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HEAD’S REPORT

In his dinner address, Professor Maskell 
said that, like so many of our students, 
he was first in family to attend university. 
He remarked how much the experience 
had opened his mind by learning from 
people very different from himself, 
and urged our students to embrace 
this opportunity while living here in 
College. As he plans for the future of 
the University, Professor Maskell said he 
is thinking about many possibilities, but 
a great university is first and foremost 
about students. They should be front 
and centre in everything we do. This 
approach aligns closely with our own 
philosophy here at UC. We welcome  
the opportunity to work closely with  
the University in maintaining the 
strength of our diverse scholarly 
community and playing a key role  
in building on the success of the 
University in the years to come. 

This year has also seen much 
excitement as our students moved 
into our new ensuite rooms at the 
start of Semester 1. Our growth into a 
larger college has brought with it many 
benefits, not the least of which for our 
students was winning the intercollegiate 
cricket cup for the first time since its 
inception 98 years ago! We are acutely 
aware, however, of the importance 
of maintaining our ability to meet 
our students’ needs in the same very 
personal and inclusive way as always. 
To that end, we have increased our 
wellbeing resources by adding the new 
role of Student Wellbeing Coordinator. 
Alexandra Ehrenberg commenced in 
this role in January. For the first time  
we have a dedicated wellbeing space 

where students can drop in and meet 
with Alex to receive mental health and 
wellbeing support. Alex is assisting 
Liz Agostino, our Dean of Students 
in leading a range of initiatives in 
collaboration with the student  
wellbeing committee. 

The success of these initiatives is 
reflected in positive student feedback 
from the Semester 1 Deans’ interviews 
survey. The survey covered various 
aspects of the UC experience and 
community, academic transition, 
student services and safety.  

Wellbeing support takes many forms,  
of course, and every encounter with our 
students matters. I thank our dedicated 

staff team for their understanding of 
and commitment to our students. The 
physical spaces in which our students 
live are also so important. In every 
respect, we strive to ensure our college 
is maintained to a consistently high 
standard and is very much their home. 
We are particularly proud, therefore, of 
our wonderful new facilities which have 
now been completed. I look forward 
to seeing many of you at the Official 
Opening of the UC Redevelopment 
Project by the Chancellor of the 
University, Mr Allen Myers, AC QC  
in Semester 2 on 7 August. 

Dr Jennifer McDonald
Head of College

A particular highlight of Semester 1 was the Vice Chancellor of The 
University of Melbourne, Professor Duncan Maskell and his wife Dr Sarah 
Maskell joining our college community at High Table. During lively 
conversations over dinner with our students, alumni and guests, they 
shared their own experiences of college life at Cambridge and at Oxford. 
They were also interested to learn more about our College, especially its 
proud history as a Women’s College.  

FROM THE HEAD
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STUDENT CLUB

Having said that, it would be impertinent 
not to try. 

Over its many years, University College 
has consistently been known for its 
welcoming and relaxed atmosphere. 
Dedicated to maintaining this, our 
42 strong team of O-Week leaders 
worked tirelessly over the summer to 
design a program that entrenched all 
the values we practise at UC. Namely 
inclusion, tolerance, approachability 
and respect. I am pleased to report 
it was an extremely successful week, 
credited entirely to the hard work of the 
leaders and UC’s amazing staff. Their 
love for this college and dedication to 
the people inside it are what made my 
job as coordinator so easy. 

UC’s other trademark has always been 
its unwavering community spirit. On the 
sporting field, out in the veggie patch, 
on the stage, partaking in a Red Cross 
blood drive – it is safe to say that this 
year so far has been no exception. To 

name a few other initiatives, we have 
had strong numbers at regular Pleasant 
Friday Afternoons, the intercollegiate 
Queer picnic, yoga sessions and the  
Big Ideas discussion group.

In sport, we have been spotted playing 
softball, cricket, soccer, hockey and 
touch football. Undoubtedly, our 
most notable victory began with 
the promotion of the men’s cricket 
team into the first division. The boys 
eventually met Trinity College in the 
grand final and secured a stunning 
victory, claiming the flag and indeed 
making sporting history. There are 
similarly high hopes for the women’s 
netball and hockey teams, playing later 
in the winter months. 

Finally, it is with great affection that I 
reflect on what is arguably our college’s 
most remarkable trait. That is, our 
dedication to identifying and celebrating 
the myriad of talents found within the 
community. We enjoy an abundance of 

opportunities to either try new things 
or develop pre-existing skill sets. The 
amazing representative and executive 
teams are wholeheartedly committed 
to ensuring all students find value in 
their time here. They have done an 
exceptional job so far and for that I am 
eternally grateful. I look forward to the 
rest of the year and have no doubt  
it will be an even greater success.

Erica Roche 
Student Club President 
2nd Year Arts student 
University of Melbourne

Welcome  
to College

Looking back on the past few months at University College and attempting 
to condense them into a few hundred words is a somewhat daunting task. 
As with any significant chapter in one’s life, it is almost impossible to 
elucidate. No assembly of words or photographs could do justice to this 
place we call home. 

Erica Roche and Finn Griffin

Oliver Humphris
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Welcome 
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A big thank you to the students, parents and staff who 
helped our newest students move in on Welcome Sunday – 
and to our first year students, welcome to UC!

Catherine Tiffin and Susannah Wells

Catherine TiffinJessica Malouf 
and parents

Tully Scanlon
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WELCOME SUNDAY
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Clockwise Sophia Sze, Vivien Teh, Tim Szallasi, Anthony 
Anzora, River Huntington, Sharaan Karunaratne, Pinky Lam, 
Sharon Wong and Ali Hourani

Zac Lagos, Ishira Dayananda,  
Jake Vernon-Elliott, Aftyn Whitfield, 
Meg Tennant and Catherine Tiffin

John Chen, Sharon Wong and William Hu Tzur Rochvarger and Zak Kapakoulakis Aneesha Madugalle and Rachel 
Unicomb

Lauren Powell

Natalie Campbell 

Andre Louhanapessy, Liz Agostino, Dr Jennifer McDonald 
and resident tutors

Second year students



6  UC Frappe Fort June 2019

COMMENCEMENT DINNER
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Commencement Dinner proved 
once more to be a wonderful 
occasion for all of our students  
and resident tutors to come 
together and formally celebrate  
the beginning of the year. 

It is always an evening filled with 
excitement and enthusiasm for the year 
ahead, but this time there was a little 
more to celebrate. For the first time in 
two years, we had all students residing 
on one campus; and for the first time  
in history, UC was home to nearly  
300 students. 

After a picture-perfect day, the weather 
turned just before the pre-dinner 
reception in the Giblin Courtyard 
but this failed to dampen any of the 
excitement. The guests looked fabulous, 
as did the Dining Hall, and the service 
provided by the chefs and dining room 
staff exceeded expectations. The 
theme of the evening was ‘birthday’ in 
recognition of the first year of the ‘new 
UC’, and attendees were provided with 
mixed lolly bags and birthday cake to 
help celebrate.  

Throughout the evening, the guests 
were entertained by a scrolling 

slideshow across the four Dining Hall 
screens filled with photos from last 
year’s Valedictory Dinner and this year’s 
Welcome Sunday event. Following the 
main meal, Music Representative, James 
Cowling, introduced several musical 
pieces that were performed by William 
Hu, study abroad student, Anthony 
Anzora, Mollie Farrell and James 
Cowling. William dazzled the audience 
with his incredible performance on the 
piano, gaining a well-deserved standing 
ovation. 

Liz Agostino
Dean of Students

Celebrating Commencement 

COMMENCEMENT DINNER

Nikki Travers and Ally Millen

William Hu
Charlie Blakely, Alex Blaine, Maya Mitchell,  
Aneliese Forday and Huw Williams

Hamilton Gray and 
Hamish Forge
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NEW ROOMS

Moving into our new  
ensuite and loft rooms



There was much excitement at 
the start of Semester 2 as students 
moved into our new ensuite and 
loft rooms.  

Guided by the vision and creativity of 
Lovell Chen architects, much time and 
thought went into ensuring these lovely 
new college rooms would provide 
comfortable and inviting living spaces  
to meet our student’s every need. 

Most importantly, everyone enjoys 
the convenience of having their own 
ensuite bathroom (with rain showers) 
and basins in their rooms. They love 
the double beds and long study 
desks, which are perfect to spread 

out with laptops, books and notes. 
The comfortable room temperature 
(courtesy of Passivhaus ingenuity) and 
double glazed windows with block 
out blinds make for a quiet and restful 
retreat in which to study or relax and 
sleep.

While there are 180 of these modern 
ensuite rooms, each one is unique, 
offering a different shape, size and 
outlook. Many of the rooms have great 
views of Princes Park, the city and 
College gardens. The loft rooms on 
level four feature an extra space for 
students to make their own, either as a 
private retreat or for additional storage. 

As with our heritage wings, each 
corridor in our newly built wings has at 
least one utility room with kitchenette 
and laundry facilities for our students. 

Feedback has been very positive with 
one student noting she received ‘a 
couple of H1s, which are obviously 
products of my amazing study space 
and the lighting in my room.’ 

We are now focused on the finishing 
touches, such as landscaping, and soon 
there will be some amazing additional 
outside spaces for students to enjoy. We 
thank you all for your patience during 
this redevelopment, but hopefully you 
agree it has been well worth it! 

UC Frappe Fort June 2019  9
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

How lucky we are as a community to  
be able to offer these lovely new ensuite 
rooms to so many of our students. 
They come in many different sizes and 
configurations, so students are able  
to truly make the space their own.

In addition to the rooms, there are new 
conference facilities with a dedicated 
entrance, so our students will not be 
impacted by conference traffic and 
there are new spaces for study,  
tutorials and break out activities. 

A positive outcome for the students  
of University College today, and well 
into the future.

Other changes in the College have 
happened at Council level with a 
number of new members bringing their 
extensive talents to the table early this 
year. Dr Zita Unger will be heading up 
our Governance Committee, Richard 
Sweetnam and Jamie Black have joined 
the Finance Committee, Anna Crameri 
is bringing her experience to Audit and 
Risk and Governance and Rebecca Lobb 
has joined Council and Governance 
Committee.

Kathryn Bellion has taken up the role of 
Deputy President while Martine Botha 
will be moving on, having accepted an 
exciting career opportunity in Hong 
Kong.

A working group is looking at the 
College’s Risk Register in order to bring 
it up to date and we are privileged that 
we can access the expertise of alumni 
such as Patrick Farrell. 

As agreed at the AGM in May we  
have new auditors. Deloitte will be  
our auditors for our external audit  
and RSM have been appointed to 
undertake an internal audit.

Congratulations again to one of our  
most distinguished alumna, Dr Alison 
Harcourt AO (UWC 1947). Dr Harcourt 
was made an officer of the Order of 
Australia (AO) in a Queen’s birthday 
honours list marked by female 
trailblazers. 

Thanks to our ever patient and 
resourceful Head of College and 
her wonderful caring staff for their 
continued efficient running of the 
College.

K. Jane Peck
President of Council

FROM THE PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL

With the final touches of landscaping during the College midyear break, 
the University College (UC) Redevelopment is nearing completion. We look 
forward to the launch of the new look UC to be officially unveiled by the 
Chancellor of the University of Melbourne, Alan Myers AC QC next month. 
Hopefully you will all be there to join in the festivities on 7 August.

Martine Botha
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COLLEGE COUNCIL

AGM AND PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION

The President observed: “We are excited 
by the Passivhaus Standard to which 
the new rooms have been built which 
means less mechanical intervention for 
heating and cooling and huge savings 
in energy to minimise environmental 
impact. This innovative approach, 
now being adopted around the world, 
will stand us in good stead as the 
environment becomes an ever more 
important issue for the community in 
which we live.” The President thanked 
those involved in the construction  
and the financing of the project, 
particularly the National Australia  
Bank, who have been strong, supportive 
partners, ensuring that UC continues 
as a successful and thriving residential 
college.

As the College Scholarships Program 
continues to grow, the President 
highlighted an increase in the number 
of scholarships distributed in 2018, with 
55 scholarships awarded to 52 students, 

and reiterated the College’s intentions 
to expand this program. She noted  
that donors often receive letters from 
these students saying what a difference 
these scholarships have made to their 
time at University and thanked all 
donors saying, “I hope they know  
how appreciative the recipients are  
of these life changing gifts.”

Finally, the President commended the 
upbeat attitude of students, resident 
tutors and staff in the face of many 
challenges throughout the year which, 
she said, “is a credit to them and all 
those who endeavour to make life easier 
and more enjoyable for our students.” 

Following the tabling and acceptance 
of the 2018 Annual Report, the meeting 
adjourned and Members of the College 
and guests enjoyed conversation and 
refreshments during the President’s 
Reception. 

Members of College and guests at the AGM

Martin Chambers, Dr Barbara Murray, Dr Ros 
Terry and Dr Jennifer McDonald

This year we returned to our customary practice of holding the Annual General Meeting in May. The President 
of Council, K. Jane Peck, began her report with an update on the build project, noting that 2018 had been a very 
fruitful year with the renewal and continuation of construction works. As a result, 2019 saw the top two floors of  
the new Sweet and Roper wings occupied by students for the start of the academic year.
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COMMUNITY

High Table with the Vice-Chancellor  
Head of College, Dr Jennifer McDonald welcomed the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Melbourne, Professor 
Duncan Maskell and his wife Dr Sarah Maskell, the Deputy Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health 
Sciences, Professor Jane Gunn as well as students, alumni and guests to High Table on Monday 27 May, 2019. 

Students joined the Vice-Chancellor 
at High Table and discussed diversity, 
inclusion, reconciliation, their courses, 
careers and more.

Professor Maskell encouraged students 
to recognise the importance of diversity 
in all facets of life and to make the 
most of every opportunity, such as 
being at College and University while 
also recognising that it was currently 
Reconciliation Week.

“A great university is first and foremost 
about students. Yes, we are about 
curating knowledge through great 
teaching, and interrogating knowledge 

which is the genesis of research. And  
we also have a responsibility to push  
our research out into world to make  
a difference.

But these things don’t matter unless 
we put students front and centre in 
everything we do.

As I said before, our University should 
have access to the best and brightest 
students from Australia and around 
 the world.

I know this college was established  
as a women’s college at a time when 
there were far fewer women than  
men in the University’s student body.

Imagine how much we missed in brain 
power, thinking and discovery because 
there weren’t as many women at 
university as men.

We need students from all sorts 
of backgrounds. And tonight I 
want to say a big thank you to 
people with us who have worked 
to make the University accessible 
to students from all sorts of 
backgrounds through generous 
scholarship programs.

Professor Duncan Maskell
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COMMUNITY

I won’t name names, but this generosity 
is so important to opening the front 
door of the University to people who 
otherwise would not be able to study 
here. Without these scholarships, we 
would miss out on the brain power and 
contribution that these students bring.

Some of you might know that I was  
the first in my family to go to university. 
For me, a university education was 

transformative, and I am confident  
that it will also be for the students  
here tonight.

University remains one of the greatest 
opportunities for social mobility. I’m 
evidence for that as many of you are 
too. We should preserve and increase 
access to the university at all costs”  
said Professor Maskell.

Professor Duncan Maskell
Dr Jennifer McDonald and 
Professor Duncan Maskell

Aneliese Forday and Maya Mitchell

Andre Louhanapessy, Amelia Bevins, Professor Jane Gunn, Georgia Taylor, 
Dr Sarah Maskell, The Hon. Phil Honeywood and Dr Craig Rubenstein 

Reg Binding and Erica Roche
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SPORTS REPORT

Making history!

Cricket: Our first male sport of the 
year was an unforgettable one; cricket. 
For the first time in UC history, we 
were promoted to the first division to 
compete with the best. 

Our first game, against Queens resulted 
in an outstanding win. Under severe 
pressure after losing seven of our team 
members, we won our next two games. 

A big thank you to the guys who 
stepped up to keep the dream alive.  
We faced off with Trinity in the final.  

We were 5-40 and in a precarious 
position before Andrew Nicholas’ match 
saving 30 runs gave us a total of 110. 
In one of the most exciting finals, we 
bowled out Trinity to claim our maiden 
title—our first since the inception of the 
Intercollegiate Cricket Cup (98 years 
ago!). 

Thank you to coaches, Guy Gillespie, 
Ben Stiassney and Oliver Snow for their 
hard work and dedication.   

It has been an exhilarating semester for sports at UC. From the athletes,  
to the coaches to the supporters, we would like to thank everyone for their 
time and dedication.

Our first title in the history of the 
Intercollegiate Cricket Cup

Our champion cricketers



UC Frappe Fort June 2019  15

SPORTS REPORT

Softball: Softball was a fantastic start  
to an exciting semester in female 
sport and we want to thank everyone 
involved. Lead by coaches, Emma Neal, 
Emily Hoyle and Izzy Smith, we came  
up against St. Hilda’s and Ormond. 
Spirits were high entering the games  
but unfortunately we didn’t come  
away with a win. 

Table Tennis: Mixed table tennis was 
up next on the calendar. It was time 
to transfer the casual games in the 
JCR to the competitive table against 
Ormond and Trinity. With star player, 
Sophia Pan coming away undefeated, 
the competition was high and all players 
performed excellently. We would like  
to thank coaches Katie Inglebrecht  
and Nicola Rutkowski, as well as all  
the players involved. 

Soccer: Male and female soccer was 
a major sport in Semester 1. The many 
cold mornings did not stop the players 
and the supporters from showing the 
UC spirit. The girls fought hard against 
Ormond and Queens and the boys 
against St. Mary’s and International 
House. Coaches of the women’s team; 
Pip Scarlett, Eloise Cater and Ebony 
Moorman and coaches of the men’s 
team, Jack Wood, Oliver Adler and 
Albert Elton, led diligently and skilfully; 
we would like to thank them for that. 

Hockey: This year male hockey was 
in a difficult position having lost many 
of our key players. We fought valiantly 
in the first game against Janet Clarke 
Hall for a 1-0 win. This lead to a quarter 
final appearance against International 
House whereby Sam Wyrill lead from 
the front put on a clinic, helping put us 
through to a semi-final against Ormond. 
We battled and lost 3-0, to a very good 
hockey outfit. This meant a 3rd v 4th 
playoff whereby they gained some 
redemption from the cricket defeat by 
beating us in front of packed crowd. 

Athletics: This year UC placed fifth, 
very impressive considering the calibre 
of the competition. The day included 
a number of impressive individual 
performances, the women’s captain  
Bec Morling managed to secure wins  
in both the 100m and 200m heats, as 
well as placing first in women’s triple 
jump. Tim Wang and Tom McKay 
performed well for the men, with Tim 
finishing 3rd for the 200m A and 1st for 
the 100m B finals while Tom came 1st  
in the 200m B final. The highlight of  
the day was the men’s relay teams 
which both made the finals with the 
4x100m qualifying in the fastest time. 
We would like to thank Ishira Dayananda 
for organising the day superbly as well 
as competing at the same time. 

Rowing: Arguably the biggest sporting 
day on the College calendar, the 2019 
Rowing Regatta was a huge success! 
Waking in the early hours of the 
morning, a sea of blue and black made 
its way to the banks of the Yarra River 
to cheer on our rowers. The teams 
performed fantastically after training 
incredibly hard for the past weeks. The 
men’s team came third overall, which 
was an amazing feat and the women’s 
team proved themselves by coming 
third in the second division. We want  
to thank the coaches, Lily Cox, Tara 
McFayden, Bill Stam and Carl Doedens 
for their amazing effort. 

Bella Keogh and Dave Morgan
2nd Year Arts student and 2nd Year 
Commerce student

University of Melbourne

Teya Griff and Vivien Teh

Women’s rowing team
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ADVANCEMENT

SCHOLARS DINNER

On a Sunday morning 
two months ago, I was 
gliding downhill into a 
divinely golden sunrise 

over a harbour. I could hear the 
tyres on my bike making fresh 
tracks in a dusting of snow which 
had fallen overnight. Not a soul  
was in sight and I felt like the 
luckiest person in the world.  

This moment, I feel, encapsulates 
many of my sentiments regarding 
my exchange semester in Aarhus, 
Denmark. Aarhus is a student city of 
about 330,000 people, west and a 
little north of Copenhagen. Originally a 
Viking town, it sits on a harbour and is 
rich in history. Needless to say, the old 
town centre is quite picturesque with 
beautiful buildings, wattle and daub 
houses that lean to the side, colourful 
doors and worn cobblestoned laneways. 
Between the beaches, harbour and 
pockets of forest, there is always a  
view to be had. 

As a recipient of the 2018 Greta Hort-
Dannebrog Scholarship, I was able 
to experience a semester at Aarhus 
University; and experience it to the 
fullest. I tried my best to immerse  
myself in local culture and events,  
the student community, choirs, dance 
groups, and I travelled around Denmark 
and Europe more broadly. 

I had my first taste of ‘hygge’ in a Danish 
home when I went over to a friend’s 
place for a study group. The smell of 
fresh coffee drifted across a modest 
double apartment, tastefully furnished 
in an understated but inviting way. 
Cushions, candles and lamps were 
thoughtfully arranged to maximise 
the sense of cosiness. My friend, Ane, 

offered me some coffee and hygge 
socks, asking if I was warm enough  
with a hug. These study sessions were 
one of my favourite experiences in 
Denmark because of the friendships  
I formed through them. 

As an anthropology student, I am rarely 
prone to black and white answers, so 
it is no small thing when I say I really 
did fall in love with Aarhus; the city, 
the people, scenery and culture. And, 
of course, the pastries. I will be forever 
thankful for this scholarship because it 
led me to discover this vibrant, beautiful 
city which I would not otherwise have 
known existed. 

If any students here are considering 
going on exchange, please consider 
applying for the Greta Hort-Dannebrog 
Scholarship. If you are not considering 
exchange, just travel to Aarhus 
sometime. 

But if I’m thankful for the scholarship, 
through University College, that took 
me to Aarhus, I am surely even more 
thankful for the wonderful scholarship 
from Jill Williams which put me at 
UC in the first place. This scholarship, 
across my four semesters here, has 
transformed my undergraduate years. 
I love living in this diverse student 
community and I cannot imagine a 

better way to have begun my university 
years. I have formed some of my 
deepest friendships here; I have been 
able to take up academic, creative 
arts and personal development 
opportunities which I never thought 
would be available to me; I have grown 
through meeting and interacting with  
a wide range of students and friends  
of the college. 

I feel truly privileged to have met 
such inspiring people as Jill, Erik and 
Gillian Jensen through the scholarship 
program. Their support through my 
studies has been invaluable. We have 
enjoyed, and I’m sure we’ll continue to 
enjoy, catching up for lunch once in a 
while to discuss university, or Denmark, 
and plenty of other interesting topics. 
I appreciate these occasions as 
opportunities to learn from a different 
generation, and from people who I 
believe have done truly meaningful 
things with their lives. 

Certainly, my own life has been 
enriched incredibly because of these 
wonderful people. Whether 
I am here, or in Aarhus, this 
is why I feel like the luckiest 
person in the world. 

Keynote address by Meg Lee, 3rd Year Arts student

Keynote Speech by Meg Lee

The Luckiest 
Person in the 
World
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ADVANCEMENT

116 guests filled the hall with discussion 
and anticipation of the academic year 
ahead, whereby scholarship donors 
often become mentors and supporters 
of student scholarship recipients. 

2018 Greta Hort-Dannebrog 
Foundation Scholar, Meg Lee, spoke 
of her exchange experience to Aarhus 
University, Denmark in Semester 2,  
2018 and encouraged all students who 
were eligible to apply for the scholarship 
to support their student exchange 
experience to Denmark. 

Talented musical performances 
captivated guests throughout the 
evening with Chancellor’s Scholar, 
William Hu on grand piano; YMF 
Kathy Avdiev Memorial Scholar James 
Cowling on guitar; and YMF Kathy 
Avdiev Memorial Scholar Brandon 
Bartholomeusz on saxophone. 

Dr McDonald highlighted the fact that 

in 2017, University College offered 
37 scholarships to 35 students. With 
the generous support of the College 
Community, 58 scholarships were 
offered to 55 students in 2019. 

“I feel a sense of momentum as our 
scholarship program continues to  
grow and make a lasting impact on  
the lives of our students. With the 
growth in student numbers, however, 
comes growth in the need for financial 
support. We are working towards 
increasing the number of scholarships 
available to students towards 100  
and we thank you for your support  
in achieving this,” said Dr McDonald. 

Impromptu congratulations were 
offered to UC Scholarship Committee 
member and 2019 Victorian Senior 
Citizen of the Year, Dr Alison Harcourt 
AO (UWC 1947), who was present  
on the evening. 

“I’m so grateful to have been a part 
of such a wonderful community for 
so long. I have loved what I do and 
I encourage you all, especially the 
girls, to get involved in mathematics. 
It’s a brilliant career and continuously 
challenges you,” said Dr Harcourt. 

Thank you to all donors towards  
the UC Scholarship Program – you 
continue to make a hugely important 
impact on the lives of our students and 
their families in making the College 
experience more accessible. 

 

 

James Cowling

President of Council, Ms K. Jane Peck and Head of College, Dr Jennifer McDonald hosted student scholarship 
recipients, scholarship donors and guests at UC Scholars Dinner on Wednesday 20 March in Syme Dining Hall. 

If you or someone you know  
is interested in supporting  
the UC Scholarship Program, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
the Advancement Office on  
+61 3 9349 9113 or community@
unicol.unimelb.edu.au

Dr Alison Harcourt AO
Dr Di Bresciani OAM (UWC 1960, Fellow), Amelia 
Maxwell and Dr Ros Terry (UWC 1958, Fellow) Brandon Bartholomeusz

Meg Lee, Jill Williams, Kathryn Hutchins and Grace Henwood
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ADVANCEMENT

First Year Students

Isabella Alcorso – UC Tasmania Scholarship 

Brandon Bartholomeusz – YMF Kathy Avdiev Memorial 
Award 

Hannah Chesterman – Dr Paul Lee Scholarship 

Tyron Hay – UC New South Wales Scholarship 

Grace Henwood – Jill Williams Scholarship 

Samuel Hilson – DMW Industries Doyle Family Scholarship 

Alex Hitchman – Betty Fulton Fund Scholarship 

Oliver Humphris – Binding Scholarship 

Kathryn Hutchins – Jill Williams Scholarship 

Drew Ireland-Shead – Dr Angela Milne Scholarship 

Taylor Kelsey-Shueard – UC Victoria Scholarship 

Amy Li – Myra Roper Scholarship 

Emily Li – Myra Roper Scholarship 

Lachlan MacLaren – Gates Buchanan Scholarship 

Amelia Maxwell – Ros Terry Scholarship 

Alicia McGovern – UC Victoria Scholarship 

Ellie-Jade Mercer – Broughton Scholarship 

Aphisit Nanphakdi – Dr Elizabeth Shaw Medicine 
Scholarship, Margaret Garson Medicine Scholarship  
and Tweddle Family Scholarship 

Hannah Porter – UC Western Australia Scholarship 

Erica Sait – Triggs Scholarship 

Jerry Schmidt – UC Queensland Scholarship 

Sam Shepherd – Botha Family Scholarships 

Jonty Trotter – McGregor Family Fund Scholarship 

Aftyn Whitfield – Irene Mary Murray Scholarship 

Whitney Wong –  Lena McEwan Soroptomist International 
Scholarship and UC Queensland Scholarship 

Returning Students

Andrija Banerjee – Wheeler Scholarship 

Emily Bolton – Captain Walter Joseph Grubb Scholarship 

Tom Cottrell – Binding Scholarship 

James Cowling – YMF Kathy Avdiev Memorial Award 

Maggie Digby – Jill Eastwood Scholarship 

Rachael Ferluga – QLS Group Wimmera-Mallee Scholarship 

Luke Franco – Stewardson-Walpole Scholarship 

Jonathan Garoni – UniLodge Scholarship 

Finn Griffin – UC Frappe Fort Leadership Scholarship 

Olivia Holloway – David Syme Charitable Foundation  
Media Scholarship 

Meg Lee – Jill Williams Scholarship 

Louis Lejeune – Daryl Grubb and Louise Joy Scholarship 

Hamish MacLaren – Dr Deborah Seifert Scholarship 

Angus Perez – Nelson Alexander Foundation Scholarship 

Sofia Persson – Barbara and Max Murray Scholarship 

Sophie Rhodes – UC Staff Scholarship 

Erica Roche – UC Leadership Scholarship 

Jonica Rooke – University College Scholarship 

Ivana Solar – Dr Adelaide Gertrude Gault Scholarship 

Madelene Stefanou – McGregor Family Fund Scholarship 

Ruby Stowman – David Syme Charitable Foundation 
Scholarship 

Katie Stewart – UniLodge Scholarship 

Georgia Taylor – UC Leadership Scholarship 

Olivia Tunney – Meredith McComas Scholarship 

Montague Velthius – Dr Anne G Jabara Scholarship 

Zoe von Steiglitz – Ursula Hoff Scholarship 

Phoebe Watson – The Ray and Joyce Uebergang  
Foundation Scholarship 

Sarah Winter-Irving – Kathy Skelton Scholarship 

Graduate Students

Chloe Gray – McGregor Family Fund Scholarship 

Richie Harvey – Hurrell Family Scholarship 

Congratulations to our 
scholarship recipients 

Sam Shepherd with Michael Botha (UC 2012) and Martine Botha 
(UC 2008)

And thank you to all of our generous scholarship donors
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ADVANCEMENT

Shaping the future

With the imminent increase in the number of students 
at College will come a relative increase in the number of 
applications to the UC Scholarship Program for financial 
need.

Your support in enhancing access to the College 
experience for all of our students is greatly appreciated.

Thanks to the generosity of the college community, we have been able to offer 58 scholarships 
to 55 students in 2019.

REG AND NORMA BINDING

“We recognise that students from rural and 
regional Victoria face many challenges in 
moving away from home, and university 
costs can be one more obstacle in the way 
of realising their ambitions. We’re delighted 
that the scholarships we’ve donated will assist 
talented students with a background like 
ours to enjoy the wonderful experience of 
university study while living in College.”

There are many ways you can make an impact, including:

• Donating to the UC Scholarship Program or a specific 
scholarship

• Donating to the Building Project 

• Volunteering

 – Mentoring

 – Careers Week

 – Internships and work placements

Scholarship recipients Alicia McGovern, Taylor Kelsey-Shueard, Hannah Porter, Jerry Schmidt, Isabella Alcorso and Tyron Hay with President 
of Council, Ms Jane Peck (UWC 1969)

For more information, please contact the 
Advancement Office on +61 3 9349 9113 or 
community@unicol.unimelb.edu.au
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 

To start with, UC students competed 
with the other colleges during 
Intercollegiate Blood Run in April. The 
Intercollegiate Blood Run was organised 
so that students could contribute to 
providing much-needed, life-saving 
blood donations to the Red Cross Blood 

Service. Appointments took place a 
couple of times a week and was a great 
opportunity for students to give back 
to the community whilst bonding with 
others in their donation experiences. 
Blood donations will continue to take 
place throughout the year with many 
students signed up – each donation  
will save three lives.

In support of the Melbourne Period 
Project, the Community Service 
Committee organised a collection 
drive for sanitary products. The 
Melbourne Period Project provides 
support and care for women, transmen 
and non-binary people experiencing 
homelessness through the provision  
of sanitary products. 

In May we participated in Oaktree’s Live 
Below the Line challenge. Last year this 
initiative proved to be very successful as 
we raised the most amount of money 
out of all the colleges in Australia. 
Students ‘put change on the menu’ 
with the support of the UC kitchen by 
feeding themselves on $2 a day for five 
days. That’s the Australian equivalent  
of the extreme poverty line. 

We also hosted Australia’s Biggest 
Morning Tea for the Cancer Council 

in late May. Students and staff were 
encouraged to bring goodies to share  
at morning tea. Students were invited  
to take part in the baking competition, 
with the People’s Choice Award 
unanimously awarded to Gabby 
Patterson for her delicious brownies. 
Thank you to everyone at UC for their 
support, we raised a total of $127.05.

Many other initiatives are in the 
organisational stages—we’re aiming to 
support incredible organisations such 
as Melbourne-based organisations 
including YGap and One Girl. We as a 
community recognise and appreciate 
the position we are in and thus must 
work on contributing to assisting and 
supporting those in need..

Molly Pearce
Sustainability Representative
2nd Year Arts student
RMIT

2019 is an exciting year in relation for community service initiatives. This year we wanted to focus on reaching out 
to those more innovative organisations that may be smaller but deserve just as much support and recognition by 
our community as the more established, larger organisations. 

Molly O’Sullivan, Molly Pearce, Amelia Bevins, Charlotte Mills, Susannah Wells, Charlie Hancock, Georgia Taylor and Jessica Marr at 
Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea

Expanding our reach for more impact

Gaby donating blood
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SUSTAINABILITY

The end of Semester 1 is drawing 
near, marking the start to an 
exciting chapter in UC’s history –  
the opening and use of the new 
Sweet and Roper wings which  
are being built to Passivhaus 
standards. This style of building 
promotes low-energy and reduced-
emission living, so is a huge step 
towards a more sustainable UC. 

A major part of student-run 
sustainability at UC is the veggie  
patch, where harvested food is turned 
into delicious meals by the kitchen!  
The produce planted at the end of  
last year – which included cherry 
tomatoes, capsicums, eggplants,  
chillies, passionfruit and a lot of 
pumpkins – was harvested in March 
and April. In week seven, students 

gathered again for the winter planting. 
We planted broccoli, cauliflower, silver 
beet, coriander and broad beans, which 
will grow before being harvested in 
Semester 2. We were lucky to have  
a community garden expert in 
attendance for this planting session. 

Continuing on from last year’s 
sustainability representatives Ailish and 
Belinda, the college has been going 
meat-free on Monday at lunchtime! 
Meat-free Monday is a great initiative 
to reduce our carbon footprint, and to 
encourage students to eat vegetarian 
once a week. The food has been  
well received by the community,  
with delicious meals including buddha 
bowls and macaroni and cheese. 

Another initiative we are hoping to take 
on with the help of our UC gardener,  
Ian Robertson, is a composting system 

for food-waste in the kitchen. This 
is very exciting, as it will reduce the 
food waste going into the garbage. 
It can instead be put back in the soil, 
promoting healthy organic matter and 
reducing the production of methane 
gas that results from landfill. 

Also, in collaboration with Molly Pearce, 
the UC Community Service Rep, we 
intend to facilitate a second-hand 
clothes swap and donation at the end  
of the semester, before the winter break. 
This will allow students to exchange and 
give-away clothes that they no longer 
wear, rather than throwing them away. 
The unwanted clothes will be donated 
to charity. 

Amelia Bevins
Sustainability Representative
2nd Year Biomedicine student
University of Melbourne

A sustainable UC 
Charlie Hancock, James Cowling and Amelia Bevins
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A very popular event this year has been 
the monthly Pleasant Friday Afternoons 
(PFAs) which has seen performances 
from some of the best that UC has 
to offer. Whether it is William Hu’s 
unparalleled piano performances or 
Andrew Nicholas’ angelic voice, there 
have been surprises around every 
corner with many new students getting 
involved. It has been great to see really 
strong turnouts to these events by the 
rest of the college who have offered 
unprecedented levels of support for  
our musicians. 

Another highlight from the semester  
has been Commencement Dinner. 
On this night we were treated to 
performances from UC’s first jazz 
trio with a lovely rendition of Autumn 
Leaves, an incredible piano piece 
from William Hu and an amazing 
vocal performance from Mollie Farrell, 
throwing us back to 2011 with a  
brilliant cover of Domino by Jessie J.  

Our first Soiree for the year was a  
great success. It won’t be long until  
we are faced with the tough choice  
of choosing musicians for the 2019 
ICAC Battle of the Bands. Even with 
UC’s victory last year, I am positive 

that with the talent we have in our 
community this year, the team will  
be able to rise to the challenge and 
match last year’s performance. 

James Cowling
Music Representative 
2nd Year Music student 
University of Melbourne

MUSIC REPORT

Unparalleled performances and talented new musicians
This year at UC we have been lucky enough to welcome many talented new musicians to our community. With 
a larger cohort this year we have seen a massive amount of growth in the number of students performing and 
supporting their peers throughout the semester. It has been wonderful to see the development and appreciation 
of the music and arts community at UC.

 John Chen

Georgia Elder-Hackford

Mollie Farrell and James Cowling
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In April this year, we were very lucky 
to have Professor Peter Turnbull from 
the University of Bristol staying with us 
while he was giving guest lectures at 
multiple universities around Melbourne. 
Peter works within the School of 
Economics, Finance & Management and 
holds his PhD in International Conflict 
Management and Industrial Relations. 

Upon arrival in early April, Peter quickly 
reached out to us, offering to host a 
discussion with students about a very 
topical issue he’s been studying: Brexit. 
April 12th was the initial extension 

deadline granted to the UK to reach an 
agreement on exiting terms: making 
Peter’s timing for a talk all the more 
interesting.

Peter and I discussed the parameters 
of a talk, wanting to make it accessible 
to people of all disciplines within the 
college: media communications, 
economics, politics, history and 
marketing among many others. I put it 
to the students to gauge their interest, 
and had over 100 positive responses 
voicing they would be interested in 
coming along – not expecting this,  

we had to book a larger venue space 
and adjust the catering orders!

On the evening of the 10th of  
April, 70 students gathered in  
our Academic Centre for wine, 
cheese and Brexit. Peter gave  
us a humorous, insightful and 
accessible overview of the  
situation in the UK and Europe. 

We looked at the types of people who 
voted ‘for’ and ‘against’ Brexit, and 
were surprised by the results. Peter 
broke down the marketing campaigns 
for either side, and looked into the 
media’s portrayal of Brexit and how this 
influenced public opinion. Peter offered 
us entertaining snippets and anecdotes 
on what is often a very large, politically 
driven topic — we were very grateful  
to have him speak to us. 

More events such as these are held 
throughout the year at UC. Next 
semester we are already looking 
forward to historian Sheila Fitzpatrick’s 
talk on Russian Modern History and her 
experiences of being outed as a Western 
spy in Russia During the Cold War. 

Lauren Powell
Academic Convener

WINE, CHEESE AND BREXIT
At UC, we are very fortunate to have many academic guests from all walks of life and study disciplines stay with 
us in our Academic Apartments throughout the year. This gives us an array of opportunities to help students build 
networks with industry connections, hear more about possible career pathways, or gain access to interesting 
discussions and presentations from these individuals. As Academic Convener, it is my role to gauge the interest 
from students and facilitate these interactions with academics. 

COMMUNITY



WELLBEING

Inspired by joy (and puppies!) on  
International Day of Happiness
2019 began on a positive and 
productive note, not only for 
University College but for me 
personally in commencing my role 
at the college as Student Wellbeing 
Coordinator. The year so far has 
already seen exciting changes,  
with a new wellbeing space for 
students to visit, have some time 
out or can drop in for mental  
health and wellbeing support.

The students were rapt with our 
first wellbeing initiative for the year; 
acknowledging International Day of 
Happiness with the thing that inspires 
the most joy, puppies! Seven puppies 
came to visit UC residents from Second 
Chance Animal Rescue, an animal 
welfare organisation who run a Paws at 
Work program to promote community 
wellbeing. Animal-assisted activities 
are widely used to decrease stress 
and improve mental health outcomes. 
The feedback from students was 
overwhelmingly supportive and it was 
inspiring to see their stress melt away 
and be replaced with beaming smiles. 

The other core element of International 
Day of Happiness was to promote the 
spread of kindness and connectedness, 
which is especially important in the 
beginning of the year when new 

residents are finding their feet and 
forming new friendships. Residents  
were encouraged to engage in random 
acts of kindness on the day, an action 
we hope to see continue throughout 
the year.  

To assist students in their self-care 
during busy assessment periods we  
held a UC Wellbeing Week full of 
activities that promote restoration 
and relaxation. There were head and 
shoulder massages, flu vaccinations, 
meditation and coffee breaks scheduled 
over the week, all of which were hugely 
popular and provided much needed 
study breaks to help students get back 
in to their work feeling more focused 
and clear-minded.  

The wellbeing activities have continued 
through the support of Maddy, our 
Student Wellbeing Representative, 
and the formation of the Wellbeing 
Committee. The key purpose of the 
committee is to bring together voices 
of the college community to address 
issues of highest importance to the 
wellbeing of the residents and enact 
wellbeing events and initiatives. There 
are a lot of great ideas in the works,  
so watch this space for more to come 
over the year.  

Alexandra Ehrenberg
Student Wellbeing Coordinator

Maddy Stefanou and Alexandra 
Ehrenberg

Cara Benoit and Erica Roche

Zac Lagos, Amelia Bevins, Cara Benoit and Tess McMurtie

24  UC Frappe Fort June 2019



UC Frappe Fort June 2019  25

FILM CLUB

After every screening we discuss what 
everyone’s raw impression of the film 
was. All the films have one similarity – 
they are films that are gateways between 
the more well-known film scene and the 
whole world of cinema. For example, 
in the second week we showed Lost 
in Translation by Sofia Coppola which 
features mainstream stars Bill Murray and 
Scarlett Johansson. This film is nothing 
like what you would normally see in a 
theatre, it explores existential motifs with 
a camera that brings to life the beauty 
of mundane actions. Coppola is able 
to take a moment that seems totally 
normal, since we all experience weird 
connections like this in our life at one 
point or another, and gives it a cinematic 
weight that makes it more than real, the 
whole thing has that lucid intangibility of 
a memory, and you can’t find something 
that extraordinary just anywhere. 

It has been my greatest pleasure to share 
these wonderful films with people and 
get them excited about a craft that has 
meant everything to me, I only hope it 
may mean so much to them.

Finn Griffin 
3rd Year  
Arts student 
University of Melbourne 

FILM CLUB

The UC Film Club is made possible 
by Finn’s passion for film and 
the UC Frappe Fort Leadership 
Scholarship. This scholarship was 
established to encourage third 
year students to develop and 
deliver a project that will enhance 
the culture of the College over 
the course of their third year in 
College. 

The University College Film Club 
was a group I’d wanted to organise 
since I first came to UC and realised 
that we didn’t have one. Every 
college should have a film club,  
I believe it goes hand in hand with 
being a university student. 

The film club started in Semester 1, 
showing a different flick every fortnight 
on Sundays. The whole premise of the 
club was to share something that has 
meant a great deal to me with others 
in hopes that it will bring something 
worthwhile into their lives. 
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SENIOR COMMON ROOM

Lauren Powell, the Academic 
Convenor, recently arranged an 
enthralling and timely ‘Fireside Chat’ 
on Brexit with visiting Academic, 
Professor Peter Turnbull. The event 
attracted a large audience of UC 
students and staff, sparking thought-
provoking discussion and debate. 
James Hutcheon has continued to 
provide a forum for discussion of 
major topics and issues with ‘Big Ideas’. 

The sessions are held fortnightly and 
are open to all members of the UC 
community, with lively discussion and 
debate on topics such as, the impact 
of multinational technology companies 
on society and appropriate responses 
to events of mass violence.

The SCR has a busy social calendar, 
catching up regularly to celebrate 
birthdays, getting competitive with 
board game nights, and enjoying 
relaxing at our much anticipated wine 
and cheese evenings, affectionately 
known as ‘Chat and Chill’. The SCR’s 
social schedule provides members 
with a break from busy work and 
study schedules, and a valuable way 
to form connections and friendships 
with other graduates and early career 
professionals who make up the SCR. 

Our Social Convenors, Ayush Srinet 
and Zak Kapakoulakis, are responsible 
for organising larger and more formal 
social events of the SCR, I look forward 
to reporting on these in our next 
edition of Frappe Fort!

We’re excited to be holding our 
first SCR Meeting this semester, this 
event will aim to tap into the rich 
pool of talent in UC’s SCR to provide 
all members with an opportunity to 
network and form connections with 
people in their areas of interest and 
expertise.

Mollie Farrell
President, Senior Common Room  
Master of Arts and Cultural 
Management  
University of Melbourne

The Senior Common Room (SCR)  
is made up of both resident tutors 
and graduate students residing  
at University College. Our group 
of 10 resident tutors have had a 
busy start to the year, supporting 
students academically through  
the comprehensive tutorial 
program and ensuring a smooth 
transition into university and 
College for first year students 
through the mentoring program. 

This year we are thrilled to welcome 
four new graduate students to 
the SCR. Our graduate students 
continue to enjoy great success 
in their studies, with many 
students engaging in fascinating 
research projects and undertaking 
internships at coveted companies 
and organisations, such as Amazon, 
Herald Sun and Hardie Grant. 

Work/life balance  in the SCR
Senior students

On Zhi Xiang and Mollie FarrellAneesha MadugalleAyush Srinet
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ACADEMIC REPORT 

Head of College, Dr Jennifer 
McDonald and President of Council, 
Ms Jane Peck welcomed students 
and Fellows of the College to 
High Table in celebration of the 
outstanding academic results of  
UC students in 2018.

Undergraduate Commerce student, 
Fox Crowley was awarded the Fellows 
Medal for undergraduate academic 
achievement for the second year in a 
row (2017 and 2018) and Postgraduate 
Media Communications student,  
Mallory Evans was awarded the Fellows 
Medal for postgraduate academic 
achievement (2018).

University College also acknowledged  
26 other students who received an 
average score of 80 or more during  
the 2018 academic year, with two of 
those students averaging above 90.

“We gather tonight to celebrate the 
outstanding academic achievement 
of University College students, 
demonstrating their commitment to 
their studies and their academic success. 
Fellows of the College are appointed 
by the College Council to enhance the 
academic life of the College and we are 
very fortunate to have some incredibly 
successful alumni and community 
members accept Fellowships, some  
of whom join us here tonight,” said  
Dr McDonald.

Fellows of the College are appointed 
by the College Council to enhance 
the academic culture of the College. 
Fellows are usually College alumni 
and community members who have 
excelled in their chosen field. 

Dr Jennifer McDonald and Dr Alison Harcourt AO

Fellows and 
Academic 
Achievement 
High Table

Fellows Medal
Fox Crowley – 
Undergraduate 

Mallory Evans – 
Graduate

Fellows Awards
Oliver Adler
Joseph Bingley 
Ben Collins
Maggie Digby 
Rebecca Francis 

Olivia Holloway
Daniel Johnson
Jonas Larsen
Jessica Lee
Amber Meyer
Kashmira Mohamed 
Zagor
Taylah Morrish 
Yau Sien Ong
Nicholas Parsons 
Max Scales 
Terrill Simeon

Wilbur Stephenson 
Sophie Wen Hui 
Stretch
Ryan Taylor 
Jonathan Trimble
Olivia Tunney
Susannah Wells 
Jack Woods
Tom Yang
Daniel You
Vanessa Young

Mallory Evans and Dr Alison Harcourt AO Dr Alison Harcourt AO and Fox Crowley
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UC ABROAD

I was lucky enough to study abroad last semester at 
Central Saint Martins at the University of the Arts, 
London. Looking back, I remember being nervous 
about my decision to leave because I felt like I finally 
found a steady momentum with my university work 
and daily routine. Another part of me, however, knew 
that I could not pass on this opportunity for growth. In 
many ways, my decision made a lot of sense as I was 
the International Representative at UC at the time.

I landed in London feeling exactly 
the way I did when I first came to 
Melbourne: alone and overwhelmed. 
I was once again thrown out of my 
comfort zone and surrounded by 
foreign faces in a big city. Over the next 
few weeks, however, I found myself 
sharing a studio space with people 
from all over the world with incredibly 
diverse artistic practices, collaborating 
with other study abroad students 
from the United States for a magazine 
publication and exploring new galleries 
in London every week. The vast array 
of opportunities that were suddenly 
available to me was exciting because it 
challenged me to find a new language 
of expression in my artwork. At the 

same time, I became much more aware 
of the things that I took for granted 
at the Victorian College of the Arts. 
Thus, my experience abroad put a lot 
of things into perspective for me and 
brought clarity into my creative practice. 
Moreover, I decided that I was going 
to make the most of my time in the 
United Kingdom and travel to as many 
countries as I could, from France to 
Belgium to Norway. Being able to soak 
up the different cultures and indulge 
myself in the thriving art scene of 
Europe was a surreal experience that  
I will always be grateful for. 

I find it hard to answer when people 
ask me what I had gained or learned 
from the time that I was away. As the 

changes are not as obvious or tangible, 
it only became clear to me when I 
came back to Melbourne this time 
around. As strange as it sounds, I feel a 
lot more comfortable with uncertainty, 
not only in the direction of my practice, 
but with everything as I head into my 
final year of university. I often wonder 
whether I would have reached a similar 
state of mind if I had chosen to stay. 
Nevertheless, studying abroad was the 
best decision that I could have made for 
myself and I could not have anticipated 
the change that it would bring.

Hiroko Hongyok 
Bachelor of Arts  
University of Melbourne 

HIROKO HONGYOK (UC 2017–2018)

UC ABROAD

Hiroko with her University of the Arts friends

University of the Arts, London
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UC ABROAD

Early in August last year, I 
remember messaging all my closest 
friends at UC that it was finally 
time for me to catch my flight to 
North America. Saying goodbye to 
my closest friends was a sad and 
surreal experience, and it had not 
yet sunk in that I would not see 
them for at least six months. Saying 
goodbye to UC was also strange, 
after a year and a half, it had 
become home. 

However, I was incredibly excited for  
my exchange semester at McGill 
University in Montréal, Quebec, 
and rightly so. It was an incredible 
experience, as I met so many great 
people and learnt so much. 

Before heading to Montréal I spent  
a week in New York. This was a great 
start, as I got to visit all the galleries 
and see the works I’d heard so much 
about in classes. Following this, I flew to 
Montreal. When I first saw Mont Royal,  
I remember thinking “Isn’t this weird  
that I’m going to live in this place I’d 
never visited before for a semester.”  
I chose Montréal as one of my majors  
is French, but I really didn’t know what  
I was getting myself into. 

There was absolutely no need to worry. 
One day into an incredible Frosh week 

and I had already made friends who I 
now still talk to most weeks. McGill is 
a really international school, attracting 
students from all over the world. My 
closest friends on exchange were from 
Panama, Spain, the Netherlands, Serbia, 
and more. I learnt so much about so 
many more places than just Montreal, 
for which I’m really grateful. 

Getting to know a different university 
was a cool experience, as the McGill 
system was completely different. For 
example, there are no tutorials, just two 
small lectures a week. There are also far 
more subjects to choose from, some 
with very niche topics. For example, 
my favourite subjects were Slavery in 

Canadian Art History and Fascist Italian 
Cinema. I also had the chance to get 
involved in the university, working at 
the Arts Bar on campus, as well as with 
helping the UN Women committee with 
coordinating fundraisers and events, 
and doing administration work for  
the Undergraduate Theatre Society.

Another bonus of living in Montreal 
was that there were so many places 
nearby to visit. As well as New York, I 
visited Toronto, Boston, Ottawa, and 
at the end of the semester I went on 
a fantastic ski trip at Mont Tremblant, 
funnily enough with an ex-UCer and 
some other exchange friends. After my 
exchange, I spent 6 weeks travelling 
Central America. A friend from Montreal 
invited me to spend Christmas in 
Panama, and I’ll never forget attempting 
to sing karaoke in Spanish with her 
family on Christmas Eve. I spent an 
incredible New Years in Cuba, two 
weeks in Mexico with another friend 
from exchange, and wrapped up in 
Costa Rica.

I had so much fun abroad, it was a 
whirlwind experience. But one of the 
best things about coming home was 
seeing all my friends from UC again.  
We all live in houses now, but I am  
still rolling over to theirs constantly, just 
like I was at UC, only now there’s a bit 
more walking and ubering involved. 

Alice O’Shea 
Bachelor of Arts  
University of Melbourne 

At the Grand Canyon

ALICE O’SHEA (UC 2017–2018) 

Alice and friends apple picking in rural Quebec

McGill University, Montreal Quebec

Alice at McGill University in Montreal
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KIRBY TAYLOR

Kirby grew up in Rochester in North 
Central Victoria and was a UC student 
in 2010. 

When were you at UC?

February 2010 – June 2011. (I went 
on exchange to Tianjin, China in my 
second semester) 

What did you study at university? 

I studied a Bachelor of Arts 
(International Studies) at RMIT University 
a bit further down the road from the 
University of Melbourne (UoM) but also 
did some cross-institutional Indonesian 
language study as part of my degree. 

Why did you choose to come to UC? 

I had visited a few different colleges 
during an Open Day during Year 12  
and we also had a school visit as some 
older students from my secondary 
school who went to UC and it was 
honestly the best college on the 
Crescent in terms of facilities and 
inclusivity of other universities.

What do you like most about UC?

I loved that those who came to UC were 
of all different backgrounds – there 
were students from regional Victoria, 
interstate and overseas. I met fellow 
students from Horsham and Bairnsdale 
to Byron Bay, Perth, Canberra, Jakarta, 
Singapore and the States. 

Another positive memory from the 
College was the fantastic community 
feel I got from all the opportunities  
we had to be involved in.

What was your first job?

During university I did lots of jobs to 
support my studies. I worked at UC, 
helping out in the kitchen and with 

functions. I also babysat children of 
local families and worked at Woolies  
in Barkly Square and on Lygon Street.  
I also volunteered at university and  
with youth organisations, I wasn’t  
ever one to sit still. 

After graduating I was lucky enough 
to secure a fantastic part-time 
Communications role with the  
not-for-profit youth organisation  
Global Voices, which sends delegations 
of young leaders abroad to multilateral 
meetings and negotiations like 
the OECD Forum or UN Climate 
Change talks. Part of this role saw me 
coordinating and leading a delegation 
to the World Bank and IMF Spring 
Meetings in Washington DC in October 
2014. Not long after starting at Global 
Voices, I secured another part-time 
role (which became a full time role) 
as an International Student Adviser 
at Swinburne University. I juggled a 
full-time and part-time role for just 
over 18 months and loved it. They 
complemented each other really  
well – you can gain such varied but 
equally valuable skills from working  
in grassroots organisations as well  
as larger more corporate institutions  
such as a university. Both organisations 
gave me a really fantastic opportunity  
to develop my personal and  
professional skills. 

What is your greatest achievement?

I think so far my greatest achievement 
has been being accepted into a 
postgraduate program, which I had 
thought about doing for many years. 

I moved to Canberra in 2018 to 
commence a Master of Diplomacy 
at The Australian National University 
and recently found out that I’ve been 
selected to be a Media and Public 
Diplomacy intern at the Australian 
Embassy in Jakarta, which is honestly 
a dream come true for me and is a  
role I have dreamt about undertaking. 

Any other thoughts you wish to add?

I still count many of the people I met 
at UC as my closest friends. Before 
moving to Canberra I was still living 
with a girl I met at UC, who to this day 
I consider as close as a sister. I also 
regularly caught up with various mates 

made from my time at college. It’s a bit 
harder now that I’m based in Canberra 
but I’m still in touch with those I was 
closest with thanks to social media. My 
old housemate and I (who I mentioned 
earlier) even visited one of the girls in 
Sweden last July where she has been 
living for the past three years. I also 
caught up with a bunch of them at a 
festival on the March long weekend  
and at both Christmas and Easter time. 
Many of them are doing amazing, 
incredible, inspiring things in really 
diverse jobs and I feel so grateful that 
our paths crossed at UC. 

“I still count many of the  
people I met at UC as my  
closest friends.”

FROM 
ROCHESTER 
TO JAKARTA
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Professor Jamie Anderson addressing the audience at Temple Church

Intercollegiate UK Reception

Head of College, Dr Jennifer 
McDonald joined UC alumni at  
the Intercollegiate UK Reception 
held at Temple Church, London  
in early April.

The event was hosted by all the  
Heads of Colleges at the University 
of Melbourne, which saw Australian 
organisation theorist Professor  
Jamie Anderson from the Antwerp  
Management School discuss strategic 
innovation with over 100 alumni.

“With over 6,000 alumni living in  
over 50 countries, when you join the 
University College community, you  
join a truly global community. It is 
incredibly inspiring to meet these  
alumni and hear of their stories since 
their time at College” said Dr McDonald.

If you have recently moved and would 
like to ensure you receive the most up 
to date invitations, please update your 
contact details.

Alec Kensit (UC 2009), Dr Jennifer McDonald, Indigo Ferguson (UC 2012), Finbar Piper 
(UC 2013) and Professor Marilyn Monk (UWC 1956 Fellow)

Knight burial sites in Temple Church.  
Image ©ALondonInheritance.com

For more information on 
College alumni receptions, 
please contact the 
Advancement Office on  
+61 3 9349 9113 or community@
unicol.unimelb.edu.au
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Alumni Lunches  
2019

1959:  
Wednesday 2 October

1949: 
Wednesday 9 October

1969: 
Wednesday 23 October

1939:  
Wednesday 6 November

Alumni receptions

Mrs Sarah Felice (UC 1989), Dr Jennifer McDonald, Professor Keir Reeves, Mrs Antionette Dillon 
(UC 1989), Dr Caitlin Mahar (UC 1989) and Professor Gregory Kennedy

Janet Walstab (UWC 1964), Yvonne Turner (UWC 1964), Rosemary Blake (UWC 1965), Alison McPhail (UWC 1964), Lynne Broughton  
(UWC 1964), Dr Rosemary Kiss (UWC 1964) and Elisabeth Grove (UWC 1966)

Thank you to all of our alumni and guests who have joined us for functions in 
Semester 1, we love reconnecting with alumni and hearing about where they 
are now. 

Congratulations to Elliott Young (UC 2011-2012) for being named “Outstanding 
Advocate” at the Freemasons Victoria Moot Competition. After graduating from the 
University of Melbourne with a BA and Dip Modern Languages, he is now studying 
JD at RMIT where has achieved the highest overall grade in Fundamentals of 
Contract Law and first place in the RMIT University Criminal Law Moot.

Congratulations
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President of Council, Ms Jane 
Peck, together with Head of 
College, Dr Jennifer McDonald 
hosted members of the Georgina 
Sweet Society and their guests 
on Friday 29 March. Guests were 
treated to a delicious lunch in 
the Heritage Room followed by 
a private tour of the “Objects of 
Fame” exhibition at the Grainger 
Museum. 

At the lunch in the Heritage Room, 
attendees were provided with 
wonderful insight as to the details  
of the exhibition from Grainger 
Museum Coordinator, Claire Evanson. 

Following lunch, the private tour of 
the “Objects of Fame” exhibition at 
the Grainger Museum was led by the 
museum’s curator, Dr Heather Gaunt. 

Dr Gaunt offered guests a guided tour 
of the collections of Percy Grainger 
and Dame Nellie Melba – two 
iconic Australian’s who were closely 
acquainted. 

University College would like to 
extend our deepest sympathies and 
condolences to the family and friends 
of Lady Boston of Faversham (UWC 
1947) who passed away recently.  
Lady Boston left a Gift in her Will to  
the College to establish the Lady 
Boston Scholarship and we look 
forward to awarding that scholarship 
to the first student recipient in 2020  
in Lady Boston’s honour. 

GEORGINA  
SWEET SOCIETY 
LUNCHEON

The Georgina Sweet Society was established to create a means of  
saying “thank you” to people who have included gifts to University 
College in their Will.  If you or someone you know is considering  
leaving a Gift in their Will to University College, please do not hesitate  
to contact the Advancement Office on +61 3 9349 9113 or  
community@unicol.unimelb.edu.au 

ADVANCEMENT
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William Hogarth: Art, Politics and Philanthropy 
in the 18th Century

Students, alumni and community 
members gathered in Leggatt Hall 
to hear Dr Broughton speak about 
the life and times of a man whose 
works will now adorn the walls of UC 
for generations to come, thanks to a 
generous donation by Dr Broughton  
and her family.

Hogarth was born in London, the son 
of a schoolmaster and writer from 
Westmoreland. After a goldsmith 
apprenticeship, he began to produce  
his own engraved designs in about 1710. 
He later took up oil painting, starting  
with small portrait groups called 
conversation pieces. He went on to 
create a series of paintings satirising 
contemporary customs, but based 
on earlier Italian prints, of which the 
first was ‘The Harlot’s Progress’ (1731), 
and perhaps the most famous ‘The 
Rake’s Progress’. His engravings were 
so plagiarised that he lobbied for the 
Copyright Act of 1735 as protection  
for writers and artists.

As part of her visit, Dr Broughton met 
with staff of the University of Melbourne 
library to inspect works by Hogarth in 
their rare books and prints collection, as 
well as the National Gallery of Victoria  
to discuss their vast collection of 
works by Hogarth. These visits were 
incorporated into Dr Broughton’s 
findings to deliver an insightful seminar 
on the life and times of William Hogarth.

Governor and visiting Fellow of the 
College Dr Lynne Broughton (UWC 
1964) visited University College 
from her home in the UK to deliver 
the 2019 Broughton Seminar and 
Exhibition – William Hogarth: Art, 
Politics and Philanthropy in the 
Eighteenth Century – on 1 April.

Dr Lynne Broughton speaking and being presented with her first Hogarth print
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Early in Semester 1 we were 
delighted to host Angela Giblin, 
the great-niece of one of the 
founders of University Women’s 
College (UWC).

Ms. Giblin made the journey from 
Canberra with the intention of visiting 
Giblin Courtyard which was named 
after her great-aunt in recognition 
of her role in the establishment of 
University Women’s College (UWC).

Eilean Giblin chaired the Provisional 
Committee which secured a site, raised 
funds to build UWC and appointed  
the interim principal, Susie Williams.

She helped select UWC’s first Head  
of College, Dr Greta Hort, and 
negotiated affiliation with the 
University of Melbourne on the same 
terms as the existing men’s colleges.

University College was the fortunate 
recipient of a collection of Hogarth 
prints from Dr Broughton and her 
family as well as funds to have the 
works restored, digitised and framed 
to be hung in the University College 
Redevelopment. These pieces include 
the plates of the ‘Idle and Industrious 
Prentice’, ‘O the Roast Beef of Old 
England’, ‘Scholars at a Lecture’ and 
‘Satire on False Perspective’.

We extend a heartfelt thank you to  
Dr Lynne Broughton for all of her  
hard work and research in putting 
together the seminar and exhibition 
and for her ongoing involvement as a 
Visiting Fellow of the College. We also 
thank Lynne and her extended family for 
their generous donation of the works by 
Hogarth to the College Art Collection 
– these pieces will make warm editions 
to the new buildings at University 
College. We also thank the University 
of Melbourne Library, State Library of 
Victoria and National Gallery of Victoria 
for their time and assistance in putting 
on the seminar and exhibition.

Honouring 
our Founders

Kay Beaumont (UWC 1968), Dr Jennifer McDonald, Dr Lynne Broughton and Ken Letts

Dr Jennifer McDonald, 
Angela Giblin and her 

husband, Rob Wilton, in 
the Giblin Courtyard
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MEMBERS OF THE  
COLLEGE COUNCIL
Office Bearers

President: K. Jane Peck, BA 
Melb. GAICD

Deputy President: Ms Kathryn 
Bellion, BA LLB Monash MBus 
VU MCom RMIT

Treasurer: Ms Jay Bonnington, 
BCom, MBA Monash, FCPA 
FAICD

Secretary to Council:  
Dr J McDonald, BA(Hons) 
DipEd MEd(Stud Well) PhD 
Melb. MACE

Members

Professor Anne Lillis, BCom 
MCom PhD Melb.

Mr John Mathieson, BCom 
Melb. MAICD

Ms Monique MacRitchie,  
BA MA MIB Melb.

Mr Matthew O’Keefe, BCom 
Melb. 

Ms Martine Botha, BA MA Melb.

Dr. Zita Unger, BA Melb. BEdst 
Qld. PhD Melb. GAICD GAIST

Mr Richard Sweetnam, 
B.Comm Melb. CA

Mr Jamie Black, BCom(Hons) 
MAppFin Melb. 

Ms Anna Crameri, BA GDipMan 
Melb.  

Elected by the students of  
the College

Mr Jonas Larsen
Ms Drew Ireland Shead

STUDENT  
EXECUTIVE
President 

Erica Roche 

Vice President 

Georgia Taylor

Treasurer 

Louis Lejeune

Secretary 

Susannah Wells 

ICAC Representative 

Charles Symons 

International Representative 

Tzur Rochvarger

Social Secretaries 

Emily Bolton and Pip Dolman 

Female Sports 
Representative 

Isabella Keogh 

Male Sports Representative 

Dave Morgan 

First Year Representatives

Jamie Beale and  
Georgie Ayers

COLLEGE STAFF
Head of College

Dr J McDonald, BA(Hons) 
DipEd MEd(Stud Well) PhD 
Melb. MACE

Dean of Students

Mrs Liz Agostino, BA(Hons) 
PostGrad Dip (Psych) Melb.

Dean of Studies 

Mr Andre Louhanapessy, 
BEng Trisakti MDevSt Melb.

Commercial Manager 

Ms Kelly Reed, BA Acc 
Swinburne, DipEd Monash

Finance Manager

Ms Kelly Fung, BCom  
La Trobe CPA

Accounts Officer

Ms Pui Shan Kwok, BCom  
La Trobe CPA

Advancement Manager

Mr Sam Hawkins, BCom 
Monash MBus Deakin

Marketing and Community 
Relations Advisor 

Ms Rachel Unicomb, BCmn 
Newcastle  

Marketing and 
Communications Advisor 

Ms Quyen Do, BBus W.Syd  

Registrar 

Ms Zoey Maiden, DipBus, 
DipMan, CertIVBusAdmin

Wellbeing Coordinator

Ms Alexandra Ehrenberg, 
BBehavSc(Psych) 
PGDipPsych QUT, MBMSc 
Syd. MAPS

House, Events and 
Conference Manager

Mr Tim McBain, BCom 
Griffith 

Guest Services Agents

Ms Sara Guest

Ms Joanne Simurina

IT Support 

Mr Stuart McMinn 

Librarian

Mrs Carolyn Brown BEd 
(Librarianship) Melb. AALIA

Archivist

Mr Ian Forster, BHA NSW MA  
(Archives & Records) Monash

Facilities Manager

Mr Henri Seneque

Maintenance Officer

Mr Sam Pilgrim  

Gardener

Mr Ian Robertson, Assoc  
Dip Hort Melb. Burnley

Executive Chef

Mr Philip Garrod

Head Chef

Mr Edward Reyes

Sous Chef

Mr Gagandeep Singh

Sous Chef

Mr Andy Tran

Chef de Partie

Marcin Betkowski

Trade Cook

Mr Komal Jhowry

Kitchen Hands

Mr Kevin Williams

Ms Lucy Saliba

Dining Hall Supervisor

Mr Greg Coutts

RESIDENT TUTORS
Mr Ayush Srinet
Mr James Hutcheon 
Ms Lauren Powell 
Ms Mallory Evans
Ms Mollie Farrell 
Ms Sher Maine Tan 
Mr Vincent Liu
Mr On Zhi Xiang 

COUNCIL & STAFF



President
Erica Roche 
Bachelor of Arts 
University of Melbourne 

So excited for 2019 and everything 
it holds! I can’t wait to welcome new 
people into our home.

Vice President
Georgia Taylor  
Bachelor of Biomedicine 
University of Melbourne 

I am honoured to be this year’s vice 
president, and cannot wait to be both 
behind, and a part of, everything UC in 
2019. An incredible year awaits us!

Female Sports Representative 
Isabella (Bella) Keogh 
Bachelor of Arts 
University of Melbourne 

I am so grateful to be elected Female 
Sports Rep and cannot wait to work  
with David to uphold the legacy 
and culture of UC sport – here’s to another 
year of great competition and hopefully some wins.

Male Sports Representative 
Dave Morgan 
Bachelor of Commerce 
University of Melbourne 

I am looking forward to a big 2019. 
Hopefully win some flags.

Treasurer
Louis Lejeune  
Bachelor of Design 
University of Melbourne 

I’m excited to work with this amazing 
exec group to create a great year for 
everyone at UC.

Secretary
Susannah Wells 
Bachelor of Arts 
University of Melbourne 

I’m really looking forward to supporting 
all of the student executive and keeping 
students up to date in this very exciting year.

Social Representatives
Pip Dolman 
Bachelor of Communication  
RMIT

Emily Bolton 
Bachelor of Arts  
University of Melbourne 

Whilst we have big shoes to fill, both  
of us are extremely excited for the  
year ahead and all the fun that comes 
along with it! 
 

ICAC Representative
Charles Symons  
Bachelor of Laws  
ACU 
 

ICAC is amazing to be a part of, we give 
everyone the opportunity to mix and 
mingle with people from other colleges. 
There are always events coming up!

International Representative
Tzur Rochvarger 
Bachelor of Science 
University of Melbourne

I’m super stoked to hang, and work  
with, the upcoming and current  
international students, and am so  
thankful I get to be their rep. I can’t wait!

STUDENT CLUB

STUDENT CLUB EXECUTIVE2019
Meet your Student Executive for 2019! Congratulations to all those students who were elected – the UC community 
looks forward to the initiatives and developments you will implement in the year ahead. 
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Can you picture yourself 
at University College?

The best way to make your decision about where you would be most comfortable living  
is to come and experience UC for yourself on Open Day:

• Take a tour with students and hear first-hand why they love UC.

• Find out how UC can help your transition to university and support you during your degree.

• Free food and drinks. Open 10am-5pm.

OPEN 
DAY

Sunday 18 August 
2019

Live in a community that feels like home and supports you as you study.

Same day as  
the University  
of Melbourne  

Open Day


