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HEAD’S REPORT

FROM THE HEAD OF COLLEGE 

There were also many challenges – the 
weekend our O-Week leaders arrived 
we again found ourselves in lockdown. 
Planned activities, including a two-day 
leadership training camp at Anglesea, 
were cancelled.

Despite this setback, our students 
remained resolute and determined to 
provide the best possible welcome. We 
had every confidence they were up to 
the task, and they did not disappoint, 
rapidly regrouping and adjusting their 
program. To our O-Week leaders who 
delivered a very successful welcome 
week, thank you. We are very proud  
of you. 

Once Semester 1 commenced, we drew 
on the lessons of 2020 to keep our 
college safe and re-imagined events 
and spaces to comply with Government 
restrictions. Commencement Dinner 
was transformed into a reception in the 
beautiful Giblin and McEwan courtyards. 
High Tables transitioned to smaller 
group dining experiences in the lovely 
new Seminar Centre. 

Being open and receptive to such 
changes is now an ongoing reality 
for our students and staff. Whatever 
happens we are confident we can 
manage. In all of this, we are still 
maintaining UC’s traditions, while 
ensuring our students have a great 
college experience.

With our wonderful new buildings, the 
College is now thoroughly modern, but 
everywhere you look there are nods 
to its history. Our residential wings, 
common rooms and gardens are named 
after eminent alumni and benefactors. 
Their donations of art work, including 
our latest acquisition of the beautiful 
Cantieni paintings, adorn our walls. I 
thank Dr Rosemary Kiss and Conrad 
O’Donohue for this generous gift. 

As I walk into the College foyer,  
I often stop to admire the beautiful  
Tina Wentcher bas relief memorial 
dedicated to one of our founders and 
generous benefactors, Dr Georgina 
Sweet OBE. It reminds me that while 
change is constant, and so many 
aspects of our lives have been upended, 

UC has a proud history and traditions 
based on enduring values that still 
matter. The first wing of the College was 
named after Dr Sweet. Her personal gift 
of £1000 launched the building appeal 
for a women’s college in 1936. She was 
also the first President of the Women’s 
College Council in 1937. 

The College was always intended 
to be a place providing not just 
accommodation, but an environment 
for the pursuit of true learning and 
one which fostered personal growth, 
friendship and community. I am forever 
impressed by the academic focus of 
our students and the excellence of their 
academic results. We celebrated their 
success recently at our Fellows and 
Academic Achievement High Table.  
Yet, somehow they also manage to 
combine academic success with the 
fellowship of friends, an abundance of 
extra-curricular achievements and a 
spirit of service. Over the generations 
our alumni have gone on to serve the 
wider community and they continue  
to give back, through our scholarships 
and alumni mentoring programs.

Having now experienced five 
lockdowns, we know that this pandemic 
is a marathon. One thing that living 
through it has reinforced, however, 
is how much our students value their 
college experience. When they returned 
onsite this year, their joy and energy 
was palpable. Through those accidental 
and incidental encounters which enrich 
our lives, both students and staff re-
engaged in ways that remote work and 
learning simply cannot match. Whatever 
the circumstances we find ourselves in, 
therefore, UC is a wonderful place to  
be and continues to thrive. 

To all of our students and staff, I thank 
you for your endurance, resilience and 
joyful embrace of college life. As we 
deal with the challenges of 2021, let us 
continue to bring out the best in each 
other so that collectively, we bring out 
the best in UC.

Dr Jennifer McDonald 
Head of College

As we commenced the 2021 college year, there was much to be grateful for 
and to celebrate. It was a time to be optimistic, set new goals, and aspire 
always to do better than we have done before. We were excited to welcome 
back our O-Week leaders to guide our largest ever cohort of 340 students. 
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STUDENT CLUB

Grateful to be back
Women’s cricket team

We kicked off the year with an N-week 
and O-week that was by no means a 
seamless process, but in the end, we 
were really proud of the week that we 
managed to deliver. Thankfully, Angus 
(our Student Club Vice President), 
the Student Club Executive and I 
were supported by the incredibly 
accommodating staff, 51 of the most 
amazing O-Week leaders you could  
ever find, and our biggest and best ever 
first-year cohort who embraced the 
week and really took on the inclusive 
culture that underpins life at UC.

The UC cohort has always maintained  
a reputation of giving everything a go, 
our enthusiasm and willingness to try 
new things never falters. This year,  
 

we’ve made 2021 our own by putting 
up a huge effort on the cricket pitch, 
dancing our way to second place in 
the intercollegiate dance competition 
Step Up and challenging our opponents 
with so much heart on the tennis court, 
hockey pitch and soccer field.

Another reason I am so proud to be 
a UCer, is our unbeatable community 
spirit. Supported by our representative 
committee, we’re always able to give 
back and be a part of the community. 
Whether out in the veggie garden,  
at an intercollegiate queer picnic 
or fundraiser, at yoga on a Saturday 
morning or performing at Pleasant  
Friday Afternoons (PFAs), there is  
always a way to get involved.

It’s been a pleasure to watch everyone 
embrace all of the events and 
opportunities on offer this semester,  
to see lifelong friendships form and to be 
a part of this community we call home.

Rachael McDonald 
Student Club President 
2nd Year Arts Student 
University of Melbourne 

After a year like last year, coming back to College was somewhat daunting 
and filled with a lot of unknowns! Even though we made the most of 
the situation in 2020, sadly due to COVID-19, we missed out on a lot of 
the events and the traditions of a typical year at University College. But 
as always, the UC love, passion and die-hard spirit prevailed, and it’s 
wonderful to see everyone embrace each activity or event and be grateful 
to have the opportunities we are afforded this year.

Rachael McDonald and Angus North 
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WELCOME SATURDAY

Welcoming our biggest 
first year cohort ever
Welcome Saturday was a little different this year due to COVID-19. Government imposed restrictions meant 
that students had to say goodbye to loved ones at the front of College before venturing in to start the next 
exciting chapter of their lives. Thank you to everyone involved for helping us welcome our newest students!

O-Week Leaders waiting to greet our new students

Fiona Vaughan and Grace Vaughan Casey O’Brien and Justin O’Brien
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WELCOME SATURDAY

Xiao Xiao helping students move in

Joseph Kenny, Logan Kerr and Will Hatty

Jemma Hamzah, Nicole Penrose and Stephanie Blythe Arnika Fredricson selling UC merchandise



So we took inspiration from our student 
leaders who, on the verge of returning 
to College in February to prepare for 
orientation, were sidelined by a ‘short, 
sharp lockdown’; their plans thrown 
into disarray. We saw these leaders 
‘head back to the drawing board’ to 
work out how to create an orientation 
program for our new students that was 
now very restricted, but still delivered 
the same experience of being warmly 
welcomed into our special community. 
The orientation program the students 
created across five days, and for over 
200 people, did just this, and was a  
credit to their flexibility, creativity and 
unflappable energy and enthusiasm.

Focused on the key function and 
purpose of the event, we knew at 
the very core, Commencement had 
to achieve three things. The first and 
foremost was the opportunity for the 
whole College to be together. The 
second was to have the opportunity 

to mark the occasion with traditional 
formalities, and the third was to offer 
hospitality fitting the event.

The density cap for indoor spaces 
meant that it would not be possible to 
have everyone in the Dining Hall, and 
a formal sit-down dinner was not an 
option. However, within the density 
limits provided between our two 
outdoor courtyards, everyone could 
attend a wonderfully catered outdoor 
cocktail event. In this environment,  
the Ellis Balcony replaced the Syme 
Dining Hall stage and from there  
Head of College, Dr Jennifer McDonald 
and Student Club President, Rachael 
McDonald, and Vice President, Angus 
North, were able to address the 2021 
cohort, inviting them to start this  
year together. 

It is without doubt that being able to 
have whole-college formal dinners is 
a future goal once it is possible, but 

there was something quite delightful 
and fitting about this Commencement 
Reception, elements of which we would 
certainly incorporate into future events. 
Like the 2021 orientation program, it 
highlighted that the format is adaptable, 
so long as the essence of what makes a 
UC experience unique continues to be  
at the centre of whatever we do. 

Liz Agostino 
Dean of Students

COMMENCEMENT DINNER

With the hopes of leaving 2020 behind us and the goal of achieving some kind of normal College experience for 
our students, we started to think about our first formal College event of the year - Commencement Dinner. We 
knew that it would be impossible to hold the usual event in the current COVID-normal environment, but we were 
also aware that this tradition was an incredibly important marker for the start of our year together. The ceremony 
and gravitas of Commencement provides the kind of galvanisation amongst a newly formed cohort of students  
that is essential to our community.

A new start together
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Stephanie Blythe, Liberty Lane-Fry, 
Ethan Bradley and Jaydon Chai

Tom Clarkson, Josh Rafter, Chloe Forwood 
and Grace Szepe
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COMMENCEMENT DINNER

Angus North and Rachael McDonald

Caitie McCabe

Giblin Courtyard from the balcony
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DONOR APPRECIATION

Welcoming back our donors

The event was not only an opportunity 
to thank all of those who contribute to 
our scholarship program, but a chance 
for them to meet their scholarship 
recipients and other students receiving 
financial support. 

In the wake of COVID it was the first 
time in over twelve months that we 
had been able to host an event for the 
wider UC community, and I think we can 
confidently say those in attendance were 
thrilled to be back on campus (and we 
were equally thrilled to welcome them). 
It was so uplifting to see the interaction 
between our guests and students again, 
who had a fantastic time hearing the 
stories of our alumni and donors. 

In a UC first, a marquee was hired so 
we could host the reception in the 
gorgeous Giblin Courtyard and avoid 
the increasingly chilly autumn evenings. 
Complete with heaters and beautifully 
decorated by our events and facilities 
teams, the marquee was a huge success. 

This event was in lieu of our usual 
Scholars Dinner – which could not 

be held in our main Dining Hall as this 
space is still restricted to students and 
staff only. But many commented on 
how much they liked the roving format, 
as everyone could mingle freely and 
converse with more people than a 

formal sit-down dinner would allow. 
We certainly hope this will be the first 
of many community events in 2021 as 
COVID restrictions hopefully continue 
to ease and our community feels more 
secure being out and about. 

Our Donor Appreciation Reception was held on the 21st of April with over 80 students, staff, alumni and 
community members in attendance. 

Will Zhang and the Cas Family

Dr Jennifer McDonald welcoming guests
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DONOR APPRECIATION

Tom McKendrick and Sarah Eastwood

Jane Peck, Eloise Foott and Norma Binding

Malcolm McComas and Xiao Xiao

Georgia Beyer, Dr Di Bresciani OAM and Emily Seiter
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Our scholarship recipients 
Congratulations to all of our scholarship recipients this year and thank you to all 
of our generous donors. 

Katelyn Allison – Ann Miller Indigenous Scholarship 

Georgia Beyer – Lena McEwan–Soroptimist International 
Scholarship 

Scarlett Bishoff – Hughes Family Scholarship 

Bridget Callaghan – Jill Williams Scholarship 

Chloe Carboon – Broughton Scholarship 

Micol Carmignani – Lady Boston Scholarship 

Tom Clarkson – Tweddle Family Scholarship and  
UC New Zealand Scholarship

Georgia Cleaver – Triggs Scholarship 

Ruby Collis – UC Scholarship 

Grace Crighton – Jill Williams Scholarship 

Emma Doak – Botha Family Scholarship 

Angus Drain – David Syme Charitable Trust Scholarship 

Rachael Ferluga – Wheeler Scholarship 

Eloise Foott – Binding Scholarship

Quinn Goodwin – UC ACT Scholarship 

Sunny Handy – QLS Group Wimmera Mallee Scholarship 

Brianna Hines – Jill Williams Scholarship 

Alexandra Hodge – Ros Terry Scholarship 

Ruby Hore – Jill Williams Scholarship

Ruth Hughes – Barbara and Max Murray Scholarship 

Pheobe Jenkins – Deborah Seifert Scholarship 

Kaytlyn Johnson – Ann Miller Indigenous Scholarship 

Yuri Kuroda – Barbara Howlett Scholarship

Alanah Maloney – Jill Williams Scholarship

Lucinda Matthews – Corbett Family Scholarship

Grace Mincherton – UC Western Australia Scholarship 

Rachael McDonald – UC Leadership Scholarship 

Rose McGeown – McGregor Family Fund Scholarship 

Tom McKendrick – Jill Eastwood Scholarship 

Bradley Moon – Gates Buchanan Scholarship 

Kieron Morley – DMW Industries Doyle Family Scholarship 

Angus North – UC Leadership Scholarship

Nicole Penrose – Lovell Chen Scholarship 

Grace Phillips – UC New South Wales Scholarship 

Angus Robson – Lovell Chen Scholarship 

Eliza Routley – Jill Williams Scholarship 

Keniesha Ryan – UniLodge Scholarship

Courtney Sait – Myra Roper Scholarship 

Angus Scarrabelotti – Dr Anne G Jabara Scholarship 

Ben Schultz – Stewardson Walpole Scholarship 

Jemima Seager – Muriel Crabtree Scholarship 

Ben Searle – McGregor Family Fund Scholarship 

Emily Seiter – UC Victoria Scholarship 

Zali Stephens – Kathy Skelton Scholarship 

Jack Watson – David Syme Charitable Trust Media 
Scholarship 

Zoe Winter – Cox Family Scholarship and UC Tasmania 
Scholarship

Xiao Xiao – Meredith McComas Scholarship 

William Zhang – Dr Elizabeth Shaw Medicine Scholarship 
and Margaret Garson Medicine Scholarship

Please note: all UC Regional Scholarships are made up from 
donations to our annual appeal – which supports a number 
of students. We thank you for your gifts no matter how small, 
as they all contribute to how much financial aid we can offer. 

Rachael McDonald, Penny Montgomery, Angus Drain and 
Paul Montgomery

Kaytlyn Johnson, Katelyn Allison and Ann Miller AM
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ADVANCEMENT

2021 University College Appeal 

Stronger together  
Thank you for your support in an uncertain time

We understand the past 12 months have 
been particularly difficult for everyone, 
on a global scale.

We were delighted that we were still 
able to offer financial support to over 
50 students in 2021. That is because – 
despite the challenges – many of you 
have continued to contribute and show 
your support in so many ways.

Thank you!

Every donation you make helps us to 
fund scholarships for students like Ruby, 
who was the recipient of a $10,000 
scholarship in 2021 thanks to multiple 
generous donations from our annual 
appeal. Without this support, she would 
not have been able to experience life 
at a residential college and enjoy all the 
benefits of life at UC.

With many university courses still taking 
place online, the support of a college 
community cannot be underestimated, 
especially for those students moving 
away from home to study. Now, more 
than ever, the friendships, wellbeing and 
academic support that colleges provide 
are playing a vital role in the student 
experience.

Consider a donation today
Any contribution you can make is greatly 
appreciated as every contribution, no matter 
the amount, supports our UC community and 
makes a difference for our students.

For more information, or to make a donation, 
contact the Advancement office on +61 3 9349 
9111 or advancement@unicol.unimelb.edu.au or 
visit www.unicol.unimelb.edu.au/support-uc

“My University College scholarship has afforded me so many wonderful 
things I would have missed out on otherwise –  a community of friends, 
great academic and wellbeing support and a beautiful home. I am incredibly 
grateful to have received a scholarship, and it drives me to engage with the 
UC community even more.”  Ruby Collis

Spotlight on a 
Scholarship
As alumni, Kerry Yu and 
Kevin Ng understand the 
opportunities college life 
offers – which is exactly the 
reason they chose to donate.

“We both arrived at UC in 1995. It 
was a great place to broaden our 
friendship groups and form some 
deeper bonds. You really get to 
know people much better when 
you’ve seen them in their pyjamas 
and over meals every day.”

So when it came to giving back, 
Kerry and Kevin thought of UC.

“One of the most amazing people 
we met during our time at College was Dr Paul Lee.

“He was a high achieving medical student and a warm soul, 
who always had a smile on his face. After he tragically and 
unexpectedly passed away in 2017, we (with the help of 
some generous friends) wanted to pay tribute to Paul and 
honour the way that he has touched our lives and others.

“So we established a scholarship which we hoped would 
be of some help in supporting students to achieve their 
dreams, just as Paul did, and encouraging them to make  
a positive contribution to the community.”

Ruby Collis
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Cantieni grew up in Australia and now 
lives in Montreal, Canada. He remains 
close friends with the couple, having 
known Conrad since the early 1960s, 
when both were young teachers and 
Graham was just beginning his career  
as an artist. 

During this time, Conrad has 
enthusiastically collected many of 
Cantieni’s paintings, prints and collages, 
but after seeing UC’s recent extension, 
Rosemary and Conrad thought that 
perhaps some of Cantieni’s canvases 
would benefit from a new home. 

“I look back on my experience at 
University Women’s College as 
transformative both in terms of the 
friendships cemented and in the 
educational opportunity provided.  
So I am keen to contribute to UC  
when I can,” said Dr Kiss. 

“These three large Cantieni canvases 
have been on our walls and were  
much loved but, in a modest house,  
they have not been able to be displayed 
to their full advantage. So we thought 
that perhaps it would be a happy 
outcome for everyone to offer these 
significant works to the College.”

In April, Rosemary and Conrad were  
able to finally visit UC to see the  
works on display in their new location  
in our Seminar Centre and adjoining 
Roper wing.  

“Happily the paintings are now on the 
walls at UC where they look great, 
having the space and light they need to 
be seen to best effect,” Rosemary said. 

GENEROUS DONATION

A generous donation brings Cantieni to College
Alumna Dr Rosemary Kiss (UWC 1963 – 1966) and her husband Conrad O’Donohue recently made a generous art 
donation to the College in the form of three Graham Cantieni paintings. 

Thank you again to Rosemary and Conrad for this generous donation. 
If you have any art you wish to donate to UC, please email us at: 
community@unicol.unimelb.edu.au

Conrad O’Donohue, Dr Rosemary Kiss and Dr Jennifer McDonald
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SENIOR COMMON ROOM

Enriching  
the academic 
experience  
at College
It’s full steam ahead in the Senior 
Common Room, with a diverse 
array of events and initiatives 
organised to engage the student 
body and enrich their academic 
experience at UC.

There are seven resident tutors who 
call the Senior Common Room 
home in 2021. We are from a broad 
range of academic backgrounds 
including creative writing, philosophy 
and computer science. Each of us 
live and work at College, providing 
academic support through tutorials and 
consultations and getting involved in 
social activities including high tables.

We’re working on bringing a range of 
academic and social events to College 
this year, with a couple of activities 
taking place in first semester. It has been 
fantastic to organise a series of fireside 
chats this year after being constrained 
by physical distancing requirements in 
2020. Fireside chats are hosted by the 
resident tutors in the common room, 
with one tutor chairing the evening, 
organising the topic of discussion 
and prompting the conversation. So 
far, we have hosted discussions on 
representation, interactions between 
arts and science and decolonisation. 
We plan to continue our fireside chats 
in second semester, with a couple of 
mystery guests planned!

As we head towards exam time, there 
are a couple of academic initiatives 
planned by members of the Senior 
Common Room to help to create a 
constructive work environment for  
all residents. We hope to run regular 
“Shut up and Write” sessions during 
SWOTVAC using the Pomidoro 
technique of timed study and break 
periods to get the most out of the time 
we have before deadlines and exams! 
We will also be running a series of 

academic skills workshops on topics 
including essay writing, research 
techniques and spreadsheeting.

Another role of the Senior Common 
Room is to draw on its members’ lived 
experience to act as “older siblings” 
to the student cohort. Each first-year 
student has a resident tutor they can 
go to as an academic mentor, who can 
help with study planning and advise 
them on where to find resources for 
their studies. For the first time, we have 
been able to set up a discussion group 
for queer and questioning students. 
Weekly queer chats are facilitated by 
James Brown, a resident tutor who has 

been running a similar group at La Trobe 
University. As a PhD student studying 
queer culture in Australia, James is 
highly qualified to start a discussion and 
get students thinking! The group is an 
amazing forum for students to be able 
to participate in and draw support from.

The common room also organises 
social events for our members. So far 
in first semester, we have had a board 
games night and a craft night. We are 
currently planning a trip to the theatre 
to celebrate the end of semester!

Lucinda Harrison 
President, Senior Common Room

Paul Spasojevic and Lucinda Harrison

Fireside Chat
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SPORTS REPORT

Cricket: Cricket was first up and both 
our men’s and women’s teams put 
on an impressive performance. The 
women’s team, led by co-captains 
Caitie McCabe and Sarah Parker, played 
valiantly, coming second to St Hilda’s in 
the grand final by only two runs, which 
was an outstanding effort we are really 
proud of. Thanks to the spectators 
who came down and encouraged both 
teams, definitely a great precedent for 
the rest of the year. Also thank you 
to Sally Hobden, Patrick Bolton, Will 
Beattie and Lachlan MacLaren for their 
commitment as coaches. 

Tennis: There was much talent on 
display in our single, double and mixed 
tennis teams this year. UC came fourth 
overall thanks to the commendable 
efforts of Lucas O’Brien, Harry Wills 
and Bec Brennan. Congratulations to 
all competitors and thank you to the 
coaches, Gaby Patterson, Michaela 

Creswell, Sam Wyrill and Matthew 
Grundy as well as the captains 
Toby Champion, Leo Hanley, Arnika 
Fredericson and Anne Jagtenberg for  
all their support.

Athletics and Cross Country: These 
two events are always enjoyable for 
UCers and this year it was no different 
with UC representatives performing  
very well in both competitions. A  
special mention must go to our athletics 
finalists Rachel Dickson, Tom Caine,  
Kai Maher and the UC Boar in the 
mascot sprint! Well done to stand outs 
in the Cross Country, Toby Chilver,  
Tom Barr-Smith, Brooke Pithie and  
Alex Perkins. We are thankful for the  
UC coaches, Tom McKay, Lachie Gee, 
Gaby Patterson and Michaela Creswell 
as well as captains Angus Drain,  
Tom Barr Smith, Emma Doak and  
Naomi Brummitt who made these 
competitions possible.

Table Tennis: Interest was high for 
table tennis this year with 80 women 
and 80 men vying for a spot in the 
team. After a round robin tournament a 
strong women’s and men’s team were 
chosen to represent UC. Shout out to 
all competitors but especially to Preston 
Tan-Kang for an amazing performance. 
Thank you to captains and coaches Ben 
Shultz, Kye Mojtahedi, Gina Corridore 
and Eliza Mills for their hard work and 
dedication. 

Rowing: Rowing day was a highly 
anticipated event on the UC calendar 
this year and lived up to its expectations. 
The men’s crew raced really well 
throughout the day beating St Hilda’s, 
Queens and IH in the heats and came 
second in the A Final to Ormond while 
beating Trinity – this was an amazing 
effort from the male crew! The women’s 
crew came second to Trinity in their 
heat and came first in the B Final, 
beating Queens. 

Beyond the ball of duty 
After a largely cancelled sports calendar last year it was great to see so many events back on the table in 2021.

Students getting ready for the Intercollegiate Rowing Day
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SPORTS REPORT

We’re so happy with how this year has 
commenced and are looking forward to 
taking to the fields/courts to represent 
UC in Semester 2. And as always, thank 
you to the UCers who brave the rain  
and cold to stand on the sidelines to  
cheer our teams on!

Pip Kennett 
Female Sports Representative
2nd Year Design Student
RMIT 

Tom McKendrick 
Male Sports Representative
2nd Year Paramedicine Student
Victoria University

Intercollegiate Athletics Carnival

Pip Smith

Women’s rowing team
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COMMUNITY SERVICE

Nurturing a culture of giving back at UC 
It is particularly important that we 
as a college commit to making the 
world a better place. Community 
Service initiatives at UC aim to 
increase our students’ sense of 
social responsibility and to expand 
their global views of society – by 
developing an awareness of social 
issues and a better understanding 
of the community we live in.

UC’s philanthropic efforts began in 
March, when students were encouraged 
to take part in the Intercollegiate Blood 
Run, which spanned from March to 
May. The Intercollegiate Blood Run is 
an annual blood donation challenge 
between the 10 colleges which aims to 
see who can donate the most blood and 
help save the most lives. This year UC 
saved 93 lives, winning the challenge 
with 31 donations in total, although 
we aim to continue blood donations 
throughout the year. 

The next initiative that UC took part 
in was the Letterbox Project, a pen 
pal initiative that pairs young people 
with individuals who are experiencing 
isolation and loneliness. We had over 25 
students take part, offering community 
and companionship for lonely and 
vulnerable people who do not have  
the capacity to use technology. 

This year, the Intercollegiate Outreach 
Committee worked with the 
Intercollegiate Activities Council to 
organise for a portion of the Step Up 
dance competition tickets to be donated 
to ‘The Arts Wellbeing Collective’ who 
aim to promote positive mental health 
and wellbeing in the performing arts 
industry, which is particularly important 
given the circumstances created by the 
pandemic. Together with the ticket sales 
from other colleges, we raised $2000 to  
assist those affected in the industry.

In May, UC hosted Australia’s Biggest 
Morning Tea for the Cancer Council, 
which involved tea and scones, a baking 
competition, and other fun activities. 
Rachael McDonald took home the prize 
of UC’s best baker with her delicious 
carrot cake and brownies. We raised 
almost $150 dollars on the day, all of 
which will go toward Cancer Council’s 
work to raise vital funds for people 
impacted by cancer and support  
world-class research. 

UC is also currently in the process of 
creating Blessing Bags, which offer 
people in need bags full of essentials 
such as dental care, hygiene products 
and food items in order to support 
Victoria’s Homelessness.

Students who are unable to give their 
time but are still willing to give back 
have been encouraged to donate to 
the organisations we have worked with 
or support social businesses (such as 
The Big Issue newspaper who employ 
people experiencing homelessness, 
marginalisation and disadvantage and 
The Good Bean Coffee Company who 
donate 50% of their profits to charity  
and provide work opportunities and 
training to the marginalised and long 
term unemployed). 

There are many more fun and exciting 
community service initiatives planned 
for the rest of the year. We’re looking 
forward to Oaktree’s Live Below the 
Line, where students will live on $2 a 
day in support of those living in extreme 
poverty, One Girl’s Do It In A Dress event  
and work with the RSPCA. 

UC and the other colleges have an 
important responsibility to give back and 
commit to improving their community 
by showing the next generation that 
they have the power and ability to 
improve society for the better. 

Pip Smith 
Community Service Representative 
2nd Year Commerce Student 
University of Melbourne

Marnie Goulston and Juliette Sherrard



HIGH TABLE

One of the best parts about living at College are the High 
Tables on Monday and Tuesday evenings. It is a chance for the 
whole College to sit down in the Dining Hall to eat a delicious 
three course dinner together and to catch up on things 
happening around UC. In a “normal” year, special guests  
(Vice Chancellors, Deans of faculties, volunteers for College 
events, winning sporting teams, etc) are invited to join our 
Head of College, Deans and Resident Tutors on High Table. 

After the exit from the extended lockdown in 2020, we had to 
re-imagine how High Table would work for our community. 

With the longer days and warm summer weather we were able 
to host al fresco dining experiences with smaller groups of 
students at the start of the semester. As the evenings became 
colder, we moved the High Tables into the Seminar Centre. 

Although these smaller gatherings enabled students and staff 
to get to know each other better in an intimate setting, we are 
hoping to be able to host our first High Table for the complete 
student cohort in Semester 2 in the Dining Hall in Semester 2 
(Government restrictions permitting).

UC BALL 
The Ball is a much anticipated Student Club event any 
given year, but after the cancellation of the 2020 UC 
Ball there was even more excitement about this one.
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High Table re-imagined
Emily Taylor and Alex Brodie

Tom Tretheway, Alex Brzoska, Will Sorensen and Nicholas 
Livingstone

Eliza Walsh, Sarah Turnbull, Skye Lockwood and Charlotte Douglas
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Although all may not be as it has been 
in the past, everyone accepted this new 
normal, with our students making the 
most of their college experience. It is 
pleasing to see the calendar of events in 
sport, the arts, performance and general 
social activities back in place and 
bringing a wealth of new experiences  
to our community. 

COVID-safe practices have changed 
things somewhat, but sometimes 
change is good. Many more events  
are being held outside so we can make 
the most of our wonderful new spaces 
as well as enjoy the beauty of our 
gardens and courtyards.

The first event that welcomed outside 
guests into the College was a great 
success. The Donor Appreciation 
Reception was an opportunity for 
scholarship recipients and their donors 
to engage and get to know each other.  

With the success of our first event  
firmly under our belt, we are looking 
forward to hosting other alumni 
reunions at UC in the latter part of the 
year. We hope to invite alumni back to 
see the wonderful transformation of  
the College since the completion of  
the redevelopment in 2019.

May saw Council and the College 
executive team working on a new  
three year strategic plan. One of the 
College’s main focuses will be on 
growing our scholarship program. 
It is really important to us to build a 
bigger corpus that will allow us to 
offer a higher number of scholarships, 
as well as more substantially-sized 
scholarships. It is widely acknowledged 
that scholarships can be life changing 
for students who may otherwise not 
be able to experience the benefits 
of tertiary education in a safe and 
supportive environment such as UC.

Council member Rebecca Lobb (UC 
2008) welcomed her son Milo in 
March, the third baby born to a Council 
member in recent years, Matthew 
O’Keefe (UC 2004) and Anna Crameri 
(UC 2002) having both added to future 
UC residents in the last couple of years.

We are always interested to hear from 
alumni who may have an interest in 
supporting the College on Council or 
one of its sub committees. Please get in 
touch if you would like to be involved or 
know someone who you think would be 
pleased to offer their time and talents. 

Congratulations to long-time College 
benefactor, Mr Lino Bresciani OAM for 
being awarded the Medal of the Order 
of Australia in the Australia Day honours 
list. Our congratulations also goes to 
University Women’s College alumna and 
generous supporter of our scholarships 
program, Ms Ann Miller AM (UWC 1960), 
for being appointed a Member of 
the Order of Australia in the Queen’s 
Birthday honours list.

In other great news, alumna Michelle 
Kerrin (UC 2015), was chosen to design 
the first AFL Women’s Indigenous 
Guernsey for Richmond and the 
Mother’s Day limited edition box for 
Cadbury roses. 

Council thank our wonderful staff led by 
Head of College, Dr Jennifer McDonald, 
for their hard work, persistence, 
resilience and general positive attitude 
during the challenges of last year and 
especially in making the new year work 
so well in a COVID-normal world.

K. Jane Peck
President of Council

There was a collective holding of breath as the 2021 academic year started, 
and sure enough, there was an urgent (but thankfully brief) lockdown in 
early February. But resilience is a trait that is much in demand these days, 
and all persisted. Soon the College was welcoming new and returning 
students.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Ann Miller AM and Dominique Atley
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HIGH TABLE

Fellows and 
Academic 
Achievement 
High Table
Head of College, Dr Jennifer 
McDonald, and President of  
Council, K. Jane Peck, welcomed 
students and Fellows of the College, 
Dr Alison Harcourt AO (UWC 1947) 
and Dr Ros Terry (UWC 1958) to  
High Table to celebrate the  
excellent academic achievements  
of our students in 2020. 

Chelsea Antich

Brandon 
Bartholomeusz 

Patrick Bolton

Rebecca Brennan

Finbar Brown

Grace Bubb

Micol Carmignani

Lachlan Gee

Jemimah Giles-Cook

Helena Gill

Matthew Grundy 

Henrietta Heintze

Kathryn Hutchins

Drew Ireland-Shead 

Yuri Kuroda

Meg Last

Jemma Lowe

Thomas McKendrick

Allison Meyer

Allanah Mott

Audrey Mueller 

Luca Noonan

Elliot O’Donoghue

Gabrielle Patterson

Catarina Peluti 

Eliza Radford

Anika Ramasamy 

Annabelle Rix

Erica Sait

Annabel Shaw 

Lily Simatupang

Paul Spasojevic

Semko van de 
Wolfshaar

Jake Vernon-Elliot 

Taila White

Prudence Wilkinson

Max Williamson

Elspeth Wright

Xiao Xiao

The Fellows Award recipients for outstanding academic 
achievement for 2020 are:

The Fellows Medals, presented to the 
students who obtained the highest 
average score among their peers, were 
awarded to undergraduate Science 
student, Anna Bartos and to postgraduate 
Criminology student, Adam Taylor (who 
unfortunately was an apology for the 
evening).

The College also acknowledged 39  
other students (listed right) who received 
an average score of 80 or more during 
the year 2020.

“I am extremely proud of what you 
have achieved as we know 2020 was 
a very challenging year for all of us. 
You have had to switch to online 
studies and adapt to the new ‘normal’ 
during an academic semester, but 
you have demonstrated that in spite 
of what was happening around you, 
you were still able to focus on your 
studies and do really well,” said  
Dr McDonald.

For more information on College 
events and activities, please 
contact the Advancement  
Office at University College on 
+61 3 9349 9113 or community@
unicol.unimelb.edu.au

Front row: Dr Ros Terry and Dr Alison Harcourt AO. Back row: Andre Louhanapessy,  
Dr Jennifer McDonald, Anna Bartos, Jane Peck and Liz Agostino

Anna Bartos receiving her Fellows medal from Dr Alison Harcourt AO
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WELLBEING

We’ve had a great semester at UC 
in terms of promoting and raising 
awareness about the importance of 
wellbeing in the College community. 
There were many activities to help focus 
and prioritise students’ mental health. 
Despite the success of the semester, 
it was really sad for us to say goodbye 
to our previous Student Wellbeing 
Coordinator, Alex Ehrenberg. Having 
been an integral part of our student 
support network for the past two years, 
she will be incredibly missed. We wish 
her the best with her studies, and 
cannot say thank you enough to her  
for the amazing work she’s done! 

As part of my role as Wellbeing 
Representative, I’ve been working hard 
to make sure that wellbeing is prioritised 
by each and every student, making 
myself and other support systems 
available as much as possible. This has 
been enhanced by events throughout 
the semester like International Day 
of Happiness and Wellbeing Week. 
We celebrated International Day of 

Happiness by bringing in the beloved 
coffee cart on March 20th, as well as 
some lovely cupcakes which brought 
an extra ray of sunshine to what already 
was a great day after watching the 
women’s cricket team win their semi-
finals. Small gestures like this created a 
warm buzz around College, especially 
beneficial at the start of the year. 

We also had an action-packed 
Wellbeing Week – from important 
lessons on mental health taught by 
Mick from Alcohol and Drug Education 
Specialists, to having masseuses in for 
a Friday afternoon, to staff members 
bringing their dogs to work. 

As for Semester 2, we have big plans, 
including continuing the Wellbeing 
Podcast and a Wellbeing High Table  
that will bring everyone together in  
the week of R U OK? Day to talk about 
the importance of mental health. This 
will also be accompanied by welcoming 
our new Student Wellbeing Coordinator, 
Katie, which will be an amazing relief 
for students and a good opportunity 
to ensure that everyone is getting the 
support required. 

Harry Macleod 
Wellbeing Representative

Tell us a little about your previous 
role

Since moving to Australia from the  
US a bit over two years ago, I have 
been working as a Team Leader 
for a group of Specialist Trauma 
Counsellors at 1800RESPECT, and 
additionally as a social worker/
counsellor at the Royal Women’s 
Hospital. Prior to my relocation, the 
majority of my work was in providing 
counselling to high school students.

What are you looking forward  
to most in your new role?

I’m so excited to get to work with  
the students. I really valued my time 
at uni and living on a college campus,  

and I’m passionate about counselling 
and higher education. This role 
encompasses all of those things,  
and I’m looking forward to learning 
more about the students and culture 
at UC. 

What do you like to do when you 
aren’t working?

I love to explore new places and 
travel, and since I am still relatively 
new to Australia I still have many 
places to go! With all of the 
restrictions related to COVID and  
not being able to travel internationally 
and at times even domestically, I  
have really come to appreciate taking  
road trips around Victoria and getting 

to explore this  
great state. I 
am also very 
passionate  
about food,  
and am always 
trying to learn 
new skills! I’m 
currently taking  
a 30 day intensive 
baking course online with Christina 
Tosi from Milk Bar in NYC, and it has 
been amazing.  

What’s a fun fact about you many 
people may not know?

When I was at university, I was on the 
competitive figure skating team!

Prioritising  
mental 
health  
at UC

Welcome to our new Student Wellbeing Coordinator, Katie Saya

Max Williamson and Gina Corridore with Bumper the dog
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WELLBEING

Abseiling with Jay and Sam

When the Leadership Camp for our 
O-Week Leaders was cancelled due 
to a snap lockdown, we turned to our 
Youth Workers for ideas. We needed 
an onsite activity that would help teach 
leadership skills, enforce team bonds 
and that would ultimately be a bit of 
fun for all involved. 

Bouldering with Bryan

Five adventurous students joined 
Bryan for an afternoon on the Burnley 
Bouldering Wall in late April. 

Surf’s up with Sam

Sam had quite an impressive turn out 
for his surf trip to the Great Ocean 
Road! Students were taught the basics 
of surfing before they took to the  
water to catch some waves.

I grew up in Warrandyte, just outside of Melbourne and 
have lived overseas for many years, mostly in the UK. 

Life before becoming a Youth Worker at UC was very 
busy! Mainly I’ve been an Outdoor Education/Science 
teacher. I’ve also spent many years taking teenagers 
on student-led, adventure expeditions in developing 
countries, (a common thread in our Youth Worker team). 
Other jobs I’ve held in the past are that of Park Ranger, 
festival organiser and gardener. 

My favourite thing about working 
with UC students is getting to learn about their diverse 
backgrounds, hearing their stance on a vast range 
of topics and seeing so much potential for good. It’s 
heartening to be working with youth who are on fabulous 
journeys and embracing this period in their lives. 

One of the most surprising things about working here is 
seeing all the fun the kids have, I wish I’d had a year or 
two here!!!

Introducing another friendly face at UC:  
Georgina (aka George) Shugg
George is part of our experienced team of Youth Workers providing guidance and 
support for our students overnight.

We are fortunate to have a team of 
youth workers who are experienced 
in organising and leading outdoor 
activities for young adults. UC 
students were invited to take part 
in a number of (offsite and onsite) 
outdoor activities this semester.

Keeping active  with our Youth Workers
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COMMUNITY

Introducing our new Fundraising and 
Alumni Relations Advisor: Stephanie Rogan

Tell us a little about your previous 
role

For the last 10 years I worked 
with the Australian National 
Academy of Music (ANAM), 
Australia’s performance-based 
training centre of excellence for 
emerging classical musicians. I 
worked in the fundraising and event 
management space for the last 
eight years, working with donors at 
all giving levels. I was also working 
with ANAM’s alumni, building 
our networks and keeping them 
connected with ANAM.

What are you looking forward  
to most in your new role?

I am thrilled to be joining the team 
at University College, and looking 
forward to getting fully immersed  
in all that the College community  
has to offer. I am very excited to  
get to know UC’s supporters, be 
they donors, members or alumni, 
and work together to do the best we 

can to make the College even better 
than it already is. In the immediate 
future, this means building UC’s 
already strong scholarship program, 
and getting to know UC’s alumni.

What do you like to do when  
you aren’t working?

My background is in the arts, so 
when I’m not working I do like to 
get to the theatre or a concert. I 
also enjoy catching up with friends 
over brunch – with or without a 
mimosa or two! And I’m a big fan 
of podcasts, and I love getting my 
earbuds in and listening to someone 
much smarter than me talk about 
politics or pop-culture whilst I’m  
out and about for a walk.

What’s a fun fact about you many 
people may not know?

Back in my university days, I took 
part in a truly terrible modern 
Australian musical adaptation of A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, which 

involved (amongst other things) our 
Puck doing all sorts of crazy things, 
including performing one song and 
dance number on stilts. As one of 
the shortest members of the cast, I 
was tapped to “dance” with my much 
more talented co-star and help make 
sure he stayed upright on the stilts. 
The culmination of the routine was 
me two-stepping underneath the 
stilts, and ending with a great hurrah 
on the other side. 

Congratulations to Mr Lino 
Bresciani OAM for being awarded 
the Medal of the Order of Australia 
for his significant service to the 
performing arts, and to young 
singers and musicians. Lino and 
his wife Di are both long-time 
supporters of University College, 
contributing generously to 
scholarships, Art and Design Week  
and encouraging students to do 
what they love.

We would also like to congratulate 
another generous supporter of our 
scholarship program, Ms Ann Miller 
AM (UWC 1960), for being appointed 
a Member of the Order of Australia 
for her significant service to the 
community through charitable 
initiatives. Dr Jennifer McDonald, Lino Bresciani OAM and Angus Scarrabelotti

Congratulations
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Eveline Syme (1888-1961)

Her public career as an artist is well 
documented outside the College, but 
in College records there are significant 
references to her artistic life. In 1939 
Eveline Syme was appointed a member 
of a Curators’ Committee set up by 
the College Council to deal with gifts 
to the College of works of art. This 
suggests that her knowledge of art 
was known about and respected by 
Council members. An article in a College 
Newsletter (No.18 of October 1995) gives 
us some idea of her status in the artistic 
world. The article includes an extract 
from The Sun newspaper of 5 May 1936. 

‘20 Prints by Miss Syme. It is always a 
pleasure to see Miss Evelyn [sic] Syme’s 
prints, and the present exhibition at The 
Arts and Crafts Gallery is no exception. 
… 20 prints are shown, 14 being lino cuts 
in color, the remaining six being wood 
engravings. … The entire proceeds of 
the exhibition will be given to the fund 
for establishing a residential college for 
Melbourne University women students.’

From various published biographical 
notes, particularly entries in the 
Australian Dictionary of Biography, 
Volume 16, (MUP), 2002, we learn 
that Eveline Syme and another artist 
also interested in linocut printmaking, 
Ethel Spowers, were close friends. A 
‘Miss Spowers’ is included in the lists of 
attendees at some of the early meetings 
of the UWC Provisional Committee and 
she is also listed as an attendee at some 
of the Annual General Meetings of the 
College. Her inclusion in the Council’s 
Curators’ Committee in 1939 may reflect 
her close interest in the College, as well 
as her association with Eveline Syme. 
Her bequest to the College of £50 also 
reflects her interest.

Another Melbourne artist with strong 
links to University Women’s College 
was Edith Alsop. A picture drawn in red 
crayon (conté) has been on display in 
the Women in Leadership Gallery of the 
College. It is titled ‘Portrait of Eveline 

Syme’ by Edith Alsop, drawn in 1932. It 
was loaned to the Ian Potter Museum 
of Art in 2005 for their exhibition A 
Study in rhythm and design: Edith 
Alsop (1871 – 1958). Lisa Sullivan, 
the curator of this exhibition, gave a 
talk to University College alumni in 
October 2005 in which she outlined the 
friendship between Eveline Syme and 
Edith Alsop and the similarities between 
much of their respective linocut and 
wood engraving styles. Both women 
studied these and other techniques 
separately in Europe and London but 
also travelled and painted together in 
Tuscany in Italy. The College owns four 
of Eveline Syme’s paintings from that 
period. [They are displayed in the lounge 
in the Leitch Academic Centre.] Both 
women exhibited regularly in Melbourne. 
The text of Lisa Sullivan’s talk is in the 
College archives.

The artistic and personal friendship 
between Eveline Syme and Ethel 
Spowers continues to attract attention. 
The National Gallery of Australia will 
open a touring exhibition, Spowers and 
Syme, on 14 August 2021 in Canberra 
and show it in New South Wales, 

Queensland and Victoria. The NGA’s 
promotion of the tour describes it thus –

‘Celebrating the artistic friendship of 
Melbourne artists Ethel Spowers and 
Eveline Syme, the National Gallery 
Touring Exhibition Spowers & Syme will 
present the changing face of interwar 
Australia through the perspective of  
two pioneering modern women artists.’

If you now decide to look in College at 
the works described above you might be 
disappointed. The Alsop conté portrait 
and Syme’s ‘Tuscan Landscape’ (shown 
on this page) are missing. They have 
been loaned to the NGA and will be part 
of the touring exhibition, but you will be 
able to see them in context when the 
exhibition comes to the Heide Gallery  
in Melbourne on 18 June 2022. 

So we can still enjoy the work of this 
inspiring founder – and artist – as it  
lives on beyond the archives.

College founder and artist whose work lives on

Eveline Syme’s outstanding contribution to the development of 
University Women’s College as founder, Councillor, President, 
benefactor and friend of the College is well recorded in the College 
archives, but she also enjoyed a distinguished public career as an artist 
and pioneering printmaker. Can our archives tell us anything about 
her prominent life outside the College and whether it intersected with 
her College activities?
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UC ALUMNI ABROAD

As soon as I graduated from RMIT in 
2008 I moved to New York. It was the 
middle of the Global Financial Crisis and 
I had a great job at the Commonwealth 
Bank in Melbourne, while the US was 
in a deep recession and I had little 
savings and no work prospects – my 
family and friends thought I was crazy! 
New York is such a dynamic place and 
it didn’t take long for me to find my 
feet. I spent a few years working at 
two online education companies, then 
returned to Melbourne in 2011 where 
I started working at Australian market 
research firm IBISWorld (I actually 
heard about the job through a friend 
from UC who worked at IBISWorld at 
the time!). IBISWorld was in the middle 
of a big global expansion and had an 
opportunity in the US, so I returned to 
New York just 12 months after packing 
up my apartment!

Over the past nine years at IBISWorld 
I’ve held almost every role imaginable, 
starting as an analyst and then holding 
management roles across sales, 
operations, and now marketing,  
strategy and product development. 

All up I’ve been in the United States for 
over 10 years, moving from New York to 
Los Angeles in 2017 to IBISWorld’s West 
Coast office. I love to get back home 
to Ararat in rural Victoria as often as 
possible, which hasn’t been easy since 
the pandemic shut down travel.

Overall, I’m happy to have found a 
company (IBISWorld) that is a good size 
and fit for my own personality and work 
style, where I’ve been able to contribute 
across many different roles that have 
each offered unique challenges. 
IBISWorld has the stability of a medium-
sized company (about 400 employees 

globally), but is small enough where I 
can feel the direct impact of my own 
actions on the bottom line of the 
business.

That’s one bit of advice I’d give to new 
graduates: think about the type and 
size of organisation you want to grow 
your career. When I was at university 
I thought I preferred the prestige of 
working at a big “known” company, 
but have come to realize I much 
prefer contributing to a more scrappy/
nimble organisation where my own 
contribution is felt directly.

What do you remember from your 
time at UC?

I’ll never forget O-Week 2005. Like 
many students at UC, I’m from 
rural Victoria and found moving to 
Melbourne – where I knew next-to- 

UC Alumni Abroad
Andy Brennan (UC 2005)
Los Angeles, USA

I’m currently living in Los Angeles, California with my wife Anne-Charlotte and son Jack and working as head of 
Marketing at IBISWorld, a global market research company. I’ve been based in LA for about four years, having spent 
the previous eight years in New York.  
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no-one – for university, daunting. Being 
immediately thrown into a huge group 
of like-minded young people with 
competitions, events and festivities was 
a great bonding experience that set the 
foundation for friendships that I have  
to this day. 

As a keen sportsman, I loved all the 
intercollegiate sporting events and tried 
to represent UC in everything I could. 
We won the intercollegiate cricket 
final in 2005, which was a huge deal 
at the time and was enthusiastically 
celebrated!

I’m still in regular contact with 5-10 
UCers and catch-up with a broader 
circle at weddings, events, and through 
travel. I had a “UC table” at my wedding 
in Newport, Rhode Island in 2018 – it 
was amazing to have a group of college 
friends travel from different parts of  
the world to attend.

Over the past 10-15 years I’ve been 
lucky to host countless UC alumni in 
New York and LA, and catch up in  
places like London, Texas, Mexico, and 
Canada. It’s always fun to reminisce 
about college days and hear about 
someone’s path since college.

Above all else, my experience at UC 
and my first years at university gave 
me a desire to understand people and 
the world around me. I came from a 
great rural Victorian town, but it was 
very homogeneous and I just wasn’t 
exposed to many people from diverse 
backgrounds. At UC I lived in close 
quarters with students from all around 
Australia and the world that I definitely 
wouldn’t have been exposed to without 
the college experience. As I met people 
from different backgrounds I started 
reading and learning more about other 
cultures, global politics, and history – 
this gave me an intense desire to travel, 
which led me to the US.

Tell us something interesting that 
people might like to know about 
you?

When I first moved to New York I started 
playing Aussie Rules football for the 
New York Magpies, which is part of  
the USAFL. The USAFL consists of  
30+ clubs from all around the US,  
with a mix of roughly 30% Australian 
and 70% American players.

I was lucky enough to captain the 
Magpies to the club’s first ever USAFL 
Championship in 2010. The 2010 USAFL 
finals tournament was held in Louisville, 
Kentucky, bringing together over 1,000 
Aussie Rules players from all around the 
US. It felt quite bizarre to raise a large 
premiership cup in such a foreign place.

I’ll never forget O-Week 2005. Being immediately thrown 
into a huge group of like-minded young people with 
competitions, events and festivities was a great bonding 
experience that set the foundation for friendships that  
I have to this day.”

UC ALUMNI ABROAD
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Ocean Grove Original Composition 
Will Hatty (Vocals and Piano)

Ride with it All Original Composition 
Grace Curnow (Vocals and Piano)

Lost Without You by Freya Ridings 
Taila White (Vocals), Brendan Lu (Piano)

Goodbye Pork Pie Hat by Charles 
Mingus 
Lewis Ironside (Alto Saxophone), 
Morgan May (Piano)

Summertime by Ella Fitzgerald 
Sarah Parker (Vocals)

Another Love by Tom Odell 
Greta Feldmann (Vocals), Will Zhang 
(Piano)

Scherzo No. 3 in C# Minor by Chopin 
Will Zhang (Piano)

O Del Mio Dolce Ardor by Gluck 
Tom Clarkson (Vocals), Will Zhang 
(Piano)

Sonata (Movement 1) by Phil Woods 
Morgan May (Alto Saxophone)

Clair De Lune by Debussy 
Jaydon Chai (Piano)

River by Leon Bridges 
Rachael Mooney (Vocals), Tom 
Cochrane (Guitar) 

You and Your Tower Original 
Composition 
Kaytlyn Johnson (Vocals), Morgan May 
(Piano)

Dreams by Fleetwood Mac 
Marnie Goulston (Vocals), Tom Clarkson 
(Vocals)

Another One Bites the Dust by Queen 
Will Hatty (Vocals), Rebi Houlihan (Bass), 
Morgan May (Keys), Samantha Gao 
(Drums)

Roll Up Your Sleeves by Meg Mac 
Taila White (Vocals), Will Hatty (Piano), 
Morgan May

SOIREE

Soiree showcases UC talent
In Semester 1 the Dining Hall played host to Soiree for the very first time. The amazing line up of musicians 
wowed the audience from start to finish. A massive thank you to our Music Representative, Morgan May, for her 
phenomenal organisation of this event. We would also like to thank Liberty Lane Fry for emceeing, Yuri Kuroda  
for camera work, staging and sound and the many talented performers listed below in the program. 

Will Hatty

Grace Curnow
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COUNCIL MEMBER PROFILE

Why do you think you were chosen 
to join Council? What do you bring 
to the College Council?

In my day job, I’m an executive general 
manager leading environmental 
consultants, urban designers, landscape 
architects, urban planners and land 
surveyors.

To Council, I bring a business lens to 
decision-making. I’m also a former 
UC resident, and so I bring a former 
student’s perspective as well.

What do you like most about 
University College and our 
community?

I love the UC culture – striving to be  
our best, and having fun doing it.

What was your first job?

Three weeks after my last uni exam, 
I jumped on a plane and moved to 
London. My first job was an Executive 
Assistant role at Lloyd’s of London. The 
experience of seeing the trading floor 
each day was eye opening. Amazingly, 
Prince William came for a day of work 
experience! 

Who has influenced your career 
most and why?

My boss. I first met her when I was 
about 26. From day dot she acted as 
a sponsor, giving me stretch projects, 
feedback and sowing seeds about roles 
I could take on in the future. Three  
years ago, an opportunity came up  
and we are now working together for 
the second time.

What is the best piece of advice that 
you have ever been given (personal 
or professional)?

I grew up in a time when it was less 
usual for women to do STEM-based 
courses. Later in life I’m now doing 
a Masters in Transport (School of 
Engineering) at Monash. The best  
advice I’ve been given is from my  
mum – roll up your sleeves and you  
can do anything. 

Where is your favourite holiday 
destination?

We took our kids to Mallacoota last 
January. The town has begun its 
recovery from the bushfires. It’s a  
lovely spot for boating, swimming,  
bird watching and generally relaxing!

Name one person you’d like to  
have dinner with and why?

It’s a toss up between Julie Bishop  
and Julia Gillard! Both women have 
broken glass ceilings, and have 
compelling career and life stories.

ANNA CRAMERI

COUNCIL MEMBER 
PROFILE:

I love the UC culture – 
striving to be our  
best, and having  
fun doing it.”



COUNCIL & STAFF

MEMBERS OF THE  
COLLEGE COUNCIL
Office Bearers
President: K. Jane Peck, BA 
Melb. GAICD

Deputy President: Ms Kathryn 
Bellion, BA LLB Monash MBus 
VU MCom RMIT

Treasurer: Ms Mary Beth Bauer, 
BA Calif. FAICD, CA (ACA), CPA 
(USA)

Secretary to Council:  
Dr J McDonald, BA(Hons) 
DipEd MEd(Stud Well) PhD 
Melb. MACE

Members
Mr Jamie Black, BCom(Hons) 
MAppFin Melb. 

Ms Anna Crameri, BA  
GDipMan Melb. 

Professor Anne Lillis, BCom 
MCom PhD Melb.

Ms Rebecca Lobb, BComm  
JD Melb. 

Ms Monique MacRitchie,  
BA MA MIB Melb.

Mr John Mathieson, BCom 
Melb. MAICD

Mr Matthew O’Keefe, BCom 
Melb. 

Ms Karyn Sobels, BA S.Aust., 
MComLaw Deakin. FAICD

Mr Richard Sweetnam, 
B.Comm Melb. CA

Dr Zita Unger, PhD Sociology 
Melb., BEdST UQ, BA Melb. 
GAICD FAES

Elected by the students  
of the College
Toby Champion and  
Taila White

STUDENT CLUB 
EXECUTIVE
President 
Rachael McDonald 

Vice President 
Angus North

Treasurer 
Patrick Bolton

Secretary 
Taila White

ICAC Representative 
Juliette Sherrard 

International 
Representative 
Nicole Penrose

Social Representatives 
Claudia Lee and  
Oliver Sinclair 

Female Sports 
Representative 
Pip Kennett  

Male Sports Representative 
Tom McKendrick

First Year Representatives
Tom Clarkson and  
Alex Perkins

COLLEGE STAFF
Head of College
Dr J McDonald, BA(Hons) 
DipEd MEd(Stud Well) PhD 
Melb. MACE

Dean of Students
Mrs Liz Agostino, BA(Hons) 
PostGrad Dip (Psych) Melb.

Dean of Studies 
Mr Andre Louhanapessy, 
BEng Trisakti MDevSt Melb.

Commercial Manager 
Mrs Kelly Reed, BA Acc 
Swinburne, DipEd Monash

Finance Manager
Ms Kelly Fung, BCom  
La Trobe CPA

Accounts Officers
Ms Pui Shan Kwok, BCom  
La Trobe CPA

Ms Gina Cahayagan

Marketing and 
Advancement Manager 
Ms Rachel Unicomb, BCmn 
Newcastle  

Marketing and 
Communications Advisor 
Ms Quyen Do, BBus W.Syd  

Fundraising and Alumni 
Relations Advisor 
Ms. Stephanie Rogan, BA 
Monash, GCBus Deakin 

Registrar 
Ms Zoey Maiden, DipBus, 
DipMan, CertIVBusAdmin

Wellbeing Coordinator
Ms Katie Saya, BA Dela., 
MSocWk WU

House, Events and 
Conference Manager
Mr Tim McBain, BCom 
Griffith 

Guest Services Agents
Ms Holly Giulieri

IT Support 
Mr Stuart McMinn 

Librarian
Ms Mary Coghlan, 
BSocSc (Librarianship) 
RMIT GradDipMgt RMIT 
GradDipeLearning C.Qld.

Archivist
Mr Ian Forster, BHA NSW MA  
(Archives & Records) Monash

Facilities Manager
Position currently vacant

Maintenance Officer
Mr Kevin Thaus  

Gardener
Mr Ian Robertson, Assoc  
Dip Hort Melb. Burnley

Executive Chef
Mr Philip Garrod

Head Chef
Mr Edward Reyes

Sous Chef
Ms Hazel Krauss

Chef de Partie
Mr Toby Stott

Demi Chef
Ms Sarah Bangui

Trade Cook
Mr Komal Jhowry

Apprentice Chef 
Ms Jahvaan Quilter

Kitchen Hands
Mr Carlos Cruz 

Ms Lucy Saliba

Mr Kevin Williams

Dining Hall Supervisor
Mr Greg Coutts

RESIDENT TUTORS
Mr Alexander Arvanitis
Mr James Brown
Ms Lucinda Harrison
Ms Rebecca Houlihan
Ms Caitlin Kendal
Ms Mariam Shahid
Ms Sheikh Zarin Tasnim
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STUDENT CLUB EXECUTIVE2021

STUDENT CLUB EXECUTIVE

I am so grateful to be the President 
of UCs best ever cohort, and to be 
supported by an amazing executive 
team. I hope we give everyone the 
great year they deserve!

After an interesting 2020, I cannot 
wait for what 2021 has to offer. I’m 
so excited to be a part of everything 
UC this year, and make up for some 
lost time!

I am so excited to support the exec 
team in planning events and initiatives 
to make up for lost time last year!

I’m super stoked to be working with 
such an amazing group of people 
this year. Can’t wait to see what 2021 
has in store for us!

I am very grateful to have the 
opportunity to lead UC in sports 
through my position as female sports 
representative alongside Tom. I am 
excited for the year ahead and am 
keen to get everyone involved after 
playing limited sport last year!

I am very excited to be sports rep this 
year with Pip and am looking forward to 
continuing on the success of UC sports. 
It’ll be an amazing year and hopefully 
with a few wins along the way!

President
Rachael McDonald

Bachelor of Arts 
University of Melbourne 

Vice President
Angus North

Bachelor of Science 
University of Melbourne 

Secretary
Taila White

Bachelor of Science 
University of Melbourne 

Treasurer
Pat Bolton

Bachelor of Business 
RMIT 

Female Sports Representative 
Pip Kennett

Bachelor of Design 
University of Melbourne 

Male Sports Representative 
Tom McKendrick

Bachelor of Paramedicine 
VU 

We feel very lucky to be apart of an 
amazing group of people! Despite the 
challenges 2021 might hold, we’re sure 
we will find a way to make it a great 
year!

Social Representatives 
Claudia Lee

Bachelor of Nursing 
ACU 

Oliver Sinclair

Associate Degree in Fashion 
Design & Technology 
RMIT

ICAC Representative
Juliette Sherrard

Bachelor of Design 
University of Melbourne

My main concern this year is making 
sure that if someone has any 
issue, whether it be racial, cultural, 
wellbeing-based or otherwise, that 
they know they’re in a 100% safe place 
to bring it up and report it, and that 
they feel confident their issue will be 
taken seriously.

International Representative
Nicole Penrose

Bachelor of Science 
University of Melbourne

I am so excited to be working with our 
lovely exec team this year! We have 
such a diverse group of UC students 
and I hope we can do them all proud.

Equity Representative
Allison Meyer

Bachelor of Arts 
University of Melbourne



Live in a community that feels like home and supports you as you study.

The best way to make your decision about where you would be most comfortable living is to 
experience UC for yourself:

- Take a tour with students and hear first-hand why they love UC.

- Find out how UC can help your transition to university and support you during your degree.

Join us from the comfort of your own home – there will be two virtual tours with our students on  
Virtual Open Day. Register now on our website!

VIRTUAL 
OPEN 
DAY

Sunday 29 August  
2021

Take a  
virtual tour of 
UC with our 

students


