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b University College 

University College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of this land, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation. 
The Wurundjeri people are the people of the wurun, the river white gum, who have been custodians of this land 
for thousands of years. We pay our respects to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elders – past and present.

“ UC is the best decision I’ve ever 
made. I love how warm and 
welcoming it is. Everyone is 
friendly and fun.”    

 Tom 
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In recent years, the College has 
grown to a community of 340 
undergraduates and graduates. 
This was made possible by 
our wonderful new facilities, 
with two thirds of our rooms 
now ensuite and 90% equipped 
with a double bed. Our new 
rooms are built to passive 
house standards, reflecting 
the College’s commitment to 
sustainability. 

UC is a forward-looking 
college with a unique history. 
It was founded in 1937 
as an independent, non-
denominational college for 
women, known as University 
Women’s College. In 1975, the 
College became co-residential 
and changed its name to 
University College, better  
known as UC. 

to University College
We are a friendly, relaxed and supportive community with a strong focus  
on student wellbeing. Our students maintain a balance between their 
studies and fun-filled activities, creating a warm and inclusive culture where 
everyone is accepted and can thrive. Programs such as the overnight youth 
workers have had a clear, positive impact on our students, who are also 
supported by our specialist wellbeing and academic staff. We are proud  
to nurture and support young men and women in readiness for their  
lives in the 21st Century. 

This is a truly special place and remains so for many generations  
of students and alumni. I do hope you will join us.

Dr Jennifer McDonald 
Head of College

Welcome



Empowerment and growth
We strive to become our best selves, 
foster resilience, be open to new ideas, 
skills, knowledge, and seek to achieve 
holistic, well-rounded growth.

Personal responsibility
We’re here to learn and grow so it’s 
okay to make mistakes, but we remain 
accountable for our behaviour. 

Staying true
We foster an environment where 
you can be who you are – your true, 
authentic self. 

Respect and kindness
We are an inclusive community  
that values our differences so that 
everyone is accepted and can thrive.

Care for community
We look out for each other and strive  
to use our unique skills and experiences 
to give back locally and globally.

Progressive
We build on our rich heritage as an 
independent, non-denominational 
women’s college to embrace the 
educational challenges of the future.

Our origins
As the pioneer college for women’s education at 
the University of Melbourne, University College 
has always been characterised by a spirit of 
equality and diversity. Our motto ‘Frappe Fort’ 
means ‘What you do, do with a will’, which 
remains a key message for our students today.

Our values
The residential college offering is unique. Understanding the history, 
values, size and vibe of each college will help you find the perfect fit 
and make all the difference to your college experience. 

Here’s what University College stands for:
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Where 
are our 
students 
from?
With diversity comes richness 
and opportunities to learn 
from each other. We welcome 
domestic and international 
students from different 
demographics, universities, 
year levels and degrees. Our 
students are enrolled at the 
University of Melbourne, RMIT, 
ACU, Monash, Swinburne, 
Deakin and other Victorian 
universities.  

“Our main goals are to  
create a sense of comfort, 
safety and respect, and 
promote a community 
environment for new and 
returning students. It is 
always very heart-warming 
to witness the support 
friends offer friends in 
the absence of family and 
familiar surroundings.” 

 Samantha Blunn, Student Club 
President

Demographic mix of our students in 2022:

Victoria 
regional  
34%

Victoria 
metro 17%

International  
10%

Interstate 
39%
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Our best asset is our people
Our students are the life and spirit of the College. From the moment you 
arrive, our student club leaders will welcome you and help you settle 
in. UC is a friendly place where you can easily meet short term mates or 
establish life-long friendships, maximising your university experience. 
Our college certainly offers a great lifestyle, with many sporting,  
social and cultural activities to choose from, and meals, tutorials  
and wellbeing programs all included. 

“Living at College has been 
incredible. The people 
are what make it… I truly 
believe that it’s where you 
make life-long friendships.” 
Jayden
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What sets UC apart? 
People often ask us what we are looking 
for in a UC resident. Really, it’s about 
being an all-rounder; a kind, respectful, 
thoughtful, resourceful and enthusiastic 
person, who will genuinely strengthen 
our community. UCers don’t take 
themselves too seriously; they strive  
to be the best they can be and look out 
for those around them. 

We are proud of our traditions, but 
they don’t define us. Rather it’s about 
celebrating those foundations as a 
launch pad for growth and new ideas. 
Our students are proud of their efforts to 
make everyone, from any background, 
feel welcome, with respect high on 
the agenda. Passion and die hard spirit 
underpins everything they do. 

Our large rural cohort and history as a 
non-denominational college welcoming 
all faiths or none, all contributes to  
the vibe at UC – which we hear most 
often described as friendly, relaxed  
and supportive.

“Everyone is so welcoming and friendly. The whole 
cohort comes together and supports each other 
and the College itself has everything a great home 
needs. I wouldn’t want to be anywhere else.”

 Sarah
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Specialised staff 
Our Dean of Students manages a team 
of staff focused on wellbeing, the 
student experience and community. 
All are trained in mental health, first 
aid and have experience working with 
young people. During office hours  
you can book an appointment with  
our Student Wellbeing Coordinator.  
As a trained counsellor, she can provide 
immediate care, crisis support and 
triage to relevant services as required. 
Then an amazing team of youth 
workers look after things overnight,  
so there is always someone to turn  
to in case of an emergency. 

We encourage you to contact us 
whenever you need to, whether it’s 
about exam stress, a personal issue,  
or a pre-existing mental health 
condition, our staff have the  
expertise and resources to assist. 
They also facilitate training on topics 

such as foundations of consent, drugs 
and alcohol, and how to be an active 
bystander. Our aim is to ensure our 
students feel confident in engaging  
in and promoting healthy and  
respectful relationships on campus  
and in their personal lives.

Supporting you every step of the way
It’s normal to go through ups and downs as you adjust to university life,  
so we have support systems in place along the way. Your wellbeing is our 
priority and that means giving you the resources you need to thrive.
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Holistic wellbeing
We recognise the need to facilitate 
wholesome activities that bring our 
community together. Our dedicated 
Student Wellbeing Committee host 
activities to promote taking time off to 
relax and connect with others, including 
corridor cuppas, movie nights, yoga, 
and picnics in nearby parks.

A world away from the high-rises of 
the city, our campus is comprised 
of beautiful garden courtyards with 
expansive lawns and flower gardens. 
From outdoor picnic tables for sitting  
in the sunshine with mates, to getting 
your hands dirty in our veggie patch, 
or some exercise on the multi-purpose 
court, research tells us that spending 
time in nature reduces stress and  
makes us happier. 

“I adore the resident tutors 
and youth workers – they 
feel like a big sibling that 
will always help you out 
and listen.” 
Alyssa 
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Setting you up to succeed
Your university education may throw up challenges; with more independent 
learning requirements than high school. But our academic program is 
designed not only to enrich and hopefully inspire, but help you navigate  
the learning style of the tertiary setting.

Having the support of an academic 
program you can easily tap into 
cannot be underestimated and is one 
of the reasons our students do well 
academically, with a team of dedicated 
staff setting you up for success. 

Weekly tutorials
Our tutorials are a pivotal part of the 
academic program. Around 70 tutorials 
take place each week, designed to 
support and enhance your knowledge 
and understanding of the university 
subjects you have chosen. They are 
based on small group teaching, under 
the guidance of a tutor. 

Individual consultations and 
advice
When you need extra assistance in 
addition to tutorials, or you are the  
only person studying a subject, you 
can have one-on-one meetings with 
our resident tutors to help with your 
assessments and learning concepts.  
Our Dean of Studies is also available  
for consultations around course 
planning, university subject selections, 
applying for special consideration, 
degree changes and career advice. 
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Learning together 
Our students say they learn a lot from 
studying together, so many of our 
collaborative learning spaces are open 
24/7. Our tutorial rooms are great for 
group study, with whiteboards available. 
Our design studio has computers 
hosting the Adobe Creative Suite, 
mannequins, photography screens  
and more. You can also do some quiet 
study in the library, with access to 
printers, scanners and core textbooks.

Coursework and career mentoring
You will be paired with a resident tutor 
mentor during your first year with us, 
who you will meet with regularly for 
advice and general support. We  
also have a network of alumni keen  
to foster the next generation of  
students and bolster their success.  
Sign up to our alumni mentoring 
program and be paired with someone 

within your field of interest to offer 
guidance around your career pathway. 
Now is the perfect chance to chat 
to professionals and build up your 
network while you’re studying!

Each year we run a series of seminars 
and discussions focused on life skills, 
industry specific information and study 
techniques to help you now and in  
the future. 
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Intercollegiate sport 
We are enthusiastic participants in 
intercollegiate sporting competitions 
with many sports to choose from 
each semester, including athletics, 
badminton, basketball, football,  
cricket, swimming, tennis, rowing,  
cross country and more. For us it’s  
all about letting everyone have a go  
and bringing our sportsmanship and  
unique UC spirit to every event.

Togetherness and friendship
Our student leaders work with our staff to build a calendar of events that 
ensure your time with us is memorable, safe and full of fun. 

While everyone is encouraged to ‘get amongst it’ – balancing your social life 
with your studies is just as important. Whether you’d like to sign up for a little, 
or a lot, there’s something for everyone. 

Social events 
Think trivia nights, dress-up parties,  
UC Ball and movie nights. There is so 
much to do, it is impossible not to  
make friends at college. 

Leadership opportunities
Get involved in shaping the UC 
community and take on a leadership 
role! Become an executive member  
or a representative on the Student  
Club and organise events in areas 
you’re passionate about, such as 
sustainability or community service.
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Tradition with a light touch at  
High Table
High table on Monday evenings is  
when we gather together wearing our 
academic gowns. It’s a custom that 
dates back to the earliest communities 
of learning, the medieval monasteries. 
United over dinner, our Head of College, 
Deans and Student Club leaders share  
the latest community updates at UC,  
or invite along a special guest speaker.

Celebrating special occasions 
together
Special occasions, such as 
Commencement Dinner or Valedictory 
Dinner, are celebrated together as a 
community. Everyone dresses up and 
enjoys a gourmet three course meal, 
followed by a themed internal party, 
known as a ‘tern’.  Formal events 
organised by the College also include  
the annual Fellows Dinner celebrating  
our students’ academic achievements,  
the Leadership Dinner, Pathways  
Dinner and alumni receptions. 

Art, music & design
The College has an arts, music and 
design competition every year to 
celebrate innovation and artistry.  
From photography and visual arts to 
creative writing and design, we make 
space for your creativity to blossom  
and there are great prizes on offer.

Drama & music
Take the centre stage and show  
off your talents during our soirees,  
Step-Up dance competition or the  
Battle of the Bands. Our UC production 
team puts on an annual musical where 
you can star in the cast or be part of  
the backstage team.



The heart of UC 

UC’s dining hall is the heart of the College, where our community 
bonds and grows.  It’s not just a light-filled, modern space to share 
a meal. You will have conversations that transform the way you 
see the world, build relationships that will follow you for life and 
create memories of the simple, fun moments together. All meals 
are included at UC, with a healthy variety of choices, plus snacks, 
free coffee and hot chocolate available throughout the day. 
Dietary requirements are catered for as standard and there’s  
an option to get a packed lunch or dinner if you won’t be around  
at meal times. 
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A beautiful place to live

“I love that the whole 
community comes together 
for any UC related event…  
I love the vibrant, friendly 
and comfortable culture  
at UC.”

 Mehul
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340 rooms

67% ensuite

90% with double beds 

 228 ensuite rooms  
(60 with loft for additional 
storage or a lounge)

 112 heritage rooms  
(shared bathrooms)

 Shared laundry facilities  
and kitchenettes with a  
fridge, microwave and  
kettle in each wing

Wonderful new facilities 
With the best rooms on the Crescent, 
you can truly settle in and transform 
your own space into a mini oasis. Our 
student rooms are generous in size, 
complete with natural light and garden 
views. All rooms are fully furnished  
with a bed, desk, chair and wardrobe 
and some have additional shelving  
or bookcases. 

Everything you need on campus
There are loads of additional hang 
out spaces and facilities on site too. 
Alongside our outdoor spaces we  
have two junior common rooms, 
a TV room, gym, music rooms and 
production studio, design studio and 
more – everything you will ever need  
is right on your doorstep. 



Eligibility 
You must have received your 
provisional offer to UC and have 
preferably chosen UC as your first 
college preference when applying. 
You also need to submit a scholarship 
application.

Level of assistance
Individual scholarships range from 
$1,000 to $7,000. Larger scholarships 
are available with specific eligibility 
criteria.

Number of scholarships offered
This varies each year. In 2022 we 
offered 50 scholarships.

Types of scholarships
We have specific scholarships for  
first year students, returning students, 
female students and graduate students.

Selection
Scholarship allocations are made  
based on means-tested assessment  
of financial need, as well as the 
applicant’s personal statement.

Application
Complete the scholarship application 
form on our website. Applications open 
in August. You do not need to apply 
for individual scholarships – we assess 
your eligibility across all scholarships 
available.

Supporting you financially

Many students seek casual 
employment at UC to further 
assist with fees. UC offers 
a variety of positions in 
our kitchen, library and 
maintenance teams, as well 
as other casual vacancies 
that arise.

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, we are able to offer financial 
support and make the College experience accessible for a greater 
diversity of students. We have a range of scholarships to support 
students who require or would benefit from financial assistance.  

2 in 3
applicants are offered  
a scholarship

50
scholarships given  
in 2022

$1-7k
on average is awarded
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How to apply
Applications are open all year round, and places are in  
high demand, so students are advised to apply early and  
put UC as their first preference. UC accepts students from  
the University of Melbourne, RMIT, ACU, Monash Pharmacy  
as well as other nearby universities.

Apply online via the intercollegiate website:  
www.colleges.unimelb.edu.au

Fees
College fees for undergraduate students are for 35 weeks  
of residence during the two semesters of the university 
academic year (this can be extended for graduates and 
international students). Please check our website for the  
most current fee information. 

Join the UC family

Step 1   
Fill in your application and place UC as  
your #1 preference
We will get in touch for some additional 
paperwork to be submitted.

Step 2   
Attend an interview 
These can be in person, but usually take  
place over Zoom.

Step 3   
Receive your application outcome
Get a provisional offer from us to lock in  
your spot even if you are still waiting on  
a university offer or ATAR.
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If you’re still not sure which college to choose, contact us  
to arrange a tour of UC at a time that suits you. The best  
way to get the vibe of each college is to have a look  
around in person. 



The University of Melbourne
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MCG

ACU

Lygon Street

RMIT city campus

University College

College Crescent
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Right in the 
heart of 
Melbourne
University College is located 
on College Crescent, across 
the road from the University of 
Melbourne’s main campus. In 
terms of location, it couldn’t be 
more convenient – UC is close 
enough to enjoy all the benefits 
of the University, but far enough 
away that you can truly relax 
when you come home.

It’s very easy to get around – the city 
centre is a 10 minute tram ride or 
a 20 minute walk away. The cafés 
and restaurants of cosmopolitan 
Lygon Street, Carlton are just around 
the corner, offering not just a great 
evening out, but plenty of nearby job 
opportunities for students.

Queen Victoria Market

Melbourne CBD

Tram route 19, stop 13



Get in touch
+61 3 9347 3533

unicol.unimelb.edu.au

40 College Crescent, Parkville Victoria 3052 Australia

www.facebook.com/UniversityCollegeMelbourne

university__college

www.linkedin.com/company/ucmelbourne
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