholarship Katie Rose

Goldfields Scholarship William Gould

Jill Eastwood Scholarship Joe Bingley

Jill Williams Scholarship Meghan Lee

Jill Williams Scholarship Indianna Wickes

Kathy Skelton Schlarship Angus Mackintosh

Leadership Scholarship Ella Thomas

Leadership Scholarship Rhiannon Van Vliet

Lena McEwan Soroptimist  
International Scholarship Angela Le

Margaret Garson Medicine Scholarship Amy Zhou

McGregor Family Fund Scholarship Daniel Dewhirst

McGregor Family Fund Scholarship Jayden Galbraith

McGregor Family Fund Scholarship Lauren Sapic

Meredith McComas Scholarship Kevin Duan

Myra Roper Scholarship Rachel Gregory

Myra Roper Scholarship Max Oliphant-Hand

Myra Roper Scholarship  Adam Black

North East Scholarship Eve Asquith

North West Scholarship Brady Price

QLS Wimmera Mallee Scholarship Daniel Michaels

Ray and Joyce Uebergang  
Foundation Scholarship Anna Fay

Raymond Purves Foundation Scholarship Alice O’Shea

Ros Terry Scholarship Maeve Dowty

Seavic Lodge Scholarship Rhiannon Van Vliet

South West Scholarship Noah Nicholas

Stewardson Walpole Scholarship Nicholas Parsons

University College Scholarship Olivia Sclater

Ursula Hoff Scholarship Andy Song

YMF Kathy Avdiev Memorial Scholarship Jayden Galbraith

Angela Le and Anne Robertson

Suzie Skelton and 
Angus Mackintosh

Joe Bingley and John Eastwood

Congratulations to all our Scholarship recipients
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advancement

The reason I remain at College and 
feel secure about being at university 
is because of my opportunities and 
access to scholarships, particularly 
the Ann Miller Scholarship at UC.

Ann continues to impact my life and  
I know that she does so for many  
other Indigenous kids. Ann, you are 
a game changer and I am here at 
University College and at the University 
of Melbourne today because of you.  
I hope I continue to make you proud, I 
acknowledge that for you to trust me is 
a big deal. And for all of you reading this, 
you are all game changers. We must first 
recognise our privilege and see what we 
can do with it, recognise that someone 
holds great trust in you, and recognise 
how you can continue to impact the  
lives of the young people of the world. 

I am the Menzies Mentoring Fellow at  
the Melbourne Indigenous Transition 
School in Richmond. The kids are 
from remote communities in Australia, 
particularly from the Northern Territory, 
and one girl said to me that she wanted 
to go to university and become a lawyer.  

I didn’t decide to go to university until  
I was in Year 12, so for her to say that  
at twelve years old means that she 
realises her potential – as a young 
Aboriginal girl she wants to create 
change and I hope she receives all the 
chances and opportunities to do so. 

I said to my mum when I was finishing 
school that I was going to change the 
world, and then I went to uni and realised 
how many issues that Indigenous people 
face, I simply could not cater for all of 
them, so I went back to her and said 
I am going to change the world, I am 
going to change my world. My world is 
young Indigenous people, giving them 
all the opportunities so they can feel 
like they are powerful, whether that is 
university or simply succeeding in their 
own communities. I ask you all to think 
about what matters to you, to change 
the world, to change your world.

Ann, you are a game 
changer and I am here at 
University College and 

at the University of Melbourne 
today because of you.” 

Ann Miller and Michelle Kerrin

mIChelle KeRRIn’S StoRy
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advancement

The week will contain a number  
of career focused events, including 
breakfast briefings and evening 
masterclasses, and we are especially 
looking for alumni who can offer  
their services as guest speakers.

To register your interest in assisting  
with the event or for further information 
please contact the Advancement  

Office on +61 3 9394 9113 or 
community@unicol.unimelb.edu.au.

The University of Melbourne also runs 
a highly successful mentoring program, 
connecting past students with current 
ones, and we encourage all UC alumni 
to get involved. For alumni it offers the 
chance to meet the next generation,  
get to know the best of them and 

help bring great minds together. If this 
sounds like something you may be 
interested in or if you would just like 
more information about the program 
please visit mentoring.unimelb.edu.au. 

With your help, our students will be 
more prepared than ever. 

Jayden Galbraith, Kram, Dr Jennifer 
McDonald and Jack Woods

University College Careers Week

Returning to the College for the first 
time in nearly 30 years, Kram took a 
walk down memory lane as Head of 
College, Dr Jennifer McDonald and  
VCA drum student Jayden Galbraith 
led a College tour before lunch with 
student musicians.

Since his time at UC, Kram has sold 
over one million albums, won two ARIA 
awards and played to audiences all over 
the world. The Spiderbait frontman 
shared stories of his various adventures 
in the musical world as well as his time 
at UC relaying a positive message of 
never giving up on your musical dreams 
even if things are tough early on.

UC students Angus Mackintosh and 
Michael Dawson played an original 
acoustic piece titled “21st Century 
Blues” for the guest of honour who 
was suitably impressed by the talent on 
offer at UC and proposed a jam session 
together in the near future.

kram retUrns to UC
UC welcomed Australian rock and roll royalty back to campus, with a special 
visit from 1988 alumnus and Spiderbait drummer/singer Mark ‘Kram’ Maher 
on Monday 22 May, 2017.

“I love to collaborate – never 
give up, keep trying new things, 
keep learning from new people. 
Two of the big attractions of 
coming to University College in 
the first place were the College 
community and the history of 
the place – I still love coming 
back to Melbourne.” 
– Kram

for more information on 
University College alumni  
and events, please contact  
the Advancement Office  
at University College on  
+61 3 9349 9113 or community@
unicol.unimelb.edu.au

Think back to when you were a student at UC and imagine how much easier starting your career would have  
been if you’d had the advice of those who blazed the trail before you. you now have the opportunity to be that  
person for a current UC student by assisting in University College’s Career Week starting Monday 4 September. 

Kram leaving a note for the student  
who lives in his old room
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academic report

feLLOWS HIgH TAbLe

Sam Adler

Dominique Atley

Isaac Bartels

Edward Behrens

Mila Betar

Harvey Billingham

Joseph Bingley

Adam Black

Genevieve Blair

Laura Bland

Sam Bolitho

Anna Burnett

Liam Byrne

Sarthak Chandola

Adeline Chew

Meghan De Boer

Melody Deng

Emma Dragh

Kevin Duan

Jayden Galbraith

Polly Guthrie

Samuel Harvey

Eleanor Hodge

Elizabeth John

Daniel Johnston

Timothy Jones

Michelle Kerrin

Michelle Lau

Katherine Layman

Claudia Wan Xuan 
Long

Laura McDonald

Daniel Michaels

Bridget Mulholland

Damian Nelson

Tess Nettlefold

Amy Nye

Sophie O’Donnell

Rebecca Pearce

Hong Zhi Peng

Lauren Powell

Connor Randazzo

Lily Raynes

Aimee Reed

Caitlin Reid

Islay Robertson

Elizabeth Rogers

Clifton Sim

Nicholas Sleep

Minjae Song

Emily Sun

Ella Thomas

Dale Thorpe

Rhiannon Van Vliet

Elise Veneris

Christopher Walters

Thomas Wambeek

Emily Webb Ware

Rita Zhang

Dean’s HonoUrs list

The outstanding academic 
achievement of UC students is 
something worth celebrating. 

In 2016, remarkably 58 undergraduate 
students achieved an average of 80% 
across all their subjects. To recognise 
their hard work and efforts we held 
Fellows High Table on Monday, 22 May 
and invited a number of students back 
to College to join in on the celebrations. 
We enjoyed pre-dinner drinks in the 
Heritage Room, where Emily Webb 
Ware and Hong Zhi Peng received 
Fellows Medals for being the highest 
achieving undergraduate and graduate. 
This was followed by Fellows High Table. 

Fellows lecture

Later in the evening, Fellow Dr Patricia 
Edgar AM, UC alumna and Emmy 
Award winner treated us to a lecture 
– about her career as pioneer in the 
development of children’s television.  
For those who grew up enjoying the 
series ‘Round the Twist’ – Dr Edgar 
gave us an enthralling talk about her 
experiences as producer of the series 
amongst other well known children’s 
programs such as Winners, Touch the 
Sun, Round the Twist, Lift Off, The 
Genie From Downunder, Sky Trackers, 
Crash Zone, L’il Elvis Jones and the 
Truckstoppers, Yolngu Boy, Noah 
and Saskia and the ground breaking 
Kahootz. We thank Dr Edgar for  
sharing this very fascinating account  
of her career with us.  

Dr Patricia Edgar AM



UC Frappe Fort June 2017  15

academic report

SOIREE
On Wednesday 3 May, UC’s first 
musical soiree for 2017 was held  
for students and special guests in 
the Leitch Academic Centre.

The evening was organised and hosted 
by Jayden Galbraith, our Student Club 
Music Representative (and first year 
music student). 

“I’m excited to say that the Semester 1 
Music Soiree was a huge success! Those 
who came to watch the performers 
were treated with an array of talent 
including various acoustic acts, a string 
trio, hang drum, classical voice and 
piano performances, bands and original 
compositions. Everyone performed at 
such a high level; I hope they had as 
much fun as I did. A special thanks to 
all those involved – Jack Woods, Lily 
Cox, Frankie Browne, Harri Wyvill, Adam 
Black, Celia Eydeland, Michael Dawson, 
Angus Mackintosh, Meg Lee, Meghan 
Young, Amy Zhou, Andy Song, Helen Li 
and Ricardo Eguizabal. I’d also like to 
thank those who participated in multiple 
acts. UC is very much alive with musical 
talent, and the best part is that this 
evening was just the tip of the iceberg.” 

Dr Jennifer McDonald was joined  
on the evening by several special  
guests who donate towards the  
UC Scholarships Program.

The next musical soiree is planned for 
Wednesday 16 August, in Semester 2. 

FiresiDe CHat: 80 years oF History at UC

Rita Avdiev, Christine Cummings,  
Dr Jennifer McDonald and Sam Hawkins

for more information on 
University College events,  
please contact the Advancement 
Office at University College on 
+61 3 9349 9113 or community@
unicol.unimelb.edu.au

Jayden Galbraith, Harri Wyvill 
and Adam Black

Jack Woods

Amy Zhou and  
Meghan Young

Michael Dawson and  
Angus Mackintosh

In the Senior Common Room’s first Fireside Chat of the year, we were very grateful 
to have Ian Forster, the College’s archivist, agree to present a brief history of the 
beginnings of University College, or University Women’s College as it was founded. 

Ian discussed the difficulties faced by the women on the provisional committee 
as they sought support from the men’s colleges, the politicians of the time and of 
course funding to found the College. We were treated to some fascinating tidbits, 
such as the attempt by one opposing politician to claim miner’s rights on the land 
before the College could be built.

As members of a now 80-year-old community of students, it’s more important 
than ever for us to reflect on the hard work and sacrifices of those who dreamed 
and aspired to start the College that we now take for granted, and the SCR and the 
wider college community are very appreciative of Ian for volunteering his time.

James hutcheon  
SCr Academic Convenor

Beryl Donald was the first 
graduate of the College, 1938
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farewell

Farewell to Peta driscoll, dean of Students
We bid a fond farewell to our Dean of Students, peta Driscoll, and we welcome Liz Agostino into the role.

WelCome, liz
We are delighted to welcome 
Liz Agostino to the role of Dean 
of Students at UC. Liz brings 
to the role over fifteen years of 
experience across a range of tertiary 
environments and support models, 
having devoted the majority of her 
professional career to contributing to 
student well-being and success. Liz 
has settled into her role with much 
enthusiasm, and we look forward to 
our students thriving under her care.

Peta has been an integral part of the 
community at UC for the past five years. 
She was responsible for choosing the 
high calibre of students that we have 
had here during her tenure. 

The College appreciates the time and 
effort that Peta has put into her role 
over the past five years. 

We are, of course, very sad to see  
her depart, but she takes with her our 
best wishes and sincere thanks for her 
contribution and commitment to her 
role during her time with us at UC. 

Peta at her first Valedictory Dinner

Peta with Sian, Chloe and Harvey 
Patterson on Welcome Sunday

Dr Jennifer McDonald with Liz Agostino and resident tutors 

Dr Jennifer McDonald and Peta Driscoll

“From the moment Peta interviewed me, she made me feel welcomed at UC. 
As a student, she was a guide for leadership, a mentor for life, and an example 
of what’s fair. Most importantly, Peta went out of her way to make the UC 
experience some of the best years of my life, and for that I thank her.” 

Zak Kapakoulakis  
(Alumnus 2013-2015) 
Resident Tutor
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sports report

table tennis
After a massive turnout for tryouts,  
only eight players won their way 
through the round-robin to secure a 
place on the team. Without any time 
for training, this mighty team stepped 
up to face the other colleges. Early on 
a Saturday morning the team breezed 
through winning convincingly in the first 
round before a devastating loss in the 
second round. This year’s Most Valuable 
Player award goes to Charlotte Williams. 

softball
After some intense training sessions  
our girls’ softball team was ready for  
the season. Game 1 against St. Mary’s 
was like a dream, home runs left, right 
and centre. Game 2 against Trinity 
unfortunately was not as successful, 
however our supporters made the  
day feel like a win! 

soccer
Soccer was a success this year  
with plenty of girls trying out. The girls 
played a fantastic season, matching  
up well against IH, Queen’s and Hilda’s. 
With a strong side, we were sure to 
come out firing and overall the season 
was a success, with the girls making it  
to finals with some exciting games. 

As for the boys’ soccer, everything fell 
into place with an influx of new talent 
and the tactics of an inspiring and 
revolutionary coach. Despite going 
down to Ormond in the opening round 
we entered the quarter finals with high 
hopes, and while UC dominated the 
game, IH came back to force a penalty 
shootout. With Sam Wright being a 
wall in front of goal, it came down 
to the iceman Oli Snow, who duly 
converted his sudden death penalty 
to put us through to the semi-finals. 
Unfortunately, UC couldn’t repeat its 
shootout heroics against Hilda’s despite 

controlling the game; instead we look 
to go one better next year. Shout outs 
must go to Koki for his many years of 
service to UC soccer and captain Harvey 
Billingham, as well as all the second 
years who were unfortunate to not 
go out as winners. Regardless, it looks 
as though we have ushered in a new 
winning era for college soccer and it 
would be a bold man to bet against  
the boars in 2018.

Hockey
The UC girls approached hockey this 
year with some admirable enthusiasm! 
With a really strong line up, the girls 
took to the hockey field to come away 
with some convincing wins. The girls 
received lots of strong support from 
the College which was really great to 
see. Despite the early mornings and 
slight timetabling issues the girls had 
a successful season and really did the 
College proud!

rowing
It was clear that we were going to 
have a really strong season just by the 
exceptional talent on display during  
the tryouts for the girls’ eight. On 
the big day they finished strong and 

regardless of the placing we are very 
proud of the effort and sportsmanship 
shown by the crew. 

The rowing boys had a very successful 
season, finishing second overall. This 
year’s rowing competition consisted 
of a time trial and two races. The time 
trial came first and was used to rank 
the teams for the races to come. Our 
UC boys finished the time trial first, six 
seconds ahead of the next closest team. 
As with the time trial, the boys finished 
first convincingly and were through to 
the final. The boys took the lead early  
in the last race but unfortunately due  
to errors on the behalf of both teams, 
were unable to come away with the win. 

Cricket
For the third year in a row, the UC 
cricket team went through the 
competition undefeated. The team 
cruised through to the grand final to 
face St Mary’s held at Debney’s Park, 
Flemington. UC won the toss and 
elected to bowl. Ben Stiassny started 
well taking three wickets from his first 
three overs. Vice-Captain and leading 
wicket taker Kirk Downie helped restrict 
St Mary’s to 76 runs from their 20 overs. 
Opening batting pair Guy Gillespie  
and Tim Jones showed their intent  
to quickly chase down the total set  
by St. Mary’s. This resulted in UC 
reaching the total with eight overs  
to spare with Tim top scoring with 
a solid 50 not out. This concludes a 
three-peat for the men’s cricket side.

Boys rowing team

Front row: Caitlin Janus, Pip Scarlett, Matilda Macleod, Mikaela Gill and Jack Wood.  
Back row: Guy Gillespie, Eric Putland, Chris Carlyle and Ben Stiassny

Jack Wood

SpOrTIng  
ACHIeveMenTS



18  UC Frappe Fort June 2017

community service

In late April, UC’s first bake sale since 
2013 was successfully held—nearly  
$350 was raised for the Children’s 
Cancer Foundation. We’re so thrilled 
at how the UC community really came 
together to support such a worthy 
cause. Thank you to all the bakers,  
bake stand attendees and customers! 
The money raised from the bake sale 
will go towards funding childhood 
leukaemia research at the Murdoch 
Childrens Research Institute. 

In addition to the bake sale, 50 
students from the Community Service 
Committee took part in Oaktree’s Live 
Below the Line challenge. The five  
day challenge required participants  
to live on $2 a day, while raising funds 
to provide vital education programs 
for children living in poverty. The total 
amount raised came to $2000, thank 
you to everyone involved!

Within the UC community, the 
Community Service Committee has 
teamed up with the Sustainability 
Committee to initiate a project that  
will revamp the environmental-themed 
posters around UC. From saving water 
in showers to recycling in kitchenettes, 
these posters provide a reminder to 
students that one simple action can 
help relieve a little stress on our planet.

Semester 2 promises to be another 
eventful one, with a second bake 
sale and volunteering at the annual 
Very Special Kids’ Christmas Party 
planned. Special thanks to our amazing 
supporters for their generous donations 
so far this year. It is because of this 
support that we are able to continue 
to make a positive impact on the 
community inside and out of UC.

Michelle lau 
Community Service representative 
2nd year Arts student 
University of Melbourne

Helping kids in our community
With over 80 members this year, the Community Service Committee is aiming to raise funds and volunteer  
to support charity while broadening their involvement in the College community.

Robbie Arnold, Michelle Lau 
and Kate Grieve

Harvey Billingham and Anna Fay

Bri Baird and Rachel Gregory
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sustainability

In Semester 1, the Sustainability 
Committee focused their energy into 
the University College Kitchen Garden. 
The glorious and unusually long-lasting 
warm Melbourne weather produced an 
incredibly substantial summer harvest. 
Fruit trees, sun ripened tomatoes; 
herbs and vegetables have grown 
in abundance. The organic fruit and 
vegetables have been used in delicious 
dishes served in the new dining hall. In 
particular, Head Chef Alfonso Buitrago 
mass produced homemade jalapeno 
relish sure to last the year.  

The Kitchen Garden allows students 
to gain an understanding about the 
importance of the concept of ‘food 
to plate’. This may be difficult to 
comprehend in a college environment, 
but the Sustainability Committee hopes 

that it will create an awareness of the 
energy and environmental effects that 
is involved in the movement of produce 
from farms to our dinner tables. 
Additionally, there will be sizeable  
winter planting in the coming weeks to 
provide hearty vegetables for warming 
dishes throughout the upcoming 
Melbourne winter.

Furthermore, there are plans for 
initiatives to promote ‘sustainable living’ 
around the College that will involve 

the student body to formulate creative 
ideas and notices. Much like last year, a 
program with nearby primary schools 
hopes to go ahead and will allow the 
committee to work in partnership with 
the local community to pass on their 
sustainable knowledge to the younger 
student generation.

tilly lyons
Sustainability representative 
2nd year biomedicine student
University of Melbourne

Tim JonesFrankie Brown, Grace Kirkby and Hannah Bates

FooD  
to plate

First row: Hannah Bates, Tilly Lyons, Mila Betar, Amy Kerr, Katie Ingelbrecht, Bridget 
Hawkins. Second row: Noah Nicholas, Sarah Hood, Starry Zhang, Grace Kirkby, Asha Selva, 
Frankie Brown. Back row: Nic Ward, Tim Jones and Chris Walters. 
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uc abroad

UC AbroAd

saskia Wallis
I was in my second year at UC when I decided to go on exchange to the University of bristol in bristol,  
United Kingdom. While in bristol I lived in a university residence called Wills Hall. 

I wanted to take advantage of the 
exchange opportunity provided by 
the University of Melbourne because 
I felt that coming to Melbourne from 
Bendigo wasn’t much of a step outside 
my comfort zone. It was a life-changing 
opportunity and worth the effort put  
in to apply.

The friendships I made were definitely 
the highlight of my trip. I was in a small 
co-ed block, and as a result, now have 
10 people from all over England that 
I call my best friends. They were so 
welcoming and kind, introducing me  
to the English culture and were so  
much fun to be around!

Another highlight was the ability to 
travel so easily; I spent three weeks 
in Italy, a week in Scotland, a month 
travelling Europe with Nic Fogarty  

(also from UC) and went all over 
England during my four months there. 

I’m also very grateful for the opportunity 
to attend another university during  
my degree. The University of Bristol  
was great because it was at a really 
personal level, with smaller classes  
and the university buildings were in 
street houses – very homey. There  
is also an exciting university social 
scene. There is so much going on for 
students – cheap meal deals in all the 
different pubs, university nights out 
every single night… excellent live music 
everywhere, funky art – the home  
of Banksy and gorgeous scenery – 
where Skins is set!!

My time abroad definitely helped 
me learn how to be on my own and 
deal with things by myself. Being in 

Melbourne wasn’t much of a struggle 
because I had such a big support 
network and I have always been a  
social person. Being in another country 
and knowing no-one was probably the 
hardest challenge. It made me become 
more independent and helped me 
recognise that I can do things on my 
own. It also helped me realise what an 
awesome life I had at home and how 
many amazing people were awaiting 
my return. 

I can’t recommend going on exchange 
enough – I absolutely loved it! I am 
already looking for more opportunities 
to go overseas and challenge myself 
more and more.

Saskia Wallis 
Alumna 2015-2016

Saskia in Paris

Nic Fogarty with Sakia WallisAmsterdam
Commencement Dinner at  
Wills Hall, University of Bristol
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That opportunity came much sooner 
than expected when I was accepted 
into ‘ASES Summit 2017’ at Stanford 
University, as one of 35 participants 
from around the world. Hosted by the 
Asia-Pacific Student Entrepreneurship 
society, the Summit is a week-long 
program held at Stanford University that 
showcases speakers, workshops and 
company tours from Silicon Valley.

I went into it with the goal of being 
open to everything and making the 
most of every minute.

The Summit was non-stop with a 
full schedule almost every day. We 
heard from Silicon Valley investors 
and entrepreneurs who shared their 
tips and key learnings that they have 
experienced throughout their careers. 
We toured leading tech companies  

such as Google, Facebook and Uber  
but also managed to find time to 
sit back, get to know each other 
and hear about each other’s local 
entrepreneurship hubs around the 
world. All-in-all, it was an invaluable 
experience that will not be forgotten.

I spent the rest of the time seeing  
what the Bay Area had to offer, 
exploring San Francisco, Palo Alto 
and San Jose. Balancing my time 
experiencing American icons like 
Chipotle and In and Out, seeing the 
sights like the Golden Gate Bridge  
and meeting with Australasian expats 
who’ve settled down in the Bay Area, 
to hear their stories about moving to 
Silicon Valley.

Top highlights included experiencing 
both Stanford University and Silicon 

Valley culture, connecting with talented 
young minds from around the world, 
and hearing from Brian Acton – 
cofounder of Whatsapp and hearing 
about his journey in selling Whatsapp  
to Facebook for $21b.

All in all, the trip was a truly eye-opening 
experience with insights into not only 
Silicon Valley but other entrepreneurship 
around the world as well. As well 
as some tips towards personal 
development, I’m glad to have been 
able to spend just two weeks there and 
walk away with a treasure trove of life 
lessons, experiences that will forever be 
relevant and also a network of talented 
young minds from around the globe.

Derek lieu
2nd year Commerce student
University of Melbourne

Derek Lieu in San Francisco

Derek lieU
Silicon valley is widely acknowledged as the leading technology, innovation and entrepreneurship hub 
of the world and it’s always been a goal of mine to see it with my own eyes.

uc abroad

Stanford University
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community

As part of our 80th anniversary 
celebrations, Dr Jennifer McDonald 
welcomed Dr Jane Wright (former 
President of the UC Student Club), Anne 
Jeremiah and Emma King to the new 
Syme Dining Hall as guests of honour 
at High Table in early April. Dr Wright 
spoke of her experience at College and 
encouraged the students to actively 
participate in College life.

“When I look back at my time at 
University College – I am grateful 
for the wonderful friends I made and 
have continued to stay in contact with. 
Throughout my time at College, I was  
fortunate to have developed a network 
of friends from diverse academic 
backgrounds and countries.”

 – Dr Jane Wright

To find out more about the 
special events happening 
this year or how you can host 
an alumni reunion, please 
contact the Advancement 
Office on +61 3 9349 9113 or 
community@unicol.unimelb.
edu.au.

Dr Jane Wright, Dr Jennifer McDonald, Anne Jeremiah and Emma King

1987 alUmni reUnion HigH table

Mrs Anne Cronin OAM

UC would like to congratulate 
four remarkable women who were 
recognised for their contribution  
to the nation in this year’s Australia 
Day Honours List.

Mrs Anne Cronin OAM was awarded a 
Medal in the Order of Australia (OAM)  
for service to community health and  
to medical research organisations.  
Mrs Cronin has been on the University 
College Council for 27 years, and has 
served 15 years as President.

Three alumni were awarded a Medal in  
the Order of Australia (OAM):

Dr Martha l Kent oaM (UC alumna 
1970-1971) for service to medicine, 
particularly to mental health.

Ms Susan M nixon oaM (UC alumna 
1957-1958) for service to the community, 
particularly to women.

Dr emma K o’Brien oaM (UC alumna 
1986) for service to community health 
through music therapy programs.

CongratUlations 

AustrAliA DAy Honours



Dr Jennifer McDonald, Head of College 
welcomed Dr Angela Jones, former 
Head of College back to College for 
High Table on Monday 24 April. Dr 
Jones served as Head of University 
Women’s College from 1960 to 1967,  
during a time she described as 
transformative.

“I was married and had two children 
while I was Head of College which 
was a wonderful time and I wouldn’t  
have changed any of it. There was 
a lot of change going on at the time 
– it was important for the College 
to realise that we were not all that 
different from the other Colleges.” 

– Dr Angela Jones

The victory of the UC cricket team  
who won the seconds competition  
was celebrated at this High Table.

Back row: Patrick Soulsby, Angus Eaton, Jack Wood, Oliver Snow, Mollie Farrell, James 
Hutcheon and Sher Maine Tan. Front row: Joe Bingley, Ben Stiassny, Dr Angela Jones, 
Guy Gillespie and On Zhi
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community

Former HeaD oF 
College attenDs 
CriCket HigH table
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council member profile

Why do you think you were chosen 
to join Council? What do you bring 
to the College Council?

I was asked to join the UC Council 
to succeed the Treasurer who had 
indicated that he was stepping down 
and resigning from Council. They chose 
me for my financial qualifications and 
experience.

What do you like most about 
University College and our 
community?

University College has a culture that 
allows each one of its students to 
develop in their own individual way. 
There is little peer pressure to conform 
to a “UC type” and contributions 
made by all students are valued. For 
this reason, University College and its 
community holds a very special place  
in my heart.

What was your first job?

My first job was a research scientist  
in the Microbiology Department at  
St Vincent’s Hospital, Melbourne.

Who’s influenced your career  
most and why?

I have had a number of mentors and 
supporters throughout my career, 
beginning with my father who 
encouraged me to succeed from a 
very early age. I was very fortunate to 
work with Professor David Danks, the 
first Director of the Murdoch Research 
Institute and the father of Clinical 

Benefits in Australia. He was a brilliant 
clinician, scientist and business man.

What’s the best piece of advice  
you could give someone?

Mentors are very important in the 
development of a professional career 
and I would advise anyone with the 
desire to reach their full potential to 
never hesitate in seeking one out.

What’s your greatest business 
achievement?

My greatest achievement was the 
integration of the business and 
administrative systems and the  
technical services of the Murdoch 
Research Institute and the Royal 
Children’s Hospital Research  
Foundation at the time of the merger 
of those two institutes to form the 
Murdoch Children’s Research Institute.

Where is your favourite holiday 
destination?

My favourite holiday destination is 
London. A city rich in history, I never 
tire of walking its streets and strolling 
along the River Thames. I love its theatre 
and art galleries not forgetting the 
opportunities to hear great music.  
It’s not far from my next favourite  
city Paris – just a short train ride  
from St Pancras to Gare du Nord.

name one person you’d like to have 
dinner with and why?

One person I would love to have dinner 
with is Catherine the Great, Empress of 
Russia from 1762 until 1796. She came 
to power following a coup d’état when 
her husband, Peter III, was assassinated. 
Russia was revitalised under her reign, 
growing larger and stronger than ever 
and becoming recognised as one 
of the great powers of Europe. She 
was a patron of the arts, literature, 
and education. During her reign, the 
first state-financed higher education 
institution for women in Europe, the 
Smolny Institute, was established. 
The Hermitage Museum, which now 
occupies the whole Winter Palace, 
began as Catherine’s personal art 
collection. Catherine was a friend  
of Voltaire and corresponded with  
him for 15 years from her accession  
to his death in 1778.

Favourite quote or motto?

“Opinions have caused more ills than 
the plague or earthquakes on this  
little globe.” – Voltaire 1759

Dr Rosalind Terry and Anne Cronin OAM

Sam Bolitho, Anne Cronin OAM, Molly Fredle and Jayden Galbraith

anne CRonIn oam
PresiDent oF CoUnCil
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2017 STUDenT CLUb exeCUTIveS

President
rhiannon Van Vliet

bachelor of Arts

The University  
of Melbourne

 I am so grateful to 
be UC’s President in 2017 – let’s 
get excited about making this year 
absolutely fabulous!

vice President
ella thomas

bachelor of Arts

The University  
of Melbourne

 I’m really looking forward 
to working with the rest of the exec 
team to make 2017 the best year yet.

secretary
emily Webb Ware

bachelor of 
Agriculture

The University  
of Melbourne

I’m so excited and honoured to be  
the Student Club Secretary for 2017 –  
I can’t wait to get stuck into it, and  
I hope, with the help of the rest of  
the fab exec team, that I can keep  
UC running smoothly!

treasurer
robbie Douglas

bachelor of 
Commerce

The University  
of Melbourne

I’m really enjoying working with such  
a great bunch of people this year.

social secretaries
Katlin leon

bachelor of 
environments

The University  
of Melbourne

Sascha neale

bachelor of 
pharmacy

Monash University

You can always retake 
a class but you can’t 

relive a party.

iCaC 
representative
Max Dewez

bachelor of Science

The University  
of Melbourne

I’m really enjoying the role of ICAC rep 
this year! It’s so fun being a part of a 
cracker exec team. Can’t wait to rev 
up the enthusiasm for intercollegiate 
events in Semester 2!

Female sports 
representative
ellie hodge

bachelor of Science

The University  
of Melbourne

So excited to be elected as the female 
sports rep for 2017 – can’t wait for all 
the good times and wins I’m sure are 
ahead!

male sports 
representative
Joe Bingley

bachelor of Arts

The University  
of Melbourne

I’m stoked to be the go-to for all things 
regarding male sport in 2017. After a 
pretty successful 2016, I’ll give it my 
best to try and make 2017 an even 
greater sports season!

student club executives



26  UC Frappe Fort June 2017

Dr robin stewardson
Robin was born in 1937, the same 
year that University Women’s College 
opened its doors. Robin was a member 
of the Finance Committee and College 
Treasurer (2002 to 2003). In 2004 he 
established the Stewardson-Walpole 
Scholarship with his wife Jenny and 
he remained a regular donor to, and 
an active participant in, the College 
community. Robin was also a  
Governor of the College. 

Dr mary Wheeler
Mary served the College with  
distinction from 1974 to 1979 as  
Vice-Principal and Tutor in Anatomy  
and was made a Governor of the 
College in 1982. She was much  
loved by the students for her care, 
understanding and wise counsel, and 
she provided an enduring benefit for 
them by endowing a scholarship to 
commemorate her father, Dr Philip 
Wheeler. In addition, Dr Wheeler has 
been a donor to the College annually 
from 1976, a contribution which the 
College acknowledges with gratitude. 

Professor Homer le grand
Homer was born in 1944 in Shelby, 
North Carolina, to Eugene Le Grand 
and Emma Beam. His father was an 
engineer with a passion for education 
and community involvement shared 
by Homer’s mother and several aunts 
who were teachers. Homer came to 
Melbourne with his family in 1975 for 
one year and stayed a lifetime. He 
initially had a limited tenure position 
at the University of Melbourne in the 
Department of History and Philosophy 
of Science and was asked to stay  
on for another year. He went on 
to become the Dean of Arts at the 
University of Melbourne, and later,  
at Monash University. Homer was  
made a Governor of the College  
in 1999 and also served on the  
College’s Scholarships Committee.

vale

vALe

The Council, Head of College and UC community were saddened to hear of the passing of Dr robin 
Stewardson, Dr Mary Wheeler, professor Homer Le grand, Debra Azzopardi, emily blackwood and eleanor 
farrington. Our thoughts are with their families.

Dr Robin Stewardson

Dr Mary Wheeler
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Debra Azzopardi
Deb was an integral part of the 
UC family, working in the kitchen 
from 2007-2016. She will be fondly 
remembered by students and staff for 
her pleasant and welcoming demeanor 
and strong work ethic. Not only did  
Deb make sure that the humans at UC 
were well-fed, she also ensured that 
our gold fish and resident cat, (the late) 
Aggie, were nourished every morning. 
Deb will be very much missed by those 
fortunate to have known her. 

Emily Blackwood
It was Emily’s cheeky smile, wicked 
humour and passion for life that 
captured so many hearts at UC instantly 
on move-in day in 2015. Her relaxed 
Sydney vibe and love of adventure and 
experiences suited College perfectly. 
Emily’s friends will never forget her 
love of Melbourne. Her dedication to 
good music and a boogie was always 
commendable. If you met Emily, you 
would have been able to experience 
her overall love for life. She was always 
ready for an adventure and we will never 
meet anyone filled with so much energy 
packed into such a small body. She  
was a firework. Emily is missed by all  
of her family and friends every day.

Eleanor Farrington
Eleanor moved into University College 
in the summer of 2010, embarking on 
the adventure of Melbourne, nursing, 
student life and College living. An 
intriguing contradiction, Eleanor  
was both excitingly crazy, nutty  
and spontaneous and yet extremely 
considerate, intelligent and organised.

She was involved in many parts 
of College life but of note, did an 
outrageously impressive job of heading 
up the college production in 2011, 
putting on show her adoration and 
talent for all things musical, but perhaps 
most special, her knack for leadership. 

Eleanor embodied a warmth that was 
disarming, a smile that came from her 
heart, a laugh that was contagious, 
a drive as fierce as a lion, a rare 
humbleness, leadership qualities  
second to none and the kind of 
friendship one is lucky to stumble 
across once in a lifetime.

Eleanor’s loss 
leaves a void of 
sadness, however 
in her wake 
prevails a legacy  
of warmth, 
inspiration and 
friendship.

Debra Azzopardi

Eleanor Farrington

Emily Blackwood
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80
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CELEBRATIN

G

1997 Alumni reunion
friday 30 June

80th Anniversary 
‘remembering UWC’ 
fundraising High tea
Wednesday 16 August

family Day brunch  
(Syme Dining Hall)
Sunday 3 September

Founder’s Entrance Opening 
1969 – girl’s muck up 
performance

1967 Alumni reunion 
Lunch (Heritage room)
Monday 30 October

2007 Alumni reunion
friday 7 July

UC Open Day
Sunday 20 August

Careers Week
Monday 4 September

Head’s residence Thank 
you Cocktail event
Monday 16 October

Unveiling of greta Hort 
portrait
Tuesday 25 July

80th Anniversary forum 
‘The Changing role of 
education’
friday 25 August

1957 Alumni reunion 
Lunch (Heritage room)
Monday 2 October

georgina Sweet Society 
Lunch
Wednesday 8 november

WA Alumni reunion
Monday 31 July

governor’s High Table
Monday 28 August

1947 Alumni reunion 
Lunch (Heritage room)
Monday 16 October

A Special Celebration of 
UC/Open House – tour 
of new facilities, and 
Christmas Cocktails
Wednesday 6 December
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Living at UC is an enriching experience that allows you  
to get the most out of your time at university.

The best way to make your decision is to come and experience  
UC for yourself on Open Day:

•	 Take	a	tour	with	students	and	hear	first-hand	why	they	love	UC.

•	 Find	out	how	UC	can	help	your	transition	to	university	and	 
support you during your degree.

•	 Free	food	and	drinks.	Open	10am-5pm.

open dAy 2017
sUnDay 20 aUgUst


